Special Town Board Meeting February 21, 2008

Present was Council-members Carlson, Frisbee, White, Supervisor Merrihew, and Attorney for the town Siegel.  Absent was Council-member Potter.

Supervisor Merrihew called the meeting to order at 6:00PM followed by the pledge to the flag.

Supervisor Merrihew read the notice as published in the Daily Gazette on February 19, 2008. Notice also posted on the official signboard on February 15, 2008.

Supervisor Merrihew: The purpose of the meeting tonight is to review and discuss the plan of action of how the Duanesburg Ambulance Corp intends to provide the residents of the Town of Duanesburg with emergency medical service.  They were asked to provide us this plan for the February 14th meeting and did not. It has been one full week since they were asked to provide this information and they still have not. We do not have anything to review or discuss. We also requested a detailed roster of members who will make the calls. Friday evening I received a list indicating 9 names of those available for the week. There was not any type of structure given as to shifts or hours.  This is a subject that has weighed heavily and none of us as residents or officials have taken it lightly. Last week we passed a resolution to divert ambulance calls to Rotterdam or Mohawk. We did this in an effort to provide basic life support and ambulance transport in a timely manner to our residents.  I defend that action now as I did then. The Town Board was completely within its authority to pass that resolution. I learned that the Ambulance Corp reaction to this was to call state trooper dispatch and have that directive removed. When that didn’t work they called the department of Public Health. I am deeply saddened that the reaction was more of an effort to undermine the Town Board’s authority rather than to rectify the situation and providing care to our town’s people. Does the ambulance board have a plan to present to us tonight?

Tammy Nunez : We met last night with executive board, we will keep the town informed. We did have crews ready for this week we had nine members. There were people who do not want to give their names who were willing to run with us. We had seven emergencies that we could have responded to, we had crews waiting.  For myself Friday I did not know of the suspension. When the car accident happened on I-88 I went running to the station as did three other members of our crew only to be told we could not respond. We could have been there within ten minutes.  Rotterdam took 40 minutes to get there.  We cannot move as quickly as the town would like us. We are meeting, we provided a list of volunteers, we are willing to make calls and we are still reviewing our budget. 

Supervisor Merrihew asked if that was their plan?

Tammy Nunez: That is our plan for now.

Supervisor Merrihew asked if they had a roster?

Sharon Smith: We cannot come up with a specific roster. You cannot get people to commit to certain times in this day and age.  That is why we have mutual aide set up so that for those times we cannot make it someone will always be there taking care of people in this town.  That is the purpose of mutual aide.  The word is volunteer they are not paid to sit and wait at the garage for calls.

We do have a list of names of people that will cover to the best of their ability.

Supervisor Merrihew: So there is no plan, there is no roster.

Tammy Nunez; I had this whole entire week off. I had planned to run for my community. I have a family too, you cannot commit me to say yes from 9-5 I will be here.

David Dykeman Salsburg Rd.: I have been in this town for over 50 years. Stop arguing and do the job.

Council-member Frisbee: Our bottom line is to provide ambulance care for the residents. This passing back and forth does nothing.  We have to protect our people. 

Council-member White: I don’t see where we are any further ahead then we were last week. I applaud those people for being available, but I don’t think that is enough to cover the town full time.  I don’t know if this is going to significantly improve the situation that we had.  We want you to succeed.  We are looking for a reprieve so you can reorganize yourselves and get more members on board get a bigger roster so you can function in full force again. You are asking a lot of people to wait and I don’t feel comfortable providing that kind of service towards the town. I am not confident that you’ll be able to do it tomorrow, or next week. I think it is going to take a little more time.

Supervisor Merrihew: The information that I received from State Police dispatch for the time period of Oct. through Jan. 17th because we had not received the required reporting from the Ambulance Corp for that time period. The figures are more like 20% for Oct. 29% in Nov. 67% in Dec. and I know it was in excess of 60% in Jan. I know those figures were higher because if only covered for half a month.  I think going back and forth like this is counter productive, basically what we’ve asked for was a plan on how we are going to get the ambulance corp to provide the service to the residents and a roster of people that are going to be able to make those calls hasn’t been fulfilled. 

Tammy Nunez: Disagreed with Supervisor Merrihew’s figures. 

Council-member Frisbee: Commented to Sharon that she is a driver and is eager to drive, but did not appear on her list.

Sharon Smith: I was told Friday night to come up with a list and that is all I had. I was not told to come up with a specific roster all I had to do was send the names, that was the directive I was given.

Council-member Carlson; I am curious why the captain is not here defending his actions.

Sharon Smith; We don’t have a captain right now. Right now the acting person we were told would be Mark. We were meeting on it with the idea of appointing someone, it has to be voted on.

Council-member Carlson; I thought you were meeting Saturday having a board of directors meeting.  That what was told to us on Thursday.  

Sharon Smith: Not that I was aware of.

Council-member White spoke of the certificate of need.

Supervisor Merrihew: While we were within our rights to pass the directive that we did last week to have the calls directed to Mohawk or Rotterdam Ambulance. It was brought to my attention, after the fact, that what we did by sending that directive to dispatch was place Rotterdam in violation of the department of health law.  Apparently an organization that has a certificate of need is the only organization that can answer calls in that town. Any other emergency service provider can only enter the town under a mutual aide agreement. Which means that the ambulance corp has to be called first, and if they can’t make the call then we could send it to Rotterdam or Mohawk. In my opinion, that is bureaucratic red tape that wastes time getting an ambulance to patients in Duanesburg.   In order to comply with that public health law the Town Board with the help of our Town Attorney have developed another resolution tonight to bring Rotterdam in compliance with the health department law.  We can have the State Troopers dispatch Duanesburg Ambulance Corp wait 3 minutes if they don’t respond with a full crew than the call can be sent to Rotterdam. That is not serving our residents as well as our original resolution did. That is why we prepared another resolution for this evening.

Council-member White; Instead of waiting three minutes we would like the ambulance to ask for Rotterdam for mutual aide right away if you are not covering so people do not have to wait the three minutes.

Sharon Smith; You are saying that when the call goes out someone has to acknowledge within three minutes? Is that giving people enough time?

Council-member White; No it is not giving people enough time. That is not our goal or goal isn’t to get you on. We are saying we want Rotterdam called and to respond immediately. But if we can’t do that we have to tell State Police to call DVAC if DVAC does not have a crew on the way then call Rotterdam. Our desire is to have Rotterdam called first. We are asking you to cooperate with us on that.

Tammy Nunez; How fast do you think we can get to the garage?

Council-member White; I don’t think you can get there in three minutes, that’s not our goal.  Rotterdam does not make 100% of their calls, they also have mutual aide.

Supervisor Merrihew: We need you to tell us what you can do then we can go from there. We want to take this time to regroup. We would not change that directive from last week. The only reason we are changing that directive is to  bring Rotterdam into compliance with the department of health law. Our goal is not to provide the ambulance corp. with ample time to miss calls or not miss calls. Our main goal is to provide the service to the residents in as timely a manner as we can. Our goal hasn’t changed from last week to this week.  

Sharon Smith; If we can get somebody there in the 3 minutes if we can acknowledge the call, that is our call.

Supervisor Merrihew; We don’t mean acknowledge the call we mean be en-route with a crew.

Sharon Smith: That’s being realistic?

Council-member White; We don’t feel you are ready yet to carry forth the service to the town right now.

Tammy Nunez; Rotterdam does not know our area. It is not fair to the community.  When Rotterdam had a call in Mariaville they came down Rte. 20 went up Duanesburg Church Road instead going across Rte.159. That was forty minutes for a man who had difficulty breathing.  What do you mean by a roster?

Supervisor Merrihew; That is part of the problem that every time we try to work on something we are stopped in our tracks. We are just asking for a little time for you to get members, get a roster and be able to provide the service for residents. So that we are all on the same page as far as a roster, I went on Webster’s Dictionary and pulled off the definition. A roster is a roll or a list of personnel such a list giving the order in which a duty is to be performed. 

Resolution #86-08-Supervisor Merrihew motioned, seconded by Council-member Carlson to authorize the Town Supervisor to notify State Trooper dispatch to dispatch the Duanesburg Volunteer Ambulance Corps with a three minute response time. The entire crew must be en route within three minutes, not just one member.  If dispatch does not receive confirmation of such response within 3 minutes they are to immediately dispatch Rotterdam Ambulance or Mohawk. Motion carried 4 ayes, Supervisor Merrihew, Council-members Carlson, Frisbee and White. Absent: Council-member Potter.

Resolution #87-08-Council-member White motioned, seconded by Council-member Frisbee to require DVAC to file with the Town Clerk, a full roster, showing coverage for all time periods. DVAC shall file the roster every Monday morning by 10:00am, or more frequently in the event of any changes. The roster  must show coverage for the following week.  For any time periods not filled with a full crew, the Town Supervisor is authorized to notify State Trooper dispatch that Rotterdam Ambulance or Mohawk will be dispatched instead of DVAC. If no roster is filed, all time periods shall be deemed vacant and Rotterdam Ambulance or Mohawk shall be dispatched instead of DVAC until an updated roster is filed. Each roster is to be certified as true and accurate by the Captain of DVAC.

Motion carried 4 ayes, Council-members White, Frisbee, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew. Absent: Council-member Potter.

For discussion: Council-member Frisbee asked if the filing of the roster is for the current week.

Supervisor Merrihew: Monday’s roster would cover Tuesday through the following Monday 10:00AM.

Supervisor Merrihew: A resident asked to have a note read at the meeting this evening.  She would like her experience added to the list of complaints regarding the service from the DVAC. On Tuesday, February 12th @ approximately 1:50am, I called 911 because it appeared that my husband was having a heart attack (it turned out that he was & ended up having surgery to open and repair 3 blockages at Ellis. It took over 40 minutes for the ambulance to get here, and we are merely minutes away from the RT. 7 ambulance building. I called 911 several times during those 40 minutes only to be told they were on their way.

No one should have to wait that long. Luckily for us, my husband’s age, 45, was in his favor and we knew enough to keep him calm & give him aspirin while we waited.

Neither my husband nor I will be able to attend the meeting this Thursday, but we would like our voices to be heard if possible.  Carl & Elisabeth Albright.

Supervisor Merrihew opened the floor to comments at 6:35pm limiting comments to three minutes.

Anthony Tumbarello Scotch Ridge Rd; I am curious as to how the board thinks there is any reasonability in any of what you have just discussed tonight?  It takes three minutes to drive from this building to Stewarts.  That letter you just read is very unfortunate that somebody had to wait that long. But the reality is that if our calls get diverted to Rotterdam or Mohawk that is going to be the standard not the statistical.

Glen Barton Van Patten Rd.; I am a volunteer firemen in Duanesburg. Commended the board for what they have done taking the courage to do. It has been long over due. I am a past member of DVAC.  The past 2 or 3 years it seems to have gotten worse where we have to wait longer and longer for Duanesburg Ambulance to show up at a scene. I think what the board has done recently and is continuing to do tonight will really serve the public here in Duanesburg in the long run, maybe not in the short run.  There are many problems in the ambulance corp that need to be resolved before they can be as viable as they were many years ago.

Supervisor Merrihew; I was asked by one fire department to make it clear that the fire departments in town are a totally separate entity from the ambulance corp.

Brad Littlefield Eaton Corners Rd.; One of the fundamental responsibilities of our government is to provide public safety to its residents, that includes our police, fire departments and our ambulance. Because of that I applaud the board for their actions tonight.  I also applaud those who volunteer currently and in the past with DVAC because it is a commitment of time.

Tammy Nunez: In this past year we have had 9 either new or returning members, we’ve had two changes in status.  

Dellene Rowilson- Thousand Acre Road- Fifty six years ago my family was attracted to the Town of Duanesburg because of the ambulance squad. I do hope this problem can be resolved for the community because no one of us know when we may have to have an ambulance.

Ken Meyer- Schoonmaker Road- I am here on behalf of Duanesburg pop warner and as a citizen. I would also volunteer.  All that I can say about the ambulance corp is they have been great for Duanesburg pop warner. 

Tammy Nunez- Will Rotterdam come and sit at pop warner football?  We volunteered our time to sit at pop warner football. Are they willing to commit those hours?

Susan Wengenack –Schoharie Turnpike and past captain of Duanesburg ambulance. Quaker Street was initially approved to sit by the pop warner when it first started- we felt if would be better for the ambulance to sit there.  They do not require and ambulance to be there, they require an EMT.

Ken Meyer- They do have to be on call, that is required by our organization.

Barbara Waring – Darby Hill Road- I am a former member of the corp. Several years ago and at that time they had a standard operating procedures manual which stated what a roster would contain.  At that that time they were asking for two EMT’s or an EMT a first responder plus a driver so there was a crew of three.  I would think if we are requiring a roster or requiring a certain number of people, then we should state what that number of people would be.

Supervisor Merrihew; I think that number would clearly be the legal number of people required to make a call.

Mary Grimm; Is wondering when they do have the roster available if it will be a roster of members or if it is going to be a roster of other people from other departments are they just going to come and help at certain times, because our insurance does not cover other members unless they are members of our corp.

Anthony Tamburello; His understanding is NYS requires an EMT and a driver. Asked Supervisor Merrihew; when you spoke of the roster and said there were only nine people on the list, if those nine people, all members of DVAC are willing to divide the time and cover does that satisfy your requirements?

Supervisor Merrihew; I don’t know if the department of health has standards on how many calls you can make.

Mr. Tamburello; I make a living in health care, you can work 16 hours 8 hours off. It is a volunteer organization so we’re bound by the same hours regulation as any other health care practitioners. My point again if we divide it equally or otherwise in such a manner that all of those time slots are covered, does that satisfy your requirement for a roster?

Supervisor Merrihew; As long as you can make the calls. As long as it is a legal crew, and all of the time slots are covered.  We don’t care who runs this ambulance corp. we don’t care who makes the calls.  We need the calls answered for the residents in town. That is our only goal, is to provide the residents with the calls.  

Dr. Joseph Waring  Darby Hill Road; I was with the corp. for about 6 or 7 years. I was not only an EMT but I was corp. president for 3 years. These problems didn’t exist back then so I have to ask what deteriorating process took place to bring that ambulance corp. to this condition?  We hear we can’t get a roster because  people work or people do this.  When I was on the corp. on duty we had a roster we served 6 hours and it was posted on the wall of the garage. Something has happened it is like a disease. Find out what has happened and treat the cause of the problem as well as the symptoms. That is what we have to do here.

Tammy Nunez; In a recent EMS magazine the cover story is the cost of EMS.  Now households have two incomes, both parents are working there is less time to volunteer. That’s why things have to change.

Supervisor Merrihew; that is our point.

Susan Hayword Rt. 30; Former DVAC member actually DVAC put me through EMT school.  One of the saddest days I had was resigning from the Duanesburg Ambulance Corp. due to the management.  I see a lot of former members from my time and it saddens me to see the former members out weigh the new members. Duanesburg has four (4) ambulances they couldn’t staff two (2) ambulances five (5) years ago.  Mr. Waring’s comment – we had a full roster, there was a binder in the garage and it stated when you could work and your availability for volunteering time. You could not leave that garage unless there was a driver and an EMT minimum. No certified first responder a driver and a EMT. So the question is why simply three or four years ago they had enough people for two, we’re up to four ambulances in this corp and we can’t get people for one let alone four.  Something has to give. This is a voted board, the members of this department vote the board. If you vote your board and you can’t volunteer there’s a problem.  You are unhappy with the board but you put them in place. We have to question why, we don’t have more people standing here saying I am a member and I am very happy and I am more then willing to volunteer as opposed to hearing excuses.  All we have heard tonight from the current members are excuses.  I volunteer with Burtonsville we don’t always get their first respond. We don’t have necessarily a full round of people but we make that call and if we don’t we are very quick to mutual aid our calls and vice a versa with Esperance that we’re mutual aid.  We work well together. Why can’t you swallow your pride until you can reorganize yourselves for the sake of the community?  Bottom line is you’re volunteers to service your community, you volunteer your time. If grocery shopping is more important than volunteering you should not be a volunteer.  If I stayed home on a Thursday and I volunteered my time I am ready for a call. That’s a volunteer.

Rebecca Dykeman Salsburg Rd.; I became a member. I am only support right now, but I’d like to become a driver, but it takes time.  I also work a full time job. I l like the people I volunteer with.

Ted Savoy Creek Rd; I was the one that went through a plate glass window at Duanesburg High School and I had 75 stitches. The first thought when the accident happened and I got into the nurses office was what happens if DVAC couldn’t make it. It took about forty minutes for the ambulance to arrive.

Supervisor Merrihew; We are glad you are okay. Teddy worked with us over the summer in the summer youth program here at town hall. We didn’t know it was him until he called my office today. I am glad you came tonight.

Susan Golden; Schoharie Turnpike- I am a member of DVAC I am inactive at the moment because of work. I know how busy Rotterdam ambulance is I also know how busy Mohawk Ambulance is. What happens when Rotterdam doesn’t have any ambulance and Mohawk doesn’t have an ambulance to send out here what plans have been put into effect for that?

Supervisor Merrihew; We, have none. If Rotterdam and Mohawk are busy we don’t have help.

Council-member Carlson; I believe if Rotterdam and Mohawk are tied up we will know right away at which time then they can tell them to dispatch Esperance ambulance with Esperance Ambulance comes Burtonsville Fire along with a paramedic from Schoharie County.  We are not going to come up with a perfect answer right now. That is what we are trying to do is give everybody a chance to regroup. I know there are a lot of firemen in here who would gladly help. But I know at times Duanesburg has been adversarial with people when they try to help.

Supervisor Merrihew; It has been my understanding what has happened more often then not is that the ambulance corp. is dispatched and I have heard different variations from DVAC members but the information that the state police sergeant gave me as well as the dispatcher gave me, is that DVAC is dispatched they wait eight (8) minutes and if they do not respond they are dispatched again. Then if they do not respond after another eight (8) minutes Rotterdam or Mohawk is called. In our opinion to have them not respond our chances getting someone in 15 minutes is greater than nobody much of the time.  Is it perfect? No. But it is temporary. As Mr. Barton said in the short term this isn’t a good scenario, long term, we’re hoping the ambulance corp. can rebuild. 

Council-member White; The purpose we called this meeting is we were hoping  to get a good plan from them. We did not want to wait until we met again next month. We called the meeting because we did not feel we could leave our meeting last week not doing anything and seeing how it worked out so we passed a resolution to have Rotterdam called first and we scheduled this meeting in hopes that DVAC would be reorganized have a roster and be able to present us with a good plan on how you were going to cover the town.

Heather Geidel- Thousand Acre Road- Commends the board for what they have done so far and also commended people who have volunteered for DVAC. Asked if the call to Rotterdam and Mohawk is simultaneously and whoever has the soonest ETA, or it is going to Rotterdam and if they can’t respond in eight (8) minutes then it goes to Mohawk?

Supervisor Merrihew; I believe it is whichever one has a crew. I have been in touch with the head at Rotterdam EMS and has not been an issue because the call volume out here isn’t what they consider to be a problem.

Heather Geidel- Can we just dispatch temporarily instead of doing the three minutes dispatch Mohawk automatically? 

Supervisor Merrihew We could do that, but Rotterdam is that much closer that I did not want to disclude Rotterdam in the motion. If Rotterdam is available they can clearly get out here maybe 5 minutes quicker.  That is why I was so annoyed with by the three- minute deal with the department of health because every minute counts.

Heather Geidel; I would see if they are calling them simultaneously because Mohawk maybe close. I don’t know what your time limit is for them to get everything under control and up and functioning again. I think as a resident, moving here a couple of years ago, we need to move into the future we need to look further down the road.  Duanesburg is growing. They might have a temporary fix now but is it going to be a permanent fix 4 or 5 years down the road from now? A third of their operating budget comes from our tax dollars. If we put that money toward and got together with other small towns like Princetown and had two people approved sitting there and being paid as well.  Or go to state professional ambulance company like Mohawk to get the towns together and have a permanent professional ambulance on call 24 hours of day.

Bill Wilkie Alexander Road; I have been a firemen with Delanson for thirty years. Things are bad at the ambulance garage, we all know why. Going to other things to cover the problem isn’t going to cure it. If you take an ambulance ride from out here to Ellis hospital it is going to cost you upwards to $700.00.  They have got to do something with the corp.

Glen Barton; VanPatten Road; The idea of paid people was talked about ten years ago. There was a push with certain high ranking members at that time who wanted to head that. I would not want to see that happen with the same higher archy that was in ten years ago and is still in. I didn’t leave on my own I was pushed out. I was the financial officer on the board. I wanted to do an internal audit and I could not access the records to any of the budgets.  They were locked up in the captain’s office.  

Anthony Tamburello; The three minute resolution does that mean we are or we are not being dispatched to calls?

Supervisor Merrihew; You will be dispatched, and if you can establish a legal crew, either by your by-laws or the health department requirement.  We have no choice but to dispatch you.  If you don’t answer in three minutes it goes right to Rotterdam or Mohawk.

Anthony Tamburello; What do you consider responding to the call? I am on call and am heading out to a call and the driver is farther away, how can I ensure they are going to get there.

Council-member White; Our goal isn’t to get you dispatched. Our goal is to be in compliance with the law.  Our first request was to get a roster together, so dispatch knows when you can’t answer. 

Supervisor Merrihew; Read an advisory dated 2006 from REMO given to her this week. This is what we formulated this resolution on that puts Rotterdam in compliance. We did put Rotterdam in a situation, where they are in violation of public health law. That is the only reason we changed the resolution.  I have been in constant contact with people to make sure we do it right.

Mr. Tamburello; I am a critical care nurse by profession. By volunteering I am jeopardizing my license and my practice to volunteer for my neighbors. You are describing discrepancies in state law and practice between dispatch and department of health. That is a significant point to clarify.

Mary Grimm; Asked if there was anyone here from the health department?  It would be nice if they would work with DVAC and help us with this situation. I have called Kathy Spano from the department of health and asked for her help. I have not heard back from her, she said there would be a representative here tonight. I’d like to have some help from that representative to help DVAC, get themselves back together for this community and help this community 24-7.

Mr. Littlefield; Earlier I commented I would volunteer to help DVAC. I live on Eaton Corners Road.  There’s no way I can make it in three minutes to the station. If I am on the roster as a driver I will sit there for a 3 or 4 hour shift if that what it requires to respond to this.  Asked the board for a clarification because I hear a lot of people asking or suggesting the town can fix what ails DVAC and I don’t know if it’s the town board jurisdiction to fix the things that are going on in a volunteer organization. Is that correct?

Supervisor Merrihew; That is correct.

David Dykeman Salsburg Road; Apologized for his earlier comments to the board.  This whole deal is making me mad. Everybody is complaining about these four ambulances. In the Town of Duanesburg you might need four ambulances. How many fire trucks do we need in the Town we have four companies, each one of them has a rescue squad. Why do we have to have four rescue squads? We’ve got an ambulance, why don’t we use it?  My brother thirty some years ago thought the Town of Duanesburg needed an ambulance. It seems like all you wan to do is go backwards instead of going forward.  

Charles Parker Esperance Station Rd.; Commended the board on the wonderful job they are doing. What is going to happen to the $70,000.00 that was allotted for DVAC, has that been given to them? If not where is it going, where is it now?

Supervisor Merrihew: It is in our general fund. It is an amount that we budgeted.  It is a substantial increase for the ambulance Corp. because the treasurer had come to our meeting in September this is how long we have been trying to work with the ambulance corp. she painted a dire picture of the corp., both financially as well as member wise.  This board got together at budget time and asked what we can do to help out, we’ve got to make it a viable organization.  We don’t want the ambulance corp. to go under. So we agreed that we would like to be able to provide some extra funds to the ambulance corp. but we also felt that since we have aside from our moral responsibility to the residents we also have a fiduciary responsibility to the residents.  We wanted some concessions back from the ambulance corp. that they would meet us halfway and reduce some of their expenses.  We sat down o two or three occasions with the board and tired to discuss this and come up with some ideas.  We have not been able to develop anything there.  As it stands right now there is no contract with the ambulance corp. that expired on December 31st.  If there is no contract signed that money will stay in our general fund. 

I owe Charles Parker an apology, I was a little rude to him the other night after our meeting and I apologize.

Mark DeBraccio Western Turnpike; The two calls that were mentioned, I went down to the garage and was there within four minutes, I could get a crew and immediately turned it over.  It took Rotterdam that long to respond.  As far as the other call, dispatch gave us the wrong address and wrong location it took us time to find the house.  Those are things you can’t plan for.

Ken Griffin Thousand Acre Rd.; Chief of Duanesburg Fire Department; All of the fire departments in the town are set up on life threatening need for medical calls. We are willing to help t anytime when needed.

Anthony Tambarello; Asked if they are required to have a roster?

Supervisor Merrihew; No, they are a commissioned district.  They are their own little government within themselves.

Mr. VanHosen Rotterdam; I am here in an unofficial capacity, I have no authority over a private corporation and that is exactly what the ambulance corp. is.  There are people here countywide and town wide that are very knowledgeable in the EMS business that would be more than happy to come and sit down with people and work with them. We have a county EMS committee and I’m sure there are people that would come here. You have a town that is a rural community and you are supported by volunteer emergency services. There is seven other volunteer organizations that provide service in this town and no one else is saying they are in a crises.  Do they have a problem with getting volunteers, yes they do. I offer my assistance, I’m sure we can get other people from EMS to discuss the technical questions. A lot of things here tonight are technical questions that could be answered pretty easily. You have some excellent volunteer leadership in this community. People have done some pretty topnotch stuff.  You have a gentleman in Duanesburg that sat down on his own initiative and wrote a grant that got you a new fire station. You have the leadership here. It is a matter of people reaching out. Individuals that want to participate, I encourage you to do so.  We can steer you in the right direction, get you in and make you an active member. What you need to have is an organization that wants to be a volunteer organization.

Lisa Murphy Schoharie Turnpike; I am all caught up in the roster.  I have a family, I have two jobs, I have a schedule.  You sit there you block out a time you are going to do something. I volunteer with many organizations.  I have been toying with volunteering for DVAC also. I have commitments, I block out that time.  You don’t have to commit to twelve hours you can commit to two hours. If they don’t have a crew in that week then we would know immediately and at that point in time mutual aid would be covering those hours.  It is a little confusing that we can’t have that 24-7 coverage.

Tammy Nunez; An ambulance call runs about three hours. From the time you  leave the garage the time you pick up the patient and especially if you are going to Albany Med to drop the patient off. There is paperwork to do.  The rig has to come back to the garage it has to be cleaned and ready to go for the next time.

Kyle Largeteau McGuire School Rd.; There are two big thing I hear tonight from local people. One is the response time from Rotterdam and Mohawk and two the internal problems in DVAC.  If there are internal problems in DVAC and people that have resigned then there is something going on. If there is cancer you have to get rid of the cancer. You have another volunteer squad and fire department that is operating in the west end of town, there is no talk of them being involved in mutual aid. You are calling Rotterdam and Mohawk right to the borderline we cover in District 3. It seems kind of senseless to wait that amount of time for an ambulance to come all the way out from the city to stop on Gage Rd. where our boundary line is when we are sitting two miles down the road.

Supervisor Merrihew; That is something we can look at. We had hoped this would be resolved this week

James Wengenack Quaker Street Fire Department; There are very few calls that any of the fire departments miss. Everybody in this room knows what problem is. It is Bruce Smith and his crony board that’s the problem. They should be ashamed of themselves. My wife was the former captain and these people throw her away.

Susan Wengenack; I did offer my services back to Duanesburg Ambulance as long as Bruce and Sharon both left the corp.  I did approach one of the board members about that and have not heard a response from them at all. I’ve asked some members that left to go back and many members said they would not go back until Bruce and Sharon are gone. /we still have good volunteers there but what needs to happen is that Bruce and Sharon need to leave. They are the cancer of the corp. and I would ask the board to take a look at it for the sake of the corp. and have them removed from their positions permanently.

Charles Leoni Scotch Ridge Rd.; I am a board member and have been a board member for the past two months. That puts me in a different perspective then other people. The ambulance corp. is an organization that is ruled by, by laws. By laws have all kinds of provisions to handle all kinds of situations.  When you want to remove people from office you need to have a consensus ob the membership.  Membership are, the only people that can do this.  If people decide to leave and to remove themselves from the membership then they loose the opportunity to do what they want to do.  I am here and doing my very best to handle the situation as I see it and to provide the proper support the membership needs to handle the situation.  You have to stay you have to join you have to be at the meetings you have to be at the election you have to run for office and you have to vote. If you don’t do that, you don’t have anything to say about this.

Supervisor Merrihew closed the floor at 7:35PM and thanked everyone for attending the meeting.

Council-member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council-member White to adjourn, all in favor of adjourning at 7:35pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Leah M. Lennon

Town Clerk
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