Public Hearing

October 11, 2007 7:15PM

Amend the Sewer Use Law to establish rates for the Duanesburg Area Community Center

Present were Council Members Carlson, Frisbee, Potter and White, Supervisor Merrihew, and Attorney for the Town Siegel.

The purpose of the public hearing is to amend the Sewer use Law to establish rates for the Duanesburg Area Community Center.

Supervisor Merrihew led the Pledge to the Flag and read the legal notice published in the Gazette Newspaper on 9/21/07.

Floor was opened for comments.

Supervisor Merrihew asked Douglas Cole from McDonald Engineering, if he would like to present how he arrived at the calculations.

Doug Cole- My task was to determine an easy way to calculate a sewer rate for the Community Center that would be fair and equitable to both the Community Center and the Town.  I looked at several different ways to come up with a rate. One way is by the number of employees or people using the facility, but that is such a variable number and there’s no way to track it.  You can take the percent of the estimated flow from the facility and apply that to the total flow to the plant, use that percentage of the budget and charge that to them. That changes from year to year. Another way is a water meter but no one else is charged for sewer based on a water meter in either of the Town’s sewer districts and again it is variable every year and probably not going to be that accurate.  I had to look at what was constant at the Community Center, what doesn’t change?   The building size does not change.  Appling the DEC standard of 0.1 gallon per square foot of floor space to the building size of 26,000 sq. ft, makes an average sewage flow of 2,600 gallons per day divided by the EDU figure of 200 gallons per day, arriving at 13 units for the Community Center. An updated user unit schedule with note #7 explaining how the rate was calculated has been provided with the Community Center having it’s own new classification. 

Attorney Siegel asked if the combined square footage of the schools was known and how it compares to The Community Center.    The school is charged 1 unit for every 10 students.  The school had a problem before and if the square footage of the schools is higher we would want that on file.

Supervisor Merrihew-With the addition on the schools going the square footage route for the school would probably increase the EDUs for the school; it is more than 26,000 sq. ft.  Doug and I had actually discussed that to make sure it as at least equitable with the school’s rates.  I spoke with Ken Romanski last week and he was not real thrilled with it but I explained to him it was the most equitable way to do it.

Doug Cole-the other three methods that I mentioned all resulted in higher charges.

Attorney Siegel-What is it going be $7,500-$8,000 a year?

Supervisor Merrihew-About $9,000, I can let him know that we calculated it several different ways.  We also have to consider the budget for the Sewer District.  One year they may have 300 members plus the Seniors use the Center, there is just know way of knowing how many people are in and out of there to calculate it the way we did the school.

Councilmember Potter- thinks it is the fairest way.

Councilmember Frisbee-You are going to have 900 kids at the school every day and that is not the case at the Center.  With 900 kids every kid is going to flush the toilet at least once.

Attorney Siegel-That’s right, the issue with the school is that you have 900 kids every day but you don’t have them over the summer and you have programs at night, the teachers are not calculated in and you have kindergarten half day, so what do you do?

Sue Obercon-Did you compare to other Community Centers?

Doug Cole-that square footage calculation is similar to the one we used in Saratoga County Sewer District in Saratoga County and the Town of Clifton Park.  

Attorney Siegel-we need to be rational in our determination.

Councilmember Potter-it is not going to go up on them either unless they expand which I think is fair.

Supervisor Merrihew-I will sit down with Ken and explain in detail the difference in the calculation methods.  I want it noted that we couldn’t use a meter because this was also the argument with the school that nobody else in the sewer district has a meter so it would not be fair to have one meter among 300 and some odd users.

 No other comments, Public Hearing closed at 7:25 PM

Respectfully submitted

Kathryn G Snell

Deputy Town Clerk

