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Public Hearing September 13, 2007 7:15PM Section 8 Housing 2007 Annual Plan.

Present was Council-member Carlson, Frisbee, Potter, White and Supervisor Merrihew.

The purpose of the public hearing is to receive comments concerning adoption of the annual plan for 2007 for the Town of Duanesburg Section 8 Housing Program.

Supervisor Merrihew introduced Terri Ray who gave a summary of the program.

Section 8 is a low- income rental assistance program that helps low income pay rent.  Presently the program is full, and three are on the waiting list. There is a home ownership assistance program that helps families obtain ownership rather than renting. Instead of the subsidy going to the landlord to assist in rent payment subsidy is actually going for their mortgage. There are 15 people allotted for Duanesburg.  

Councilmember Potter asked what qualifies them to be on the home ownership program?

Terri: All you have to do is be on the Section 8 Program.  It can take between one and two years to be able to purchase a home.  There are classes you have to go to, you have to do credit counseling and you have to be enrolled in a family self sufficiency program so you can have the resources needed to purchase a home. Their coordinators work with families to get down payment assistance, there are grants out there where you can qualify for a mortgage for 1% interest. Overall in all of the programs they handle they have 17 families that purchased homes. Not everyone is eligible for a home and some people do end up dropping out of the program because they just can’t reach the requirements. 

Supervisor Merrihew: I have a love hate relationship with this program. In the past I hated it because it was strictly people who would get in the program and it would be their only way of having their rent paid for them. It is nice to see the program evolving into something that will get people to own homes and get people out of the system.

Terri- Section 8 is strictly a rental assistance housing program. They have over 2000 families in trouble that they work with. Very often and much to often she hears from seniors this month I am going to either eat, heat my home or buy my medicine.  When they are able to get on this program it is quite a relief.  An elderly or disabled individual is going to be on this program for the duration of their life, because they maybe don’t have what it takes to be sufficient.  In Duanesburg 60% of our families are elderly or disabled.  It is a great program for everyone.

Supervisor Merrihew – Clarified her earlier comment, my commeny does not apply to people who are disabled or the elderly.  People need help and young people need help and they need help getting going. It is really exciting to see the way the program has evolved over the years.  

No other comments public hearing closed at 7:26PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Leah M. Lennon

Town Clerk

