Public Hearing July 13, 2006 regarding Zone Change for Harold Baldwin, property located on Western Turnpike, tax map number, Section 67.00, Block 3, Lot 16.1 from Agricultural and Residential (R-2) to Manufacturing and Light Industrial (C-2) so that the applicant could construct a day spa and also operate a self storage company.

Present was Council-members Carlson, Frisbee, Potter, White and Supervisor Merrihew.  Also present was Attorney for the Town Siegel.

Supervisor Merrihew called the meeting to order at 7:00PM, followed by the pledge to the flag.

Supervisor Merrihew read notice as published in the Gazette Newspapers on June 24, 2006.

Floor opened to comments.

George Lent – Duanesburg Rd. – What are they going to manufacture?

Supervisor Merrihew – That is just the coverall manufacturing and light industrial.

The purpose of the request and the change is to open a day spa and self-storage unit.  Self-storage units are only allowed in C-2.  If this zone change is granted then the applicant will have to appear before the planning board to look at the specific project. We have nothing to do with the project. 

 Mr. Lent – Than you don’t know what they are going to manufacture.

Supervisor Merrihew -As far as she knows it is storage units, there is no manufacturing.

Mr. Lent – You should have an idea what is going to go there.

Supervisor Merrihew – They will when the planning board here’s it.

Mr. Lent – Then this meeting is a waste of our time. 

Supervisor Merrihew – This is a big decision that we have, we are strictly looking at the zoning not anything to do with the business.  All of the property within that area is zoned C-1 and C-2 as it is now.  There were parcels there that were zoned R-2 and we are looking specifically right now at this public hearing at rezoning Mr. Baldwin’s property to C-2. So no it is not a waste of time.

Mr. Lent – Then people really don’t know what they are going to do.

Supervisor Merrihew – You will know what they are going to do when they go to the planning board, that is not this boards job.

Mr. Cadwell – Will it raise our taxes, switching the zoning?

Supervisor Merrihew – It is her understanding that it will not, because our Assessors assess the buildings on the lot.  If you get in touch will our Assessor or Building Inspector they can give you the exact answer as to the ramifications of it

Jim Golden – We have vacant property zoned light industrial right across the street. We are paying top dollar on the taxes.

Supervisor Merrihew – You can address that with the Assessor.

Mr. Golden – What about the setbacks?

Supervisor Merrihew – That would be the Planning Board. 

Mr. Golden – If they are going to be rezoned don’t they have to have the same rules and set backs and tax structure as the adjacent C-2?

Attorney Siegel – His understanding is the town can’t single out a parcel to raise taxes unless there’s been a change in use, or if there has been a change in the structure it’s been demolished or improved, or if the town does a town wide re-evaluation.

Mr. Golden – Aren’t commercial rates higher per thousand?

Attorney Siegel – We do not have bifurcated rates.

Harold Baldwin – He is here tonight basically for his property. His understanding is in this point in time whether it is commercial or residential you can still build a home on the commercial piece of property and it would be taxed as such, no differential between commercial or residential.  He would be doing self- storage nothing more than that.  As far as the spa goes, for right now it is on hold.

Supervisor Merrihew had heard that, we had to go by what was on the application.  We are strictly looking at the zone change.  

Mr. Golden stated when he first had his business here you could not build a residence in C-2.

Supervisor Merrihew: that may have been under the old ordinance.

Attorney Siegel – Under C-1, family dwellings with a special use permit and in C-2 under 12.27- all uses permitted by special use permit in a commercial district you can apply for a special use permit to build a home.

Paul Golden – Is this going to be settled tonight?

Supervisor Merrihew – It is on the agenda tonight.

Supervisor Merrihew closed the public hearing at 7:15pm.

Supervisor Merrihew stated the board would be taking up all of these public hearings for discussion at our regular town board meeting, which should start around 7:30.

Respectfully submitted,

Leah M. Lennon

Town Clerk

