April 6, 2006 Public Hearing on proposed Local Law 01-2006 entitled “A Local Law Amending Local Law No. 1-1985 Regarding the Maximum Real Property

Tax Exemption for Veteran’s as Authorized by Recent Amendments to Section 458-a Of The Real Property Tax Law.”

Meeting called to order at 7:20pm, followed by the Pledge to the Flag.

Present was Council-members Frisbee, Potter, White, Supervisor Merrihew and Attorney for the town Siegel.

Supervisor Merrihew read the legal notice as published in the Gazette Newspapers on March 27, 2006. 

Supervisor Merrihew – The Town of Duanesburg has not enhanced its program since 1985. In 1997 other municipalities dealt with this and the county has just passed legislation once again to enhance the program. Carolina Lazzari one of our County Legislators is here this evening.  The board decided it was time for the Town of Duanesburg to take a look at the law and get up to speed and catch up on it.  If you are a war veteran the maximum would go from $6,000.00 to $36,000.00 as an exemption, a combat zone veteran from $10,000.00 to $60,000.00 and disabled veteran from $20,000.00 to $120, 000.00. There are limits that you apply the equalization rate to. A house that has an assessed value of $50,000.00 that is the average assessment would have a total increase in their tax bill of $2.62.  

Supervisor Merrihew opened the floor to comment on this local law.

Art Crandall – Cole Rd. – Asked if this included the Gold Star Mother’s?

Supervisor Merrihew – That is a separate law. 

Walt Miller – Thousand Acre Rd. – He thinks the Veteran’s of Delanson and Duanesburg have been snubbed for 20 years.  Veteran’s, whether they served in combat or not, are the ones who have helped everyone here that is not a veteran and are still living.  He would be in favor of splitting it, 50 for the town and 50 for the veterans. 

Bob Grimm – He is a native of the town though is not a resident he lives in the Town of Florida.  In reading this he understands there is a percent exemption with the ceilings of these dollar amounts. The Town of Florida in 1997 dealt with this and at this point they have 20% for the combat veteran.  In the proposed number here it would put the Town of Duanesburg a little more favorable from the veteran’s point of view than the Town of Florida and that would be a good thing. 

Attorney Siegel:  This is the maximum authorized by New York State Law.  What we are doing is the maximum authorized.

Bob Grimm – This keeps Duanesburg in line with what neighboring towns are doing.

Ron Eberhardt – Western Turnpike – This doesn’t apply to him, he is a peacetime Veteran.  He still served his country and he feels he is being snubbed because he is a peacetime Veteran.

Supervisor Merrihew – We certainly appreciate his service to our country also, as well as those who are in combat. We have to follow the legislation that has been followed down from the state to the county to us. 

Don Collins – Herrick Road – Commends the board for taking this action. Asked if Veterans are we limited as far as percentages or just dollar amounts?

Attorney Siegel- It is a combination. For wartime veterans, it is 15% up to a maximum of $36,000.00.  If your home was worth $300,000.00, 15% would be $45,000.00, you would be limited to $36,000.00 of your fair market value not your assessed value.

Carolina Lazzari – County Legislator District 4 – Commended and thanked the town for taking quick action on this to bring things up to an appropriate level, to recognize the service of all these men and women who have served our country over the years.  It is the least we can do to thank them for everything they have done for us.   

What she has found that is often overlooked in the formula in figuring out how much a person gets off their taxes is the equalization rate.  It just has a way of skewering things in an unexpected way, maybe the board could address that also.

Roy Petchel – Western Turnpike - Does not understand why there was a 21year time lapse.  His taxes have gone up over a $100.00 in the past three years that he has owned his home.  For $2.62 tax increase to cover every veteran in this building now and in this town he will pay it, he does not have a problem with it at all.

Supervisor Merrihew – Can’t speak to the 21year time lapse. This board is here now and we are dealing with it as quickly as the board was able to. She couldn’t agree more that the service men have given enough for us and its time for the town to give back to the veterans. This is our small way of being able to do just that.

Art Crandall – Cole Road – Commander of the VFW.  Thanked the Supervisor and the Council-members for bringing this to the town.  Since September 11, 2001 there has been over 2,300 people killed in Afghanistan and Iraq fighting the war on terrorism, there have been over 17,000 seriously wounded combat 

veterans.  Right here, the ones who are in this group of Veterans that represent the VFW and those who are not in the VFW he thanks them for their service.  

Glen Barton- Van Patten Rd. – He did not realize before the meeting tonight, the Veteran’s exemption only pertained to wartime, combat veteran or disabled veteran. His understanding was it pertained to any person who had previously served and is now serving in the armed forces.  This gentleman brought to his attention that is not the case. Peacetime veterans are not included at all in any type of property tax exemption. His attitude is, is that it was an oversight, not by this town or by the county, but by the state.  If possible this town board and the county legislators could vote on a resolution that could go to the state that would include all veterans that are property owners.  When a person joins the military or was drafted into the military, as was the case years ago, the country may have been at peace that day and at war the next day.  Anybody who was in the military was there they went to fight if that was the case. He thinks it would be much more equable to treat all veterans alike.

Supervisor Merrihew – We will work on that.

Resident – Scotch Ridge Rd. – Not being a war Veteran, he says thank you.

Ray Koontz – Skyline Drive – Is the exemption just on homestead or all property?

Supervisor Merrihew:  Homestead.  Hamlet would be different than residential.  What ever you live in as your primary residence.

Supervisor Merrihew thanked the Veterans that are here tonight, and thanked them for their support in this matter, it does mean a lot to us. She wanted to particularly thank them for their sacrifice, for us to be able to be sitting here.  

Council-member Potter –Thanked all the Veterans for all they have done for us.

Council-member White – It is not a lot and is glad to be here to do it. He thought it was a statewide action not done on a local level.

Council-member Frisbee – She follows that, her husband was in Viet Nam her Dad was in the Navy during the war.

Supervisor Merrihew closed the public hearing.  The board will be voting on this at the regular meeting next week on the 13th.  She will try to have it on as one of the first items to be addressed.

No other business public hearing closed at 7:40pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Leah M. Lennon

Town Clerk

.

