Public Hearing April 13, 2006 - 7:00PM Purpose of the public hearing is to hear comments to amend the Zoning Ordinance to include Exercise Facilities and Similar Clubs, Establishments or Businesses in the C-1 District.

Present was Council-members Carlson, Frisbee, Potter, White and Supervisor Merrihew. Also present was the Attorney for the Town Fassett and the Planning and Zoning Attorney Mathes.

Supervisor Merrihew called the meeting to order followed by the Pledge to the Flag

Supervisor Merrihew: We referred this to Schenectady County Planning and our Planning and Zoning Board, comments back from the Schenectady County Department of Economic Development and Planning approves of this proposal. A letter from the Planning Board, of the Town of Duanesburg would like to recommend that the Zoning Ordinance be amended to allow the incorporation of exercise clubs and similar establishments. The Zoning Board at the February 21st meeting the discussed amending the Zoning Ordinance to permit exercise clubs and or similar establishments in the C-1 District. The ZBA is in support of the amendment as presented as this change does not appear to have any detrimental effect on the town and is consistent with the town comprehensive plan. 

     Supervisor Merrihew read the notice as published in the Gazette Newspapers on 3/27/06.

     Supervisor Merrihew opened the floor to comments.

     George Lent – Duanesburg Road – Where is the C-1 District?

Supervisor Merrihew –It is the entire district, we are not spot zoning, we’re not changing a                       certain parcel we changing the entire C-1 District to allow that use in the district.  There are similar businesses that are currently permitted as a use with a special use permit in the C-1 District.

Mr. Lent- Asked what do they mean by exercise facilities?

Supervisor Merrihew – Gymnasiums & Clubs.  A person has approached the Planning Department with the idea of opening a Curves for women, which is a small gymnasium.  

Mr. Lent- Would additional water and sewer be needed?

Supervisor Merrihew: That would be something that would be addressed by the Planning Board.  It is only the job of the Town Board to look at the zoning amendment, it is the Planning Board that will look at that particular business and if they think that business cannot survive on that parcel because of water or septic issues than the business will not be allowed.

Mr. Lent – Where would they intend to start with that business?

Supervisor Merrihew – Her understanding is it would be up by the Pine Ridge Plaza.

Mr. Lent- A few years back a bank wanted to put a building there they drilled a well and didn’t  get enough water.  This should all be taken into consideration.

Supervisor Merrihew – That is not our job, what we are looking at is the entire commercial district of the entire Town of Duanesburg and it is a use that should have been allowed in that district, there are other uses that allowed in that district now that would be much more intense as far as water and sewer.

Mr. Lent- If the Planning Board looks at their application and disagrees with their application, what happens they don’t come?

Supervisor Merrihew – right. I do not mean to sound evasive, our only job here is to look at the Commercial District as a whole in the Town of Duanesburg and see if this is going to be an appropriate business for that district. 

Mr. Lent –Have they applied for any permits?

Supervisor Merrihew:  No.

No other comments floor closed at 7:15pm.

Respectfully submitted,

      Leah M. Lennon

