March 11, 2010 Public Hearing 

Purpose of the public hearing is to hear comments concerning the Fire Protection

District #3 Fire Department contracts for 2010.

Present was Council-members Carlson, Frisbee, Leoni, Supervisor Merrihew and Attorney for the town Siegel. Absent was Council-member Potter.

Supervisor Merrihew called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM followed by the pledge to the flag.

Supervisor Merrihew read the notice as published in the Daily Gazette on March 3, 2010 and posted on the bulletin board on March 1, 2010.

Supervisor Merrihew: This isn’t anything other than what we do every year and I’m not sure I understand the reason for the added attention to it other than the lawyer said we had to have a public hearing.  We did revise the fire district contracts in Fire District 3, basically the previous contract was a 3 or 4 paragraph contract and in my opinion it did not protect the fire departments not did it protect the town for what I consider to be the expanded role of the fire departments.  I think that with the work that the emergency services as well as your fire calls, I think that you needed the added protection. There are some additional reporting requirements that I have heard grumbling about but I think everybody understands why we are asking for those. 

Floor opened to comments on the fire contracts. I can see that just about all of the departments are here. I would like to read a letter received from Mr. Charles Parker Sr.,

I just found it today.  

[image: image1.png]TOWN OF DUANESBURG
5853 WESTERN TURNPIKE

DUANESBURG, N.Y. 12056
MARCH 1, 2010

DEAR DUANESBURG TOWN BOARD,

PVE THOROUGHLY READ THE NEW PROPOSED CONTRACT WHICH COVERS PART
OF WEST DUANESBURG SERVICED BY ESPERANCE FIRE DEPT./AMBULANCE SERVICE. |
RESPECTFULLY REQUEST YOU WITHDRAW THIS PROPOSAL AND RECONSIDER REASONABLE
CHANGES THAT WOULD TRULY BENEFIT THE TAXPAYER SERVICED BY THEM, CONSIDERING
THE DUANESBURG TAXPAYER PAYS THE LARGEST AMOUNT OF MONEY OUT OF THE 3 OTHER
CONTRACTS AND WESTERN DUANESBURG IS THE SMALLEST POPULATION THEY SERVE.

1] THE LANGUAGE SHOULD FULLY STATE WHAT AMBULANCE SERVICE AND WHAT KIND OF
SERVICE IS EXPECTED [APPLY YOUR OWN RESOLUTION # 96-08: § MINUTES TO ROLL OR
BETTER].

2] STIPULATIONS FOR THE USE OF TAXPAYER MONEY [TAXPAYER MONEY DISPERSED FOR
EMERGENCY SERVICES, NOT NEW VILLAGE HALL).

31 AGGRESSIVE RECRUITMENT WITH 6 MONTH REPORTS TO TAXPAYER.

THANK YOU,
MR. CHARLES A. PARKER SR.

483 ESPERANCE STATION RD.
ESPERANCE, N.Y. 12066

C.C.





Supervisor Merrihew thanked Mr. Parker for his comments you can’t speak because you’re taping. 

Charles stated he was not taping. 

Supervisor Merrihew the agreement was if you are taping you can’t speak.

Charles asked if was being denied the privilege to speak tonight?

Supervisor Merrihew yes I am. And let me just explain to you why Charles.

The agreement with Schopeg.

Charles: No, No I am not with Schopeg I’m here as myself tonight. Are you denying me the privilege to speak tonight?

Supervisor Merrihew: Yes, I am

Supervisor Merrihew: Anybody else care to speak tonight?  Esperance, we talked at fire officers last night and we talked about changing the emergency services where it states emergency services in the contract. We talked about changing that to strictly ambulance because you do the ambulance service and you had preferred the emergency services statement.

Esperance Fire: Absolutely.

Supervisor Merrihew: The only thing that I would like to see changed on them and it is not enough of a change for us to not approve these contracts tonight.  On the signatures page it was a little bit of confusion. For example Esperance and Delanson have a Village Clerk, Mayor and Trustees that have to sign the contract. Quaker Street will have the secretary, the chairman of the board of commissioners and their commissioners and Burtonsville will have the secretary, president and two trustees. The way it was before.

So we will make those appropriate changes and then we’ll go ahead and get them to you.

Council-member Carlson: They all do a good job.

Supervisor Merrihew: They absolutely do. We thank you very, very much for your service we appreciate it.

No other comments floor closed.

Council-member Frisbee motioned, seconded by Council-member Leoni to close the public hearing at 7:23PM. Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members, Frisbee, Leoni, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew.

Respectfully submitted,

Leah M. Lennon

Town Clerk

