Public Hearing July 8, 2010 Section 8 Rental Housing Choice Program
Final                                                                                                         
Present was Council-members Carlson, Frisbee, Leoni, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew. Also present was the Attorney for the town Siegel.
Supervisor Merrihew led the pledge to the flag and opened the meeting at 7:15PM/

Legal notice was published in the Daily Gazette on May 23, 2010 and read by Supervisor Merrihew. Notice was posted on the main bulletin board.

Supervisor Merrihew: We adopt the Section 8 Housing Program although it is a five year plan we adopt it annually.

Supervisor Merrihew introduced Jim Mastrianni who gave us some back round of the program. 

Mr. Mastrianni: The Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher Program is a HUD sponsored program. It’s been in existence since 1976. Nationally is helps more than two (2) million families.  The goal of the program is to help participants have a greater choice in their housing by subsidizing a portion of their rent. The folks who are helped by it are long term, elderly and the disabled.  A participant doesn’t pay more than 30% of their income towards rent and utilities.
We’ve been working with the town since 1985, the town had come to our firm at the time and said that they were interested in this program and we were able to initiate that program for you and have been administrating it since.  My Father founded the firm Joseph Mastrianni Inc. in 1975. In 2007 he retired and I succeeded him.  We help more than 2200 families afford their rent and utilities across the Capital District from Corinth down to Orange County.  We also administer a family self sufficiency program and the family sufficiency program is in conjunction with the Housing Choice Voucher Program and that helps participant’s move off of welfare out of assistance and into self sufficiency.  The five year plan defines our goals and objectives for the next five (5) years.  The goals and objectives are we expand the supply of assisted housing to meet local needs. We want to always improve the quality of service that we deliver through better process and information systems. We want to promote self sufficiency and asset development of families and individuals.  We want to insure equal opportunity and housing. The new goal that we’ve added is we want to reduce program fraud and abuse.
Supervisor Merrihew asked if the board had any questions. No one had any questions.

Supervisor Merrihew opened the floor to public comments

Roy Pechtel- Western Turnpike- Asked if they handle Rotterdam Junction?

Mr. Mastrianni- We administer the program in the Town of Rotterdam which includes Rotterdam Junction.                                                                                                                                                       No other comments Supervisor Merrihew closed the public hearing at 7:26PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Leah M. Lennon, Town Clerk                                                                                                      

