November 9, 2006 Public Hearing for comments on the 2007 preliminary Town Budget

Present was Council-members Carlson, Frisbee, Potter, White and Supervisor Merrihew.  Also present was Attorney for the town Siegel.  

Supervisor Merrihew called the hearing to order at 7:15 p.m. and read notice as published in the Gazette newspapers on October 27, 2006.

Floor opened to comments on the 2007 preliminary budget.

George Lent – Duanesburg Road – Seems like every employee received an increase in their salaries. How much of a decrease to the town taxpayers.

Supervisor Merrihew – Not everybody, the Highway Superintendent position stayed level.  The General Fund is about a 2.6% decrease and the highway fund is about a 9% decrease.

George Lent – Tuesday should have been an eye opener to everybody.  We keep spending and spending and taxpayers can’t afford it. We are the highest taxed state in the United States.  Commented on the situation with Hevesi and having his wife chauffeured, have we got anyone in town that is getting something that is not part of their job? 

Supervisor Merrihew stated that this budget has nothing to do with politics.  On behalf of all town employees she takes great offense to the comment someone is  chauffeuring around their spouse or partying on town money.

Mr. Lent, not the town, he is speaking of Hevesi.

Supervisor Merrihew can’t speak to that and doesn’t think it is appropriate to this board.  There is no one on the town payroll that treats the funds in their budget the way Mr. Hevasi did in any respect other than what the money is appropriated for. She starts the process in July for the budget and goes through every single bill for the last three years.  

Mr. Lent: Last year the budget went up something like 40%, and now you are reducing them a couple of percent. 

Supervisor Merrihew: The main reason for the increase last year was that we had a lot of projects we were trying to accomplish to bring town hall into ADA compliance.  That was very costly.  This year we do not have as many projects. The main project is we are going to bid out to have the back driveway at town hall fixed. 

George Lent: Can you run a business the way the government or the state does. They keep taking it from the taxpayers?

Supervisor Merrihew: Runs town funds the same way as she runs funds for her own business as well as her own household.  Sees what her bills were last year what she anticipates they will be this year and that is the amount of money she needs.

George Lent – Then you are one of the more fortunate ones.  If you look at the Gazette in the legal notices, there are so many people each day that are loosing their homes, because they can’t keep up with the taxes.

Council-member Carlson: You can’t say that is because of how the government is run. How do you know how they spend their money?

Council-member Potter: Rene’ worked very hard on the budget so there would not be a tax increase. The board did not work on this budget Rene’ did all of that. We voted on it but she did the work.  If there is anybody in this room who deserves more money, it is Rene’.  The time she puts into this job verses for what she gets paid.  

Supervisor Merrihew appreciated George’s comments and the board takes his comments very seriously. She appreciates Rick’s comment also. The five (5) of them spent 4 hours going over the budget line by line every single item. We did what we could with the budget.

Mr. Lent – Is not condemning them as a town board.  It is the whole system right from the top of the government.

No other comments floor closed at 7:30PM

Respectfully submitted,

Leah M. Lennon

Town Clerk

