October 12, 2006 Public Hearing, Zone Change form R-2 (Residential/Agricultural) to C-1 (Commercial) for property located at 3953 State Hwy 30. SBL 64.00-2-29.

Present were Supervisor Merrihew. Council Members Carlson, Frisbee and White, Attorney for the Town Siegel.  Absent: Council Member Potter.

Public Hearing was called to order at 7:15 pm followed by the Pledge to the Flag.  Supervisor Merrihew read the public notice as published in the Daily Gazette Newspaper on October 3, 2006.

Floor opened to comments:

Ron Eberhardt Route 20-Wanted to know the meaning of the Zone Change and how it would affect his property.

Supervisor Merrihew asked Colleen Affinito to explain her reason for requesting the zone change and then she would answer Mr. Eberhardt questions.

Colleen Affinito-They are putting their house on the market for sale and they think it is a good location for a business and the community.  Changing the zoning to commercial would make the property more attractive to a business coming in or when they give it to a realtor it could be offered for a business at that site. It would be available if someone wanted to relocate a business.

Supervisor Merrihew-the property is located in the V between Routes 20 and 30 and Youngs Road. The front half of the property facing Route 20 is currently zoned commercial and zoning the back half commercial makes sense. If somebody wanted to purchase the house and leave it as a house that would also be fine, it is a current use and it would have no change to the tax rate. It would allow the opportunity for a business to locate there.  The Hillview and Stewart’s are across the street and if you look at the zoning map the farm property is also zoned commercial even though it is in an agricultural district, he came in a few years ago and had the zoning changed.   Most of the property in that area is already zoned commercial.

Ron Eberhardt-Then the Zone change would not affect me.

Supervisor Merrihew-As is standard with any kind of a zone change the application and plan is referred to our Planning Board, Zoning Board and the County of Schenectady.  I attended both the Planning Board and Zoning Board meetings where the issue was discussed and although I have nothing formal in writing both Boards were in agreement with the Zone Change.  On 9/18/06 a referral was sent to County of Schenectady Planning, they deferred the application to local consideration on the zoning amendment. During research Attorney for the Town Siegel brought out the issue of the deed name and request needing to be signed by both.  It has become an issue with our Planning Board, when people come back the application has been signed by the husband or the wife and not the set, so the names don’t match at the county.  Both parties need to sign a letter agreeing to the zone change.  The Town has received that letter.

Supervisor Merrihew read a letter from Gerry Dwyer, a neighbor of the Affinitos, stating he had no objection to the change.

Short Environmental was completed. No other questions or comments.

Public Hearing closed at 7:29pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathryn Snell

Deputy Town Clerk
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