
FINAL                               

Public Hearing

 October 9, 2008 7:00pm

To hear comments concerning the adoption of a Local Law to provide for a Cold War Veterans exemption pursuant to section 458-b of the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New York.

Present: Council Members Carlson, Frisbee, Potter, White and Supervisor Merrihew.  Also present was Attorney for the Town Siegel.

Supervisor Merrihew read the legal notice published in the Gazette Newspaper on September 27, 2008 and posted on the Town signboard on September 19, 2008.

Supervisor Merrihew-Basically this exemption is for anyone who was in the military between 1945 and 1991 or their un remarried surviving spouse and the exemption will last for a 10-year period.  The exemption will be a maximum of 10% up to $8000 of the value of the residence or at the option of the Town we can add 15% or up to $12,000 of the value of the residence.  That’s what we chose to do.  We based the local law on the higher figure for our veterans.  What this will do is provide a maximum reduction of $3,145.20 in the assessed value this year, not your tax rate.   

Floor opened to comments.

Ray Stone-Duanesburg Churches Road-Is this in addition to the regular veterans exemption?

Attorney for the Town Siegel-No it is not on top of the regular veterans exemption, you can only have one or the other and it is only for a 10-year period.

Council Member Frisbee-Do you have to apply?

Supervisor Merrihew-Yes

Gary Easton-Easton Rd.-How many people in the town are eligible?

Supervisor Merrihew-Paul gave us a rough calculation but it’s tough to know and we are really not sure.

Dick Weakley-Mariaville-Where do you get the paper work?

Supervisor Merrihew-See Paul Denninger, the Assessor, and he will take care of you.

No other comments.  Floor closed at 7:05pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathryn G Snell, Deputy Town Clerk
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