February 8, 2007   7:15pm

Public Hearing:  Review of the proposed Community Development Block Grant in the amount of $315,000.00 for the benefit of the Duanesburg area Community Center.

Present was Council-members Carlson, Frisbee, Potter, White, Supervisor Merrihew and Attorney for the town Siegel.

Pledge to the flag led by Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew read the notice as published in the Gazette Newspaper on 1/25/07.

Supervisor Merrihew the purpose of this hearing is to hear from the public whether or not there could be an alternative proposal for the use of these funds within the town. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1FIRST PUBLIC HEARING

The purpose of this public hearing is to provide an objective and neutral forum for considering overall community needs and potentially competing or alternative proposals for the Community Development Block Grant (“CDBG”) projects within the Town of Duanesburg.  Citizens have the opportunity to identify and discuss Duanesburg’s overall needs and priorities, including the needs of persons of low and moderate income.  Citizens also may propose possible community development improvement projects before the Town of Duanesburg makes the final decision on what project or projects the Town will seek grant money for.


Concerning some specific information:

1. 
Community Development Block Grant Program.  The CDBG Program is a federal program that provides funding for housing and community development.  In 1974, Congress passed the Housing and Community Development Act, Title I, which authorized the development of CDBG Program.  The Program, administered by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, consists of two components:  an entitlement program that provides funding directly to urban areas; and a Small Cities Program that provides funding to non-entitlement communities.  The Governor’s Office for Small Cities administers the Small Cities CDBG Program for non-entitlement jurisdictions of the State of New York.

CDBG Small Cities Funds provides small communities and counties in New York State with a great opportunity to undertake activities that focus on community development needs such as creating or expanding job opportunities, providing safe, affordable housing, and/or addressing local public facilities issues.  A community may propose one activity that addresses only a particular area of need or a strategy that comprehensively addresses the problems of a particular area.

Additional information is available from the Town, or you may go online at www.nysmallcities.com 

2. 
Questions.  All attendees have the opportunity to ask questions and suggest possible uses of funds.  Uses of funds include projects which:

a. Continue to support a mix of rehabilitation, conversion and construction activities to preserve and increase affordable housing, both for renters and owners;

b. Encourage and assist local governments to develop comprehensive economic development strategies which develop viable communities by providing economic opportunities for low to moderate income persons;

c. Encourage and assist local governments to develop comprehensive public facility improvement strategies which develop viable communities and primarily benefit low to moderate income persons; and

d. Develop and implement strategies, which facilitate the coordination of CDBG Small Cities funding with other federal/state/local community development resources.

There will be opportunities for citizen involvement as the program progresses.  Citizen participation is encouraged both in the preparation of CDBG applications and throughout the implementation of the project.  All citizens are encouraged to participate.  All citizens have access to all information and records relating to this program.

3. 
Funding Availability.  Approximately $48,000,000 of CDBG Small Cities funds are available.  The proposed grant amount to the Town of Duanesburg is $315,000, including $8,000 for grant administration and $8,000 for program delivery expenses.

4. 
CDBG Program Requirements.  Eligible applicants are cities, towns and villages in New York State having a population of less than 50,000, and incorporated counties having a population of less than 200,000.  The Town is required to hold two public hearings prior to submitting its application.  The Town’s application will be reviewed to assure that the Town has demonstrated a significant need for the proposed activity and the impact to the community, including providing opportunities for low and moderate income persons.  A determination will also be made as to whether the project is financially and technically feasible.

5. 
Primary and National Objections.  The primary objective of the CDBG Program is to benefit low and moderate income persons.  At least 70% of the grant funds must be allocated to activities which meet the primary objective of benefit to such persons.  For an activity to qualify as benefiting such persons, at least 51% of the persons benefiting from the activity must be low to moderate income persons.

Economic development projects typically involve providing direct or indirect financial assistance to a business to retain and/or create jobs that will be made available to low and moderate income persons.  Other objectives include aid in the prevention or elimination of slums or blight, or addressing a community development need having a particular urgency because existing conditions pose a serious and immediate threat to the health or welfare of the community and other financial resources are not available to meet such standards.

6. 
Job Displacement.  It is not anticipated that there will be any job displacement as a result of the grant funding.

7. 
Special Assessments.  It is not anticipated that there will be any special assessments as a result of the grant funding.

8. 
Written Comments.  Citizens are encourages to submit written comments.  Such comments may be addressed to the Town Supervisor at Town of Duanesburg Town Hall, 5853 Western Turnpike, Duanesburg, New York 12056.

9. 
Technical Assistance To Groups Representing Low and Moderate Income Persons.  Technical assistance is available from the Governor’s Office of Small Cities to applicants, including explaining and responding to questions regarding program regulations and defining terms in the application package.  Their website is www.smallcities.com There address is Governor’s Office of Small Cities, 4 Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12223-1401.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SECOND PUBLIC HEARING

The purpose of this second public hearing is to give citizens and potential beneficiaries of the proposed CDBG project, especially low to moderate income persons, adequate opportunity to consider the potential impacts and benefits of the community’s proposed project, and to comment on it, before the community submits the application.


The application has already been prepared, but has not been submitted to the Governor’s Office of Small Cities.  The Town has made available at this public meeting a summary of the topics covered during the first public hearing.  In addition, with respect to the specific application, please note the following:

1. 
Proposed Activities in the Application.  The funds will be used to acquire furniture, fixtures and equipment for the Duanesburg Area Community Center.

2. 
Requested Funding.  The requested grant amount is $315,000, including $8,000 for grant administration and $8,000 for delivery expenses.

3. 
Meeting Primary and National Objectives.  The Duanesburg Area Community Center will meet the primary and national objectives of making available job opportunities for low to moderate income persons.

4. 
Estimated Time Schedule.  The estimated time schedule to complete the project is six (6) months.

5. 
Public Comments.  The public is invited to comment on any aspect of the application.

Floor opened to comments at 7:18pm.

Walt Miller- Thousand Acre Road – These funds – Is the town applying for them or an outside organization? 

Supervisor Merrihew – Technically the town is applying for it. The whole thing was brought about because the Community Center is actually going to benefit from the grant.

Attorney Siegel – The applicant has to be a municipality, it is a small cities grant.  The town has to justify the purposes for the grant. There are two public hearings. The first public hearing is to see if anybody in the community has a different proposal that they would like the town to apply for.  The second public hearing  which will probably be next month is held for the purpose of letting people review the application. So far there has not been any competing projects no one has submitted any proposals for the funds.  

Walt Miller- Who got the notice that the funds were available?

Supervisor Merrihew – When Mr. Romanski was seeking out funds for his project, he ran across this particular fund.  She doesn’t know on his behalf, but the town was not notified about these funds being available. 

No other comments floor closed at 7:28pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Leah M. Lennon

Town Clerk


