April 14, 2011
Present was Council-members Carlson, Frisbee, Potter, Leoni and Supervisor Merrihew. Also present was the Attorney for the town Siegel.

Supervisor Merrihew called the meeting to order at 7:30PM followed by the pledge to the flag.
Pastor McHeard offered a prayer/moment of reflection.

Supervisor Merrihew introduced Delaware Engineering to present several options to the town board for the impending Sewer District #3 in the hamlet area of Duanesburg.  With us we have Chief Engineer John Brust, MaryBeth and Stephanie. Supervisor Merrihew thanked Mr.   Andrew Suflita Director of Environmental Health at Schenectady County public health administration for coming out this evening. Supervisor Merrihew also thanked Dale and Maryann from the town. 

This is a presentation by Delaware Engineering to the town board. It is a very good start we are off and running on the sewer district for the hamlet.  They have five options that they would like to present to the town board so then we can make an informed decision on moving forward with the sewer district.  Nothing that we say tonight is written in stone, it’s not gospel until we make these decisions in the upcoming months.  I’d like to preface the entire project with the fact that if you don’t hear a piece of information from either the town board or Mr. Warner, I would like to have you not necessarily disregard it but get in touch with one of us first, because as these projects develop it seems that they sometimes take on a life of their own and the rumor mill gets started and sometimes that can do a lot of damage to a very good project. 
Supervisor Merrihew introduced Mr. Brust. A few intro words and then I will turn it over to Stephanie because this is really her presentation.  For the past several months we have been working on a feasibility study, this is the results of that feasibility study, the board hasn’t seen them, the public hasn’t seen them, they are conceptual.  The costs that you’ll see are based on a lot of assumptions. Folks will come to the meeting and naturally say, I’m included and I don’t want to be, I’m not included and I want to be. We had to start the line someplace and we had to stop the line someplace. We’ve been hired to do a feasibility study basically to determine how much funding assistance do we need for this project to be affordable?  We are probably going to need a couple million dollar grant.  That’s our goal here tonight to determine how much funding assistance is necessary to make this project viable and to show you how we got there. The next steps are applying for funding assistance and working with the different state agencies. The town has been through this before and it is a long, long, process.
Stephanie; The feasibility study consisted of the development of several alternatives, based on how many users we could serve, constructability and costs. We narrowed it down to the five alternatives that we are going to present tonight.
1. Alternative 1- Hamlet Base Service Area with Forcemain via NYS Route 7. 
under this alternative, a waste water collection system would be installed to serve the more highly populated core area of the hamlet.  A main sewer line would be installed along portions of Route 20 and Route 7 with additional lines along Duane Avenue, North Avenue and Depot Street. This portion of the collection system within the Hamlet is considered the base service area and is comprised of approximately 12,483 linear feet (LF) of gravity sewer main and would service 125 EDU’s.
               A gravity main would flow to a proposed pump station located within the Hamlet that  

               would then convey wastewater to the existing WWTP via a new forcemain.  The 
               forcemain would generally follow the alignment of NYS Route 7 and connect to the 
               existing sewer line at the intersection of Route 7 and Cole Road. The proposed  

               forcemain is approximately 7,717 LF and would service an additional 35 EDU’s. 
               Collectively, this alternative is comprised of 20,200 LF (3.8 miles) of sewer main and 
               would serve a total of 160 EDU’s.
2. Alternative 2- Hamlet Base Service Area with Forcemain vial Rail Road Bed. As with

               Alternative 1, the Hamlet collection system would consist of approximately12,483 LF 

               of gravity sewer serving 125 EDU’s. Similarly, a pump station would be utilized to 
               convey flow to the existing Delanson WWTP but at a point, just east of Weaver Road, 
               flow would be directed to the WWTP via a route along an abandoned railroad bed and 
               connect to the existing sewer line along Cole Road at a point half way between Route 7 
               and Railroad Avenue. The forcemain alignment along the existing railroad bed is 
               approximately 12,037 LF and serves an additional 3 EDU’s. Collectively, this 
               alternative is comprised of 24,520 LF (4.6 miles) of sewer main and would serve a total   

               of 128 EDU’s.
3. Alternative 3-Hamlet Base Service Area with Package Plant. As with alternatives 1and 2 the Hamlet collection system would consist or approximately 12,483 LF of gravity sewer serving 125 EDU’s. Rather than conveying flow to the existing Delanson WWTP as with Alternatives 1 and 2, Alternative 3 would utilize a package plant located within the Hamlet to treat wasterwater.
   4.  Alternative 4- Reduced Service Area in Hamlet with Forcemain via Route 7. This 

              Alternative reduces the base service area by eliminating approximately 3,911 LF
              of gravity sewer main from the proposed pump station location, west along Route 20
              to the Town Hall.  This reduces the total sewer main within the Hamlet to 7,476 LF
              and potential EDU’s to 91.
 5. Alternative 5- Expanded Service Area with Forcemain via Route 7.This alternative 

             evaluates an expanded service area that increase the length of the sewer main along 

             Route7 to the east by 1,700 LF to approximately the Mobil Station and Route 20     

             to the east by 1,250 LF. This alternative expands the base service area to 15,433 LF
             and increases potential EDU’s to 141.
Once we developed these alternatives we were able to look at the cost per EDU. 

Supervisor Merrihew; This is very preliminary and sometimes you will hear terms and you don’t know what they are. EDU is an equivalent dwelling unit and it is equal to one household.

Stephanie; After we developed the alternatives we were able to compare costs per EDU and also look at user rates.  The user rates were developed based on several funding scenarios pending on what kind of grant monies are available. 

Grant and Rate Analysis  -User rates per EDU

Funding Option                     Alt 1            Alt 2                Alt3                 Alt 4                Alt5

No grant available w/2.5%

financing from EFC             $1,588       $1,901              $1,902             $1,686               $1,700

$600 K CDB

Grant w/0% financing

From EFC                            $1,103       $1,293              $1,290             $1,065               $1,175  

70% USDA Grant

w/4% financing from

EFC                                        $848          $968                 $950                 $851                 $845

50% Stimulous Grant

By EFC w/0%

Financing                               $821          $936                 $945                 $823                 $841

Mary Beth; One of the things we should talk about is why do we look at all these different alternatives.  For every foot of pipe you put in where there’s nobody who’s going to pay for sewer, it costs you money.  If we say we have a concentrated Hamlet that has a lot of houses in this area and some businesses,  what is the balance between that number of users and costs, collecting all their wastewater and then either treating it in a small wastewater treatment plant here in the Hamlet or sending it to Delanson. What we were looking at in all these different scenarios is what is that balance and sometimes it is not as obvious as you might think.

Every year in the federal budget there’s an allocation made to the states that use a certain amount of money to spend on these programs.  
We have to do our homework and start working on how do we get at these financing opportunities. A lot of these financing programs run on cycles and we are at a good point right now to be do doing planning. When Obama bucks were originally announced if you didn’t have your project planned it passed you by. You had to be ready to get the money.
Supervisor Merrihew; We didn’t just decide, we have two sewer districts under our belt so lets go over to the third place, it’s the only one left. The reality of it is in my opinion and I believe it would probably be in the opinion of many of the experts it’s become a public safety issue a quality of life issue and a health issue.  We have had 38 failed septic system reports in the Hamlet. 

As far as looking for funding we, as well as Delaware Engineers and the board will leave no stone unturned. We’ve been working very closely also with our own Schenectady County Metroplex and I’d like to thank them very much.  They chose to help us because they understand the problem that we’re having and the possibility for economic development. They agreed to contribute half the cost of the initial engineering report, which we have now. That was roughly $40,000 total.
Andrew Suflita; There’s no quick fix for any of those problems, based on today’s code. Some of those cannot be fixed so the only long term viable option is get municipal sewer system.
Supervisor Merrihew; Mr. Suflita is from our Schenectady County Health Department, he’s been a wonderful help to us and to have a member of the County Health Department come and support the project is much appreciated. I’m not sure if it’s a common place thing to do. The problem is so bad in the Hamlet area that he’s here to support us and we certainly appreciate that support too.

Anna Denney- Schoharie Turnpike-Asked if the projected cost of tax payer rate per EDU ranges from $800 to $1000?
Mr. Brust; Under those funding scenarios if we get a better funding scenario than the one that’s there, the cost could go down. If the contractor bids came in less than we are forecasting the cost could come down. If we had a major developer come in and that development had a lot of users the cost would come down. Based on the assumptions that have gone into it based on the existing

users that’s the cost. 

Anna Denney; Why do sewers fai,l is it because pipes break?

Mr. Brust; Some of these homes are on small lot size. Any built system has a life expectancy to it.

Mary Beth; Think about how a septic system works how a leachfield system works. The waste water from your house is going to go into your septic tank the solids are going to settle to the bottom the liquid stays on the top. That water kind of flows over into a pipe that goes out into a buried set of pipes that have holes in them that allow the water to leach down into the ground.

Every once in a while you are supposed to have the solids at the bottom of your tank removed.

Not everybody does that is one reason. The assumption is by letting that water run through those layers of soil before it hits the ground water that it’s actually getting purified.  A lot of things happens in those beds and that piping system over the years. The pipes can be intruded by trees roots grown into them. Your whole leaching can have tree limbs grow into it. It could be improperly constructed so it may settle unevenly. It goes through freeze and thaw cycles. Your neighbor does something on their property that now causes more water to flow onto your property and floods your septic system out. There is a lot of reasons septic systems fail.
Mr. Suflita; There are property lot sizes in the hamlet so small, that even if you were going to repair the systems that exist there now, you would not meet separation distances between those systems and your neighbors lot lines or their wells, so there’s potential contamination sources that are potentially contaminating your neighbors wells. Average life of septic systems 10, 15 years and that’s it. You can get a lot more out of them but they are all going to fail eventually.

Mary Beth; When you have a lot you can’t put a septic system in the same spot you have to put it in a new spot.
Peter Watrous; What are dangers to drinking water in the Hamlet or outside the Hamlet. Has there been any problems in drinking water?

Mr. Suflita; The obvious danger is that the more septic systems that are failing the more possible contamination to wells in the area.  A lot of the failing septic systems eventually make their way into ditches and eventually make their way into the Normanskill. TheNormanskill does go into the Watervliet Reservoir and Watervliet are not real happy about that.
Dick Hoffmann- I’ve traveled a number of countries in Europe and go outside the cities and most people have two septic tanks, they are not hooked up to anything. When one tank is full they use the second one and you have the first one pumped.  Our life style we take maybe two showers everyday automatic dishwashers our life style is way above all of these places. It’s our lifestyle that’s caused the problem. 
Roy Pechtel- Western Turnpike- This alternate four isn’t going to come down here right? Does that mean I won’t have to shell out anywhere from $800 to $1600 a year to get on that program.

Mr. Brust; No one has decided which approach would be best for the community. This is just to show the board this is the potential cost. But until we find funding it’s a bit of a mute issue.

Mary Beth; If this project goes forward you’re not looking at having construction happen realistically until probably 2014. If we are going to be looking for money in 2012 we are not going to be building in 2012. 
Mr. Brust; It usually takes a year to design something and two years to construct it and people have to connect to it.

Richard Christman Western Turnpike; I am not in the sewer district but I was interested because I know there were some problems for the Town of Amsterdam years ago, the only correction they could do was businesses that every day had to pump out their septic tanks. A lot of the businesses along Route 30 had to close.  After we designed the sewer system anybody that goes north on 30 can now look at all the businesses that were brought into the town.  

Supervisor Merrihew; I would like to remind the board that Mr. Christman informally submitted a resume that if he could be of any service he is the project engineer on a lot different projects.

We had a very disturbing meeting about a year ago with county health hat there had been a rash of complaints with septics in the Hamlet.  The Town of Duanesburg does not regulate septic systems it goes directly to County Health. There had been such a rash of complaints and there was talk at that meeting that residents we going to have to consider if we didn’t actively pursue the sewer district, residents were going to have to think about serious conservation ideas perhaps purchasing front loading washers and have it regulated in some way by county health.  With so many of the failures the next step would have been actually condemning some of the homes. That is unacceptable to us. The truth is it is a serious, serious problem and we need to get ahead of it before the state does it for us.
Mr. Sulflita; From a long term viability standpoint there’s really not much that you can do. It’s putting bandaid approaches on failed septic systems and that’s not going to last for a long time. It’s not economically feasible for residents to be pumping out on a frequent basis. 
Council-member Leoni- Ever since I have been a town councilmen I heard it many times that the reason why there is no more development in the Hamlet or the Town of Duanesburg is because of lack of sewers.
Supervisor Merrihew called for a break at 8:45PM.

Regular meeting town board meeting resumed at 9:00PM.

Resolution #101-11-Council-member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council-member Frisbee to approve the regular town board minutes of the March 10, 2011town board meeting as written.  Motion carried 3 ayes, Council-member Carlson, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew, two abstain Council-member Potter and Leoni.

Resolution #102-11-Council-member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council-member Frisbee to approve the agenda meeting minutes of March 3, 2010 as written. Motion carried 4 ayes, Council-member Carlson, Frisbee, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew. One abstain Council-member Potter.
Town Clerk read the Clerk’s report for the month of March 2011.
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Supervisor Merrihew read the Supervisor’s report for the month of March 2011.

	                               Monthly Statement of Supervisor
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TO THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF DUANESBURG, NEW YORK:
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pursuant to Section 119 of Town Law, I hereby render the following statement of all money

	received and disbursed by this office during the month of March 2011.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	REVENUES
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FUND
	
	
	
	AMOUNT
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	GENERAL FUND
	
	
	 $   15,090.01 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	HIGHWAY FUND
	
	
	 $   44,579.88 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FIRE PROTECTION
	
	
	 $           0.44 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARK & RECREATION
	
	 $           0.47 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARKLANDS
	
	
	 $           1.22 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SHAFER PARK
	
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SERVICE AWARD
	
	
	 $           0.41 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #1
	
	 $         13.40 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #2
	
	 $         20.52 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	
	 $   59,706.35 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DISBURSEMENTS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	GENERAL FUND
	
	
	 $   69,083.31 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	HIGHWAY FUND
	
	
	 $   35,792.52 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FIRE PROTECTION
	
	
	 $ 166,999.00 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARK & RECREATION
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARKLANDS
	
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SHAFER PARK
	
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SERVICE AWARD
	
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #1
	
	 $     9,508.76 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #2
	
	 $   16,047.61 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	
	 $ 297,431.20 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dated: April 14, 2011
	
	
	
	Supervisor's Office
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Town of Duanesburg
	
	


Resolution #103-11-Council-member Frisbee motioned, seconded by Council-member Leoni the following budget transfer:
From:19904.01.400A              Contingency                                $11,995.00

To:     14402.01.200.33A        Engineer                                                            $11,995.00

To amend the budget for engineering services to conduct the feasibility study for Sewer District

#3 – this expense will be reimbursable when the Capital Project is officially underway and funds

Are drawn.

For discussion: Supervisor Merrihew we borrow from the General Fund and payback when funds are available.

Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-member Frisbee, Leoni, Potter, Carlson, and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #104-11-Council-member Frisbee motioned, seconded by Council-member Leoni the following budget transfer:
From: 90608.04.800 DB Medical Insurance                                             $2,272.75

           90408.66.800 SD#1 Medical Insurance                                         $   490.16

           90408.88.800 SD#2 Medical Insurance                                         $   490.16
           81301.33.101 SD#1 Treatment/Disposal Personal Services          $   516.00 
           81301.88.101 SD#2 Treatment/Disposal Personal Services          $   516.00

To:     90408.04.800 DB Workers Comp                                                                     $2,792.75

           90408.66.800 SD#1 Worker’s Comp                                                                $1,006.16

           90408.88.800 SD#2 Worker’s Comp                                                                $1,006.16

To amend the budget for worker’s comp premiums covering for the increase in premiums. For discussion: Sueprvisor Merrihew; There was a huge increase in workman’s comp that we didn’t know about until after the first of the year.
Motioned carried 5 ayes, Council-members Frisbee, Leoni, Carlson, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew. 
Resolution #105-11-Council-member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council-member Frisbee the payment of the following paid before claims:
Vouchers to be Paid

April 14, 2011

Paid Before

Sewer District # 1 Vouchers #33 to #36 = $4,462.49

Sewer District #2 Vouchers #36 to #39 = $4,176.81

General Fund Vouchers #A89 to #A95 = $2,728.00

Total Paid Vouchers = $11,367.30

Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members Carlson, Frisbee, Potter, Leoni and Supervisor Merrihew.
Resolution #106-11-Council-member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council-member Potter

The payment of the following claims omitting Claim #H85 in the amount of $25.98.
Monthly

Sewer District # 1 Vouchers #37 to #50 = $4,238.39

Sewer District # 2 Vouchers #40 to #50 = $$5,148.36

General Fund IN-House Vouchers # 12 to #14 = $553.64

General Fund Vouchers # A96 to #A140 = $178,906.00

Highway Fund In-House Vouchers #H66, #H68 & H85 = $83.54($57.56)
Highway Fund Vouchers # H6, #H47. #H49, #H52, #H54 to #H58,

#H60 to #H65, #H 69 to #H81, #H83 to #H93, #H95,

#H96 and #H99 = $20,365.38

Total Vouchers Paid = $209,295.31 ($209,269.33 withoutH-85)
For discussion Supervisor Merrihew asked clerk to explain what happened on this; Clerk; We were given this invoice by the Highway Superintendent.  Because we no longer have an account with Bellevue right now, this is for wheel barrow handles that he purchased on Capitol Supply’s account and he is asking to have it be reimbursed to him. I spoke to the auditors and emails back and forth to Jeff  and the auditors said that because we have a procurement policy in place that is violating the procurement policy and we should not be responsible for it, it is billed to Capitol Supply.
Council-member Carlson: This is approving a voucher to Capitol Supply.

Steve Perog; No it’s a voucher to Steve Perog not Capitol Supply.

Supervisor Merrihew; We have a procurement policy in place and it needs to be followed.

Attorney Siegel; What you can do is make a motion without that voucher. 
Supervisor Merrihew: I’m sorry Steve we can’t pay that voucher.

Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members Carlson, Potter, Leoni, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.
Attorney Siegel; I just want to say something on this H-85 voucher for $25.98 for the wheel barrow handles. It’s an invoice from Bellevue Builders it says sold to Capitol Supply shipped to Capitol Supply and there is a voucher to pay Steve Perog. That is what the paperwork shows there is no indication that the town has the wheel barrow handles or anything else.  The Town of Duanesburg is not mentioned here at all. You can’t mix stuff with your personal business with your town obligations.
Committee Reports:

Highway: Council-member Leoni asked if the highway had swept Humphrey Road?

Highway Superintendent: Yes

Council-member Leoni commended Steve for choosing finally a rainy day.

Council-member Frisbee asked about the 284 form. 

Supervisor Merrihew: We would have to go into executive session.,

Attorney Siegel: It doesn’t have to be discussed.

Public Safety: Supervisor Merrihew. Nothing this month on public safety.

Park: Council-member Frisbee reported that a lot is going on.  We are going to authorize the Boy Scout project in Mariaville.  We are working on the point at 7&20. Tree planted in Shafer Park in memory of Bill Massoth.  Eugene did a lot of work at the park this week.
Zoning: Supervisor Merrihew read building department’s report for the month of March.

To: Rene` Merrrihew, Town Supervisor and Town Board Members

From: Dale Warner, Building, Planning & Zoning

CODE ENFORCEMENT MONTHLY REPORT FOR MONTH OF 3/31/2011

Building:

New One or Two Family Dwellings

New Residential Occupancies (not including one & two family)

    4                  Additions, alterations, repairs on existing residential dwellings

    3                  All other permits (pools, sheds, barns, garages, decks, plumbing, Etc.)

                       New Commercial/Industrial buildings

                       New Hazardous Occupancies

                       Additions, alterations, repairs on existing commercial/Industrial/Hazardous        

                       buildings

    7                 Certificates of Occupancy


Operating Permits



  10                 Fire Safety and Property Maintenance (Public Assembly 50 or more)

                       Complaints



1
Stop Work Orders

Zoning and Planning Applications:

       1              Variance




Home Occupation

                       Major Subdivision



Minor Subdivision

                       Special Use Permits

Fees Charged:

Building Permits                                        $700.00

Planning and Zoning Applications                35.00

Parkland Fees

Cell Tower (new and co-location)



Building Dept. vehicles fuel usage 105.6 gallons

Supervisor Merrihew read the building department report for Delanson for the month of March.
To: Sally Burns, Mayor and Village Trustees

From: Dale Warner, Building, Planning & Zoning

CODE ENFORCEMENT MONTHLY REPORT FOR MONTH OF 3/31/11

Building:

                        New One or Two Family Dwellings

New Residential Occupancies (not including one & two family)

Additions, alterations, repairs on existing residential dwellings

All other permits (pools, sheds, barns, garages, decks, plumbing, Etc.)

New Commercial/Industrial buildings

New Hazardous Occupancies

Additions, alterations, repairs on existing commercial/Industrial/Hazardous buildings

Certificates of Occupancy


Operating Permits



Fire Safety and Property Maintenance (Public Assembly 50 or more)

Complaints




Stop Work Orders

Zoning and Planning Applications:

Variance




Home Occupation

 Major Subdivision



Minor Subdivision

                         Special Use Permits

Fees Charged:

Building Permits

Planning and Zoning Applications

Hours Charged to Village

Clerk
1 Hr.


Building Inspector   2 Hrs.


Sewer: Council-member Carlson read the monthly report for the sewer departments.
To: Phil Carlson, Chairman and POTW Board

From: Dale Warner, Building & Grounds Manager

Gary Courtright, Plant Operator

 MONTHLY REPORT FOR MONTH OF 3/31/11

                        New EDU’s



List Name, Location, Sewer District, Type (gravity or grinder) 

             7           Residential Complaints

List Name, Location, Sewer District, Corrective action, dates started and completed

1. Ketchum, S. Shore SD#2 Pump down grinderpump 3/3/11

2. 2203 Weast Rd. SD#2 reset pump 3/9/11

3. 2223 Weast Rd. SD#2 replace alarm, on and re-wire off floats  3/9/11

4. Ketchum, S. Shore SD#2 pump down grinder pump 3/10/11

5. 2388 Weast Rd. Alarm & on floats

6. Sano Batter St. replace pump & off float

7. Ketchum, S. Shore SD#2 pump down grinder pump 3/31/11



           14           POTW Repairs


List Sewer District, Location, Repairs, Corrective action date

1. 3/3/11 SD#2 Island Dr., High wet well alarm

2. 3/4/11 SD#2 WWTP clean Disc filter & Effulent Tank

3. 3/6/11 SD#2 WWTP transfer pump seal

4. 3/6/11 SD#2 Spring Rd. pumpstation alarm

5. 3/7/11 SD#1 Rt 7 pumpstation, High wet well alarm

6. 3/7/11 SD#1 Cole Rd. pump plugged

7. 3/13/11 SD#1 Rt. 7 pumpstation, High wet well alarm

8. 3/13/11 SD#2 Hilltop Pumpstation, High wet well alarm

9. 3/13/11 SD#2 159 Pumpstation, High wet well alarm

10. 3/14/11 SD#2 Hilltop Pumpstation reset pump #2

11. 3/17/11 SD#2 WWTP EQ basin blower fault

12. 3/19/11 SD#2 WWTP SBR#2 max. decant alarm

13. 3/19/11 SD#2 Island Dr. high wet well alarm

14. 3/20/11 SD#1 Rt. 7 pumpstation, High wet well alarm


2
Violations



List Sewer District, Location, Action taken



1. 3/11/11 Evergreen Dr. MH 1&3 leaking contacted Piglevento for repairs



2. Sano Batter St. illegal sump pump connection


Fees Charged 



Sewer District # 1



Sewer District #2



Sewer District #3

Sewer Department Vehicle Fuel Usage  110  gallons
Gary’s back since his surgery and is doing well and Bob passed his test he is now a 1-A operator.
Resolution #107-11-Council-member Leoni motioned, seconded by Council-member Frisbee  authorizing Deputy Town Clerk, Kathy Snell to assume all powers and duties of the Town Clerk in the Town Clerks absence. Supervisor Merrihew explained why we are doing that. For my Deputy Supervisor if I’m not here she assumes all of the duties and has all of the same powers that I have, however with the Town Clerk when Leah was out sick for a week the orders particularly for the highway department were getting backed up. That authority and power has to be delegated to the Deputy Town Clerk specifically by the town board.  Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members Leoni, Frisbee, Carlson, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew.
Resolution #108-11-Council-member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council-member Leoni a to clarify Resolution #82-11 to read to accept the lowest bid for a 2011 F250 pickup with plow from Orange Ford at $30,851. This is the lowest responsible bid for a truck to be delivered immediately and meeting our requirements. Motion carried 4 ayes, Council-members Carlson, Leoni, Frisbee and Potter. One abstain Supervisor Merrihew.
Resolution #109-11- Council-member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council-member Leoni to approve James Murphy as Deputy Highway Superintendent. For discussion; Council-member Leoni we met him last week he seems to be an appropriate fellow for the job.  Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members Carlson, Leoni, Frisbee, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew.
Resolution #110-11-Council-member Frisbee motioned, seconded by Council-member Potter to approve the Lake Road Boy Scout project to cut trails on the town property as submitted by park commission Chairman Peter Watrous. Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members Frisbee, Potter, Carlson, Leoni and Supervisor Merrihew.
Resolution #111-11-Council-member Potter motioned, seconded by Council-member Frisbee to approve the Duanesburg Area Community Center annual Triathlon scheduled for August 27th as submitted. Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members Potter, Frisbee, Carlson, Leoni and Supervisor Merrihew.
Resolution #112-11-Council-member Leoni motioned, seconded by Council-member Frisbee to authorize the Supervisor to sign the annual agreement with Rotterdam for emergency dispatch. Supervisor Merrihew; from what I understand all of the fire departments and ambulance are happy with the dispatching. Motion carried 5 ayes, Leoni, Frisbee, Carlson, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #113—11-Council-member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council-member Leoni to advertise for summer part time help. For discussion; Supervisor Merrihew; we discussed the job description last week at our meeting. Typical work activities would be for maintaining town property, consist of painting, mowing, trimming, cleaning, spreading of top soil.  Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members Carlson, Leoni, Potter, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.
Resolution #114-11-Council-member Potter motioned, seconded by Council-member Frisbee to advertise for the position of Assessor and Building Department Clerk. For discussion: Supervisor Merrihew, Lynn is retiring and she is going to be sorely missed. I figured we would talk about it in May but we have to get a start on hiring somebody.  Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-member Potter, Frisbee, Carlson, Leoni and Supervisor Merrihew.
Resolution #115-11-Council-member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council-member Potter to approve the Highway Superintendent to attend the Cornell Highway School in Ithaca June 6th through the 8th. The expenses not to exceed $800.  Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members Carlson, Potter, Frisbee, Leoni and Supervisor Merrihew.
Resolution #116-11-Council-member Potter motioned seconded by Council-member Leoni to authorize the Highway Superintendent to bid for road millings. Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members Potter, Leoni, Frisbee, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew.
Resolution #117-11-Council-member Leoni motioned, seconded by Council-member Frisbee to appoint Robert Schofield of Whiteman, Osterman, and Hanna as special labor counsel for NYS Department of Labor violations lodged against the Duanesburg Highway Superintendent. Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members Leoni, Frisbee, Potter, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew.

Announcements; 

Supervisor Merrihew: National take back initiative where you turn in your unused or expired medication for safe disposal. That will be held on Saturday April 30th at town hall from 9AM-1PM.

Council-member Frisbee asked who will be taking care of that?

Supervisor Merrihew; Hosted by the Schenectady County Sheriff’s.  

Supervisor Merrihew; We held our Ethics Training on April 5th it was a very good program. It was recorded and a copy given to Dale to be put in our library downstairs.  Thanked Carl for taking the time to record it. It was a very good turnout there was a little over 50% of all town employees.
Council-member Frisbee; The Ethics Board did have an Ethics board meeting Sat. morning  just wrapping up the training class.

Supervisor Merrihew; Mariaville School is sadly closing at the end of the school year.  That is a very nice space that could be utilized and Schalmont School District would like to utilize it for community related purposes. If any of the organizations or businesses are interested get in touch with Schalmont School District.
No other business, floor opened at 9:05PM.

Dick Hoffmann; I am surprised to see the big turnout for the sewer district. Where are the residents for the town that has the problem? The town didn’t cause the problem, the county didn’t cause the problem the state didn’t cause the problem, the people caused the problem.  If we’re going to spend 4 million, we got money from the Metroplex which was our money and now we are going to have grants. Where does the grants come from, it’s our money. We’re going to fix a problem the people caused not the community. If there’s such a big problem let the people take care of their own septic. I had to put a septic system in. I didn’t ask for a grant I didn’t come to the town. I had to get a permit from the town the county with rules and regulations to make it proper. So now we are going have all of us dig in our pockets and help the town out with the people that are creating the problem themselves. Let them fix their problems.
I want to know what happened with the legal cause with the gentlemen over here. I don’t hear anything.
Supervisor Merrihew; I can’t discuss that, it is pending litigation.

Steve Perog Highway Superintendent; I’ve missed being here, but my attorney has told me I should limit my contact with the board who is in the process of suing me. A couple of things I’d like to ask the board, I noticed that you are going to be hiring a cleaner for part time help for the summer. Would the board like to explain why you removed Eugene from periodically from coming over to the highway department and provide us with cleaning services. 

Council-member Leoni you mentioned about sweeping during the rain. I just want you to know before your tenure here I used to have money in my new equipment fund that money was zeroed out in the previous budget, I asked the town board for permission to buy a thruway authority unit that would have allowed us to sweep when it was dry or wet. The town board negated my ability to do that. I asked once again that the town board provide me the ability to buy another dispensing piece of equipment from the Town of Pine Plains. It was a working fire truck pumper that was used and I had the money in my budget, once again the town board said no. It’s interesting to note we were fined by DEC $500 for making dust. The town highway department that day was sweeping Duane Lake. The unit we were using dispensed water and made no dust, the unit that the private contractor was using at Duane Lake made dust. 
Roy Pechtel- Western Turnpike- Last year I got involved with a great organization called Rotterdam Tri County Challenger baseball league. This year it is a group of 172 children that are mentally and physically challenged. This year they started playing baseball in Rotterdam Junction on the old Woestina Little League field and put a lot of money on the little league field last year to refurbish it. This winter I came up with an idea for a fund raiser Saturday May 7th at 2:00 for these kids, everyone is invited.  They charge no registration fees for these kids to play. All of their funding comes from donations and their own fundraisers. Their opening day is May 1st starting at 11:00.  If you like baseball this is baseball at its finest.  If you have any questions you can email me at Roy Pech@yahoo.com. 
Supervisor Merrihew; I would like to mention I understand what you are saying Mr. Hoffmann about which pocket is coming out of and I don’t disagree with you, but with that said

for the people in town that are going to see the meeting on TV I do want them to realize that the sewer district is paid for by only the people within that district. It’s not paid for by Charles Leoni on Scotch Ridge Road.  

Mr. Hoffmann; This is out a hand. If’s it that big a problem they should been here.

Supervisor Merrihew; As it develops you may, this was very preliminary. 

Roy Pechtel-In defense of the sewer system in town it was mentioned in a perfect world where you had good drainage which is all sand and you installed the proper leach field bed for the drainage from the septic system.  Like the gentlemen the system would function properly if you pumped out the system life span is 15-20 years.  The soil around here is either shale or clay so you don’t get any drainage.
Council-member Potter asked Highway Superintendent you said a minute ago it was a private contractor that was sweeping and they were not using water. The system that you were using was using water. I thought we didn’t have equipment that used water to sweep with.

Steve; We do not currently own, nor have we ever owned to my knowledge equipment that can produce water, we had rented a piece of equipment from a contractor and on that given day that given day that the violation took place, the machine that we were using sprayed water on the road.
Steve; The town highway today at the request of the town board turned in all four E-Z pass tags. I guess the burden was too great upon the tax payers it cost us $2.00 to maintain four tags in the trucks. Obviously we’d rather sit in line than pass through using technology. 
Tomorrow morning first thing we’ll be returning the wheel barrow handles, we’ll get a credit, we’ll buy them in cash and turn in the receipt for proper reimbursement because we love to be inefficient, that ‘s what we pride ourselves in this town.

Supervisor Merrihew; Steve, I don’t understand why you have to make everything so complicated.  We just had three hours of ethics training which you chuckled your way through and we have the procurement policy we have the auditors here and we have rules and regulations and you’ve known for 2½ years you can’t mingle your business stuff with our town stuff.  What you have done as far as the E-Z pass it isn’t the E-Z pass that’s the issue, sometimes there’s charges on the E-Z pass that takes these guys you’ve got to figure out who went where and who did what. If you’re going to travel just pay the toll and turn a slip.  Everything that you have done has created extra hours and hours of work for the Town Clerk’s office and it shouldn’t be such a big deal, it’s a small town.
Steve; What about you buying trucks from your husband’s company?
Supervisor Merrihew; I have recused myself I’ve done nothing wrong. I’ve recused myself from every conversation. That was a nasty thing to say. That commeny is typical of the way that you have treated me for the last 2 ½ years and the way that you have treated this town board that people don’t see and you’re colors are coming out now and it stops now. 

Council-member Carlson; Mr. Warner was asked to get three bids, he got three bids, Orange Motors was the lowest bid, we accepted that bid. Rene’ took herself out of any discussion any voting for it and we got the best deal for the tax payers. 

Council-member Potter; Her husband didn’t sell us the truck.

Council-member Carlson; Her husband works in the heavy truck department, had nothing to do with the sale of the truck.

Attorney Siegel; And she complied with the Ethics policy that we have also.

Anna Denny- Schoharie Turnpike- I’ve been at several of the meetings and I’ve heard that you recused yourself and thanked Rene’ for her professionalism.  One of the last meetings something came up with as tax payers we paid for gas that were locked, were those unlocked.
Council-member Carlson; The fuel pumps were never locked. We have no idea why the Highway Superintendent made those statements. They were never locked we were never out of fuel we were never denied fuel, so everything’s fine with that now.

Supervisor Merrihew; I think what we did was out of frustration saying whatever happens, happens. If our town departments can’t get fuel on April 1st then go to Tiffany’s or the Mobile Mart and just get it. We’ll manage to keep the town running in spite of him.

Supervisor Merrihew thanked Mrs. Denny for that compliment. It means a great deal.
Walt Miller Thousand Acre Rd.- Article in today’s gazette that Schenectady County has helped the little league.  Whatever happened to the $100,000 or $200,000 that they got for the Rotterdam Little League for the field two years ago and we got the $100,000 for our park.
Council-member Frisbee; I’m not sure that when we got the money for Shafer Park I’m not sure that Rotterdam got money at that point. It was dedicated to Rotterdam if I remember correctly and we got the $100,000 instead. 
Supervisor Merrihew; I think because they had $300,000 at the time, if I remember correctly I think that they committed the $100,000 to Shafer Park and they gave us a reimbursement check for work we had done up there.  But, I think I’m not sure, you would have to ask one of our legislators that they didn’t have the plan for the baseball field so they may have been holding it in the budget or escrow.

Council-member Frisbee; I don’t think it happened.

No other business, floor closed at 10:00PM
Council-member Carlson motioned to adjourn, seconded by Council-member Frisbee. All in favor.
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