FINAL
Town of Duanesburg

Sewer Commissioners Meeting

May 12, 2011

Present was Council-members Frisbee, Potter, Leoni, Carlson, Supervisor Merrihew and Attorney for the town Siegel.  

Pledge to the flag led by Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew read the notice as published in the Gazette Newspapers on April 28, 2011.

Supervisor Merrihew turned the meeting over to Dale Warner Code Enforcement Office, Manager of Building and Grounds and Sewer Districts. Dale presented pictures of the covers on the EQ. tank, the new pump and pressure washer on the old truck and the new mower. 
Old Business:   Fiberglass covers were obtained from another treatment plant in the area with the help of McDonald Engineering.  When they were doing work for another municipality they were able to get the covers and give them to the Town.  Late last year we purchased the steel to install the covers.  In January they were installed and worked great covering the EQ. Tank. 

The new pump and pressure washer tank was purchased and is in service.  It is mounted in old service truck which will be used exclusively for service of grinder pumps and pump stations.  This will help lower cost for emergency pumping that may be needed for residential grinder pumps.  We will still need outside vendors but, only for large pump stations.  

We have purchased a new mower for the treatment plants.  

Bob Smullen has passed the DEC exam and is now a licensed 1A Operator.  He can now go for his 2A license.

Gary Courtright has completed his training and is now a Licensed 3A Operator and meets the DEC requirements as SD#1 is a 3A plant and SD#2 is a 2A plant.
New Business:   

We have developed plans for operating the Treatment Plants in the event of an emergency for day to day operations.  We have also developed a plan for putting the Plants in Storm mode.

We are working on our annual check of Man Holes looking for leaks and for illegal sump pumps in SD#1.  There are 182 Man Hole covers to remove and check so this takes quite a while to complete.  We would like to mark MH on easements with GPS so they will be easy to find in the future.  With plant growth can be very difficult to locate.

We are currently working on SD#3 which will consist of the Hamlet of Duanesburg and Rt. 7 to Cole Rd.  Last winter, spring, and summer we were working on getting the needed information to apply for grant monies.  Currently Delaware Engineering has provided 5 Options for a Design.

SD#1 Shannon O’Toole of 259 Maple Ave. SBL#75.16-2-16.1 is requesting a refund of 1.5 units.  House was converted from 3 family to single family dwelling.  See attached letter.  She purchased house and made conversion after final roll was completed.

Open Forum:

Supervisor Merrihew-Do you have copies of the sewer emergency plans for the Town Hall?
Dale Warner-I have copies of the plans for Sewer District # 1 and Sewer District #2.  In case of an emergency anyone would be able to go in and know what to do in the event of a flood or whatever.

Shannon O’Toole purchased a house in November or October, they converted it from a 3 family home back to a single family.  They received their Certificate of Occupancy in December but it was too late to change the roll.  They are requesting a refund.
Supervisor Merrihew-I would like to thank you for being patience.  I have spoken to Shannon a couple times on the phone and many times to Dale.   I fully support this, they have done a ton of work on this house, at one time this property was close to being condemned.  I’m sure it has cost an arm and a leg and this is helpful as well as the right thing to do.  
Dale Warner-Currently we are working on checking all the manholes in Sewer District #1.  There are about 182 on and off the road.  I would like to present to the Board in the future to have the manholes marked that are off the beaten path, because after a while the plant growth hides everything and you can never find them.  We found out that Rural Water does it, we don’t know if there is a fee or not, we will have to do some investigation and get back to the Board.
Supervisor Merrihew-That is a great idea because we are not always going to be here.

Council Member Leoni-How are they marking them?
Dale Warner-with GPS, the Town would have to buy or rent a GPS.
Supervisor Merrihew-When did McDonald Engineering give us the cover?

Dale Warner-fall of last year and we purchased the steel to go across.

Supervisor Merrihew-Would you like the Town Board to write a thank you letter to Jack, I didn’t know we had it that long?
Gary Courtright-we probably should.

Supervisor Merrihew- This week I received an e-mail from Mary Beth at Delaware Engineering, Sewer District #3 has been placed on the list for funding.

Resolution #118-11-Supervisor Merrihew motioned seconded by Council Member Frisbee to refund to the residents at 259 Maple Ave, SBL#75.16-2-16, 1.5 units and from this point forward it would be 1 EDU.  Motion carried 5 ayes.  Supervisor Merrihew and Council Members Frisbee, Leoni, Potter, and Carlson.
Supervisor Merrihew-I’ve had quite a few compliments over the past few weeks about Gary and Bob at the Sewer Districts.  A couple of residents couldn’t be here tonight to support you guys.  They said you do an outstanding job and they appreciate you a great deal.
Dale Warner-we’re doing Delanson Sewer District #1 manholes, looking for leaks.  There were two broken manhole covers with cracks. We bought three new manhole covers and replaced two and have an extra one in the event we need it.  We also bought some 1” riser rings. 
Council Member Leoni-How often does that happen?

Dale Warner-not very often, sometimes the plows hit them.

Gary Courtright-we have replaced four in the whole time the sewers have been there.
Supervisor Merrihew-we need to develop a list of vendors used by the Sewer Districts.

With the State Comptroller’s office here, he had said that what most towns do is they develop a list of vendors they use in emergencies.   Then the Town Board approves that list as a blanket list and then you would not be in violation of the procurement policy or bidding procedures as long as it was an emergency.  Makes sure we follow bidding procedures and the procurement policy when it is not an emergency.

Dale Warner-we keep an updated list of the inventory at the plants.

No other business Council Member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council Member Frisbee to adjourn at 7:20pm. All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathryn G. Snell

