



Town of Duanesburg




        Sewer Commissioners Meeting

                                                           April 8, 2010

Present was Council-members Frisbee, Potter, Leoni, Supervisor Merrihew and Attorney for the town Siegel. Absent was Council-member Carlson.

Pledge to the flag led by Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew read the notice as published in the Gazette Newspapers on March 30, 2010.

Supervisor Merrihew turned the meeting over to Dale Warner Code Enforcement Office, Manager of Building and Grounds and Sewer Districts.

Old Business:  The covers we built from tarps and 2” pvc pipe didn’t work in Mariaville.  They lasted through the rainstorms but when we had the heavy snow they just collapsed. I did get a couple estimates for a cover and we applied for a grant through NYSERDA which has to be submitted by April 23rd Rene’ is taking care of that..  

The trailer with pump and pressure washer that we approved last year was not purchased as it was sold so we are still looking.  Hopefully we’ll be able to find one and use that money we set aside for it.

Bob Smullen has completed his classes and has applied for his license for a 1A Operator. He has to take a test and submit it through DEC.

Supervisor Merrihew asked when is the test?

Dale Warner – He submitted the paperwork to them, we haven’t heard back yet.

Through the NYSERDA grant we applied for a turbo blower which Gary and Bob attended a seminar on. We could use one Turbo Blower in place of four blowers that we currently have. They use a quarter of the electricity.

Supervisor Merrihew: Can you also vent that into the building and help heat the building in the wintertime?

Dale Warner: In the summertime we have to run fans in there to keep it cool, you wouldn’t have the heat currently produced inside there so it would help in the summer time also. Then you would still have the four for backup if you ever needed them. 

Supervisor Merrihew asked if there were any questions on old business.

Supervisor Merrihew: Charlie wasn’t’ here last year so maybe you could bring him up to date on the trailer with the pump and the use and how handy it would be.

Dale: It has a tank on it so we could hook the trailer to our trucks and go around for man holes, suck out any sludge and stuff that’s accumulated or if somebody has a man hole problem or a grinder pump problem we can go in there instead of hiring someone to come in and pump each time. You would have the pump and do it that day rather than waiting for when they can get there. 

Supervisor Merrihew: We have quite a few grinder pump issues.

Dale: In Mariaville there is 74, 76 grinder pumps.

Charlie asked if this tank is big enough?

Dale: Yes, it is a 600 gallon tank, and there is a pressure washer so you can hose down the pumps and all of the equipment. Iif there is a problem we can see what it is and change it.

Supervisor Merrihew: This is one of those purchases we found it last year for $12,000 used and by the time we were able to act on it, it was gone. It would be nice if we could act on that a head of time and give the authorization to purchase up to a certain amount.

Council-member Leoni asked is this has a specific name, so if you were to do a search of it you could by name.

Dale: Usually they come with just a tank, but this one was created where they make them up, the put the tank on there and then they put a pressure washer so you have clean water and you have a tank portion to clear the stuff out.

Dale: To give you an idea, I got a quote on building cover for the tank they are about $70,000.  We thought we could build one like a pole barn construction for a lot less than $70,000.

Supervisor Merrihew- Just by virtue of the fact that you, Gary and Bob tried the idea of the tarps and the framing, that’s appreciated.

Council-member Potter: Those tarps that you built lasted awhile because we didn’t get snow for quite a while, so you got more than your money out of it. THat was money well spent.

Council-member Leoni: Asked if they looked into green house kits?

Dale: The problem is it is so windy over there and one side is exposed and the other side is at ground level.  It either has to be attached to the concrete of we are going to have to do some kind of footing and foundation for the one side.

Supervisor Merrihew: Hopefully we will get the grant.
Dale: We’re looking at extending sewer district 1 and encompassing sewer district 3 into it so if you had to make any changes you may have to make an addition to sewer 1. There is no sense in doing it to both of them just do sewer district 2.

New Business:

Dale: Over the last rain storm he showed a chart from the sewer districts in Mariaville. You can see how black it is, this is when the pumps are running. We went out and did a little investigating and the new subdivision that they’re doing on Mariaville Road, there’s a lot of leaks in the manholes we had them plug it up until they get it certified from the engineers so that we weren’t getting any more water in there, That was a big problem we got corrected right away. So hopefully we won’t have that anymore.

Supervisor Merrihew: How did the manholes start leaking in that area was it as a result of the development?

Dale: These are the new ones they are putting in on the new road.

Supervisor Merrihew: And they are being inspected as they go.

Dale: Right, but they are installed and they are leaking. They have to correct them before the town even accepts them.  They had it all connected to the sewer district there’s no houses that are connected to it so we were getting all of the ground water. We did some investigating lifting up all of the man holes and we found it so we contacted McDonald Engineering and they contacted Piglievento Builders and they got it blocked up right away.

Dale: Over the winter we had a couple of problems 403 East Shore Rd. grinder pump damaged from Home Owners Snow Plowing Contractor. We’ve taken a look at it and what we are going to do is the new pumps that we purchased for sewer 1 because it doesn’t need floats or anything and we are going to repair what’s there and charge it to the homeowner.   

Dale: I am also looking for a resolution from the sewer board to authorize Environment One to be supplier of pumps for both Sewer Districts, as Meyer pumps are no longer made to match existing pumps and basins that are in SD#1. The units are self contained and will not need floats and are much easier to change with less things to go wrong

Supervisor Merrihew: That way they would not have to come to us every time they

need a pump.  They would like to get one ahead.

SD#1 Driveway is in need of major repairs as fabric is exposed in several areas. 

Supervisor Merrihew asked for Dale to get three quotes on that.

Dale: On Demand Hot Water Heaters installed at Treatment Plants in place of 40gal Hot Water Heaters.  I thought initially to get a price for on demand hot water heaters. But talking to our heating and plumbing contractor he thought that installing 2 ½ gallon water heaters for the hand sink would be more cost efficient. I have a quote for that.

Supervisor Merrihew: You definitely don’t need hot water for anything else there?

Dale: We need hot water for hand washing and lab equipment, but we have been using cold water because we don’t want to heat the 40 gallons of water. 

Council-member Potter: What about the other hot water tanks what if you just left them there and plumb them in, if they ever did need them, they would be there. What are you going to do with the tanks if you take them out?

Dale: We could do that. 

Supervisor Merrihew: We might just as well leave them there, and then if it is needed at least there’re there.

Dale: DEC has told us to be prepared as new rules are coming soon and all treatment plants will have to install UV units prior to discharge.  We already have that at SD1, SD 2 they made provision for it but we would some day have to put in a UV unit.

Supervisor Merrihew asked Dale what he is doing for the impact of sump pump flows?

Dale: Annually I do field investigation, last year I did Sewer District 1 this year I’ll do Sewer District 2, next year I’ll do Sewer District 1, the following year Sewer District 2. There’s about 300 or 350 manhole covers that you have to lift and you have to do it when it’s raining because that’s the best time to see where the leaks are and you can catch people with sump pumps. Usually when you see big flows like you saw on this chart from a pump station that indicates that there is a lot of ground water because that’s not normal its just a black line here and there.

It’s hard to tell when people have sump pumps you have to go in between and you listen, it takes a while.  You can narrow it down to three or four houses then you have to go knock on the doors and leave notes and hopefully they’ll get back to you. 

Supervisor Merrihew: I’d like to mention that sump pumps are illegal going into the sewer system.

Dale: Yes it is illegal, there is a $1000 fine.

Supervisor Merrihew: The thing is the more the flow into the manhole covers the higher the cost of the electricity, because you basically processing water that doesn’t need to be treated. It’s costing the people within the sewer district to clean their own clean water it really doesn’t make any sense. It is not a good idea. It is also not a good idea to flush cell phones and socks, toiletries and stuff like that down the toilet.

Dale: We had a problem with that, we had a couple we sent them letters and notified them that we found socks and baby wipes, those are typical things that we find in the grinder pumps and they clog up and do a lot of damage.

Supervisor Merrihew: For the water heater you will have to fill out a project quote history. Is that something you want to move on right now?  A couple of these item I would think we’ll either have to wait until we get towards the end of the year and see how the budget is or we’ll need to budget it for next year on a couple of these. Hopefully we will get the grant for the cover.

Council-member Potter asked how high up do you have to go with the cover?

Dale: They have different covers. We’re also looking at a treatment plant in Clifton Park that’s closing they’re consolidating they built a bigger plant. This one’s closing and perhaps through McDonald Engineering we may be able to get us these covers. 

Resolution #98-10-Council-member Frisbee motioned, seconded by Council-member Leoni to authorize Environment One to be the supplier for the grinder pumps. Motion carried 4 ayes, Council-members Frisbee, Leoni, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew.

No other business Council-member Frisbee motioned, seconded by Council-member Leoni to adjourn at 7:30 PM. All in favor.

Respectfully submitted.

Leah M. Lennon

