Final

Town Board Minutes 9/13/07

At A Regular Town Board Meeting Of The Town Of Duanesburg Duly Called And Held on the 13th Day Of September, 2007, At The Town Office Building, 5853 Western Turnpike, Duanesburg, New York, The Following Members Were Present:

Philip E. Carlson, Councilmember

Jean E. Frisbee, Councilmember

Martin A. White, Councilmember

Francis R. Potter, Councilmember

Rene’ J. Merrihew, Supervisor

Town Board Meeting called to order at 7:35pm followed by the pledge to the flag.

Floor opened to comments on the agenda.

No one wished to speak, floor closed at 7:36pm.

Resolution #122-07-Councilmember Carlson motioned seconded by Councilmember Frisbee the approval of the minutes for Regular August 9, Town Board Meeting. Motion carried 5 ayes. Councilmember Carlson, Frisbee, White, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew read the clerks report for the month of August 2007.

                          Total Local Shares Remitted                          $976.08

                          Total Non-Local Revenues                              920.58

                          Total State, County & Local Revenues       $1,896.66

Supervisor Merrihew read the Supervisors report for the month of August.

	                               Monthly Statement of Supervisor

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TO THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF DUANESBURG, NEW YORK:
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pursuant to Section 119 of Town Law, I hereby render the following statement of all money

	received and disbursed by this office during the month of August 2007.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	REVENUES
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FUND
	
	
	
	AMOUNT
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	GENERAL FUND
	
	
	 $   36,681.48 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	HIGHWAY FUND
	
	
	 $   42,952.48 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FIRE PROTECTION
	
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARK & RECREATION
	
	 $         23.48 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARKLANDS
	
	
	 $         50.92 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SHAFER PARK
	
	
	 $           0.75 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SERVICE AWARD
	
	
	 $         19.44 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #1
	
	 $     1,336.30 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #2
	
	 $     1,754.00 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	 $     82,818.85 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DISBURSEMENTS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	GENERAL FUND
	
	
	 $ 105,199.64 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	HIGHWAY FUND
	
	
	 $   38,185.64 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FIRE PROTECTION
	
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARK & RECREATION
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARKLANDS
	
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SHAFER PARK
	
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SERVICE AWARD
	
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #1
	
	 $   17,107.44 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #2
	
	 $ 132,404.73 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	 $    292,897.45 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dated: September 13, 2007
	
	
	
	
	Supervisor's Office

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Town of Duanesburg


Resolution #123-07-Councilmember Potter motioned seconded by Councilmember Frisbee the payment of the following claims:

 Vouchers to be Paid

9/13/07

Paid Before

Sewer District # 1 Voucher #82 & #83   = $ 3,455.74

Sewer District # 2 Vouchers #86 to #89     = $115,173.07

General Fund Vouchers #A333 to  #A340  = $ 37,563.06

General Fund In-House Voucher #A26  =    $63.50

Paid Before total = $ 156,255.37

_______________________________________________________

Monthly Vouchers 

Sewer District # 1 Vouchers #84 to #89  = $ 5,129.71  

Sewer District # 2 Voucher #90 to #97  = $8,471.70  

General Fund Vouchers #A341 to #A371  =  $ 53,686.34

In-house Vouchers #A27 & #A28  =  $147.96   

Highway Vouchers # M148 to #M160 = $8,651.59       

     Total vouchers paid $79,087.30    

Motion carried 5 ayes, Councilmember Potter, Frisbee, Carlson, White and Supervisor Merrihew.

Committee Reports:

Highway: Councilmember Potter reported the highway department will be going to black top Gutha Road and Mt. View Road later in Sept. or in Oct.

Public Safety: Supervisor Merrihew reported on the town fire officers meeting held last night in Esperance. At last nights meeting the Town of Duanesburg has been working with the county, primarily the fire departments for a grant from New York State for the purposes of having a central dispatch unit in the county. Last night John Nuzback who is the Schenectady County Fire Coordinator had told all them that a grant from New York State for a $100,000.00 has been received for the purposes of conducting a feasibility study for central dispatch so it is basically the first step to central dispatch. Anybody who is in emergency services can tell you that the dispatch situation, which comes out of the state trooper’s barracks in Princtown isn’t without its faults.  

Councilmember Carlson – Part of the problem with dispatching is the western end of the town is on low band frequency and everybody on this end of the town is on high band.  Even talking with each other is difficult at times. With a central dispatch it would help out.

Supervisor Merrihew introduced Mary Grimm Treasurer for the Ambulance Corp. Mary attended the agenda meeting and reported on the lack of members and funds to keep the department in operation. It is something we are going to have to deal with this is a developing thing that the board just heard about last week.  If the town has to go to what we call a paid  Ambulance  Corp and provide services for Duanesburg in that form it would cost roughly2 million dollars to start up. A few years ago we talked with Rotterdam and a little bit with Mohawk Ambulance about possibly going to paid services.  At that point she had a figure of about 1.2 million  startup  to provide service on a yearly basis. With about 3300 parcels that would add about  $680.00 per year added to the residents tax bill.  The most important thing is that we are going to try and inform the public and let them know what’s down the pike. We are going to take this year for the ambulance corp. to make some changes and lean down a little bit as well as some changes on our end financially. She asked everyone here tonight to spread the word on the need for volunteers. It is critical news, it very important that people realize the situation.     

Councilmember Potter- It is critical DVAC survives.  It would hurt all of the tax payers if we had to contract out for ambulance service.

Councilmember White- It is the right thing to do in responding to their request.

Mary Grimm-They are going to keep working on this through the board and have more meetings and are going to try and trim down their budget and try to make more changes, but they do need more volunteers.  They will also be having a turkey fundraiser turkey dinner on October 27th.

Jean Frisbee – Supports trying to keep DVAC going. With out the ambulance corp. it is just a scary situation.

Supervisor Merrihew – If the ambulance corp. had to go to paid services that would push all of the responsibility and liability on the town. 

Park: Councilmember Frisbee reported, tonight the board will pass a resolution for the park building to go out to bid.  She commented on the trash that is being left behind at the park. She lives around the corner from the park and often goes over there in the morning and brings her trash bag and picks up trash at the park on a regular basis. Which is unbelievable. There are signs stating to take out your own trash but some people still leave it.  The park looked nice after the cleanup on Mon. Eugene does a great job mowing.  The seniors keep the flower beds going they look nice.

Supervisor Merrihew- The Lions Club wants to help with the rebuilding of the building that burned at Van Patten Park.  The only problem is a lack of manpower.  We have to get the paperwork started quickly if we want to start building this year.

Zoning: Supervisor Merrihew read the Building Inspectors Report for the month of August.

September 6, 2007

To:           Rene Merrihew, Supervisor

From:       Dale R. Warner & Jeff Senecal

CODE ENFORCEMENT MONTHLY REPORT ENDING AUGUST 31, 2007
29 Building Permits

6 New Construction

6 Renewals

4 Sanitation Permits

1 Sewer Dist. #1 Permit

1 Sewer Dist. #2 Permit

14 Certificates of Occupancy

4 Violations Pending

1 Demolition Permit

Planning Board:

2 Minor Subdivision Applications

1 Special Use Application

Zoning Board of Appeals:

1 Setback Application for addition

Building Fees Collected: $ 3,604.25

Sewer Dist. #1                    1,000.00 (O&M)

Sewer Dist. #2                    1,000.00 (O&M)

Parkland Fees                               .00

Total of All Permits       $ 5,604.25
Inspection Miles for Ford Explorer   464

Inspection Miles for Ford F-250        589

Total Miles for August                     1053

lcl

Supervisor Merrihew reported the town had contracted with the Village of Delanson for Building Inspector services. No code enforcement, only building inspection.

Amanda Gemmiti who won $500.00 in the GE Elfun society essay contest presented each of the board members with a packet that included a copy of her essay, titled a Sign of Distinction and addresses the need for a sign on Rt. 7 before the I-88 exit, welcoming both residents returning home, and travelers passing through on Rt. 7 at the I-88 exit.  The packet also included a letter from GE awarding her the funding to erect a sign. She included a sketch of her idea for a sign that she drew, along with a budget of what the sign may cost and how the money is to be spent. She hopes to contribute that to the total cost of the sign. Her funding through GE will last until Nov. 30th. 

The board thanked Amanda for her terrific presentation to the board and the residents regarding her project.

Supervisor Merrihew asked the Highway Superintendent what would be needed to get official approval.

Mr. Grimm stated if its a town sign, supervised by the town we just have to get it cleared from NYS engineering department. It has never been a problem.  They will erect it or we can. 

Resolution #125-07- Councilmember Frisbee motioned seconded by Councilmember Carlson to transfer funds:

                 From: 71101.01.100 A Parks PS    $1000.00

                         To: 71104.01.400 A Parks CE          $1000.00

Motion carried 5 ayes Councilmember Frisbee, Carlson, White, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #126-07- Councilmember Frisbee motioned seconded by Councilmember Potter to transfer funds: 

                  From: 90608.03.400 DA Medical Insurance          $6,311.00

                          To: 5124.03.400 DA Snow Removal CE                $6,311.00

Motion carried 5 ayes Councilmember Frisbee, Potter, Carlson, White and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #127-07-Councilmember Potter motioned seconded by Councilmember Carlson to adopt the 2007Annual Plan for the Section 8 Housing Program. Motion carried 5 ayes, Councilmember Potter, Carlson, Frisbee, White and Supervisor Merrihew

Resolution#128-07-Councilmember White motioned seconded by Councilmember Frisbee to authorize the installation of sign on Rt. 7 past the I-88 intersection. Sign designed by Amanda Gemmiti for the Elfun project and to be per New York State Department of Transportation specifications. Motion carried 5 ayes, Councilmember White, Frisbee, Carlson, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew. 

Resolution #129-07-Councilmember Frisbee motioned seconded by Councilmember Potter to authorize Lamont Engineering to bid for estimates to construct restrooms and storage area at Shafer Park.  Motion carried 5 ayes Councilmember Frisbee, Potter, Carlson, White and Supervisor Merrihew. 

Resolution #130-07- Councilmember White motioned seconded by Council-member Potter to authorize the Supervisor to execute and deliver the Small Cities Grant agreement on behalf of the of the recipient, DACC.  Motion carried 5 ayes, Councilmember White, Potter, Carlson, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #131-07-Councilmember Potter motioned seconded by Councilmember Carlson to authorize the Code Enforcement Officer, Dale Warner, Town Clerk Leah Lennon and Town Board Member Francis R. Potter as authorized signatories to request funds on behalf of the town for the DACC grant.  Motion carried 5 ayes. Councilmember Potter, Carlson, White, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #132-07-Councilmember Carlson motioned seconded by Councilmember Potter to schedule a public hearing to amend the Sewer Use Law to establish rates for the Duanesburg area Community Center on October 11, 2007 at 7:15PM. Motion carried 5 ayes, Councilmember Carlson, Potter, White, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew. 

Councilmember Potter will contact Doug Cole from McDonald Engineering to see if he can be here for the hearing.

Resolution #133-07-Councilmember Carlson motioned seconded by Councilmember Potter to schedule budget workshop for Monday October 15, 2007 at 6PM. Motion carried 5 ayes Councilmember Carlson, Potter, Frisbee, White and Supervisor Merrihew.

Announcements:

Supervisor Merrihew gave an update on the sex offender legislation that was passed at the county. On August 23rd a public hearing was held and on August 24th was the vote.  Law #4 which was the law that required all sex offenders to move out of the city of Schenectady as of Oct. 1st was rescinded.  There were two legislators that voted against rescinding the law  Sue Savage the Chair and Bob Farley.  The other law was not rescinded they simply took level one offenders out. They did however in an 11th hour measure bring an amendment to the floor that created a sex offender panel and that is something like 43 people. These members will be able to provide much needed statistics but may not be much help to address the issue of  the management of sex offenders. She knows Carolina Lazzari has been an advocate of the capitol district sex offender Management Coalition, Dr. Hamil is in charge of that and he has not been included on the panel. The panel is to be established in 10 days and up and running in 30.  To date it hasn’t been.  

Brad Littlefield – The amendment made in the 11th hour, which was actually postponed at the beginning of the meeting was made by Legislator Farley and Legislator Suhrada and contained a lot of points they wanted the panel to address.  There are a lot of questions this panel is supposed to address in 90 days. 

Supervisor Merrihew – We are basically waiting for the formation of this panel and then we will begin meetings.

Supervisor Merrihew – DBA sign installation. There is a new welcome to Duanesburg sign by Duanesburg Oil tanks on Rt. 20. It looks great.

October 27th our own Planning Board Chair Sandra Scott has scheduled a workshop for the planning and zoning board, inviting Esperance, Delanson, Princetown and others to a workshop entitled Land, Wind, and Water.

Emergency Service Fundraisers:

September 22, Ziti Dinner at Mariaville Fire Department

October 13, Bar-B-Cue at Burtonsville Fire Department

October 20 Bar-B-Cue at Mariaville Fire Department

October 26, Turkey dinner at Duanesburg Ambulance

Pancake breakfasts in Delanson Start in October, 1st Sunday of every month until April

Privilege to the floor opened at 8:50PM. 

Bill Grimm- Duanesburg Highway Superintendent- Spoke of the pavilion at the park. The board might want to consider the prevailing wage is actually higher than highway employees overtime. If the board gets in a bind he is sure most of the guys there are familiar with construction and they would gladly help out in the afternoons or a Saturday. You might want to consider that as an alternative if you have to put it out to bid.

Supervisor Merrihew- Thanked Bill. That might solve our problem.

Walt Miller- Spoke of the ambulance corp. possibly selecting two or three people and meet with Scho-Wright ambulance corp. and try to get the nuts and bolts for their operation and give us an idea of their budget, how they get their people and how they can operate. From what he sees they seem to be a very successful ambulance corp.

Supervisor Merrihew – Thought of that also. She had e-mailed Scott Haverly who she thinks is the one that is in charge there, asking him to get in contact with her on their operation.

Charles Parker – Esperance Station Road- informed the board of one of the planning board members he observed over the past months that he has attended meetings not participating during their meetings.   He also spoke of an environmental form filled out and signed by the planning board secretary rather than one of the board members. 

Walt Miller – commented that he is the one Mr. Parker is referring to.

Supervisor Merrihew – Mr. Parker should bring his comments regarding the form to the planning board.

Council-member White – Thinks our planning board is doing a very good job and will stand behind them. They are all volunteers for the town and thinks they should be commended for this service. They spend a lot of time and it is not easy. Is everything perfect, no, nobody does a perfect job. He was on the planning board with Walt. Walt has a lot of good ideas he is a thinker. He may not be verbal, but that is no reason to criticize anybody.

Mr. Parker- Is not criticizing anybody. This is only what he observed.

Supervisor Merrihew also commented she is honored to have Walt serve on our planning board. 

Brad Littlefield- Schoharie Turnpike- The ambulance corp. does Scho-Wright serve Esperance, or do they have their own?

Supervisor Merrihew- They have their own.

Mary Grimm –Thanked the board for the work they have been doing for our community and other communities and in trying to battle with the legislature and on the sex offender bill.

No other comments floor closed at 9:10PM.

I, Leah M. Lennon, Town Clerk of the Town of Duanesburg do hereby certify that this is a true and accurate transcript of the Town Board Meeting held at the Duanesburg Town Hall, 5853 Western Turnpike Duanesburg, NY on September 13, 2007.
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