
Town Board Meeting

October 11, 2007

At a Regular Town Board Meeting of the Town of Duanesburg duly called and held on the 11th day of October 2007, at the Town Office Building, 5853 Western Turnpike, Duanesburg, New York, the following members were present: 

Philip E. Carlson, Councilmember

Jean E. Frisbee, Councilmember

Francis R. Potter, Councilmember

Martin A. White, Councilmember

Rene` J. Merrihew, Supervisor

Also present was Attorney for the Town Siegel.

Town Board Meeting was called to order at 7:30pm followed by the pledge to the flag and a moment of silence to honor Muriel Peterson, Supervisor of Princetown

Floor opened to comments on the agenda.

No one wished to speak, floor closed at 7:33 pm.

Resolution #137-07-Councilmember Carlson motioned seconded by Councilmember Frisbee to approve the minutes for the September 19th Public Hearing for Section 8 housing.  Motion carried 5 ayes.  Councilmember Carlson, Frisbee, White, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #138-07-Councilmember Carlson motioned seconded by Councilmember White to approve the minutes for Regular September 13th Town Board Meeting.  Motion carried 5 ayes.  Councilmember Carlson, White, Frisbee, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew wanted to clarify her statement concerning the startup figure to provide ambulance service.  The 1.2 million is the startup not an annual cost; the annual cost would be some where in the hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Supervisor Merrihew read the clerk’s report for the month of September.



Total Local Shares Remitted                      $520.34



Total Non-Local Revenues                         2,474.11



Total State, County & Local Shares        $2,994.45

Supervisor Merrihew read the Supervisor’s report for the month of September:

	                               Monthly Statement of Supervisor

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TO THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF DUANESBURG, NEW YORK:
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pursuant to Section 119 of Town Law, I hereby render the following statement of all money

	received and disbursed by this office during the month of September 2007.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	REVENUES
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FUND
	
	
	
	AMOUNT
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	GENERAL FUND
	
	
	 $        40,074.62 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	HIGHWAY FUND
	
	
	 $        42,921.12 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FIRE PROTECTION
	
	
	 $                     -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARK & RECREATION
	
	
	 $               21.59 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARKLANDS
	
	
	 $               46.82 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SHAFER PARK
	
	
	 $                 0.70 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SERVICE AWARD
	
	
	 $               18.05 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #1
	
	
	 $             256.07 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #2
	
	
	 $          6,288.71 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	 $           89,627.68 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DISBURSEMENTS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	GENERAL FUND
	
	
	 $        51,804.68 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	HIGHWAY FUND
	
	
	 $        22,918.09 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FIRE PROTECTION
	
	
	 $                     -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARK & RECREATION
	
	
	 $                     -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARKLANDS
	
	
	 $                     -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SHAFER PARK
	
	
	 $                     -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SERVICE AWARD
	
	
	 $                     -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #1
	
	
	 $        10,939.23 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #2
	
	
	 $        10,152.28 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	 $           95,814.28 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dated: October 11, 2007
	
	
	
	
	
	Supervisor's Office

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Town of Duanesburg


Resolution #136-07-Councilmember Potter motioned seconded by Councilmember Frisbee the payment of the following claims:

Vouchers to be Paid

10/11/07

Paid Before

Sewer District # 1 Voucher #90 to #92   = $ 4,250.75

Sewer District # 2 Vouchers #98 to #100     = $161.63

General Fund Vouchers #A372 to  #A374  = $ 919.98

Paid Before total = $ 5,332.36

_______________________________________________________

Monthly Vouchers 
Sewer District # 1 Vouchers #93 to #97  = $4,624.23   

Sewer District # 2 Voucher #101 to # 111 = $12,924.36  

General Fund Vouchers #A375 to #A406  =  $60,407.37 

In-house Vouchers #A29 & #A30  =  $128.95   

Highway Vouchers # M161 to #M179 = $33,766.21       

     Total vouchers paid $ 111,851.12

Motion carried 5 ayes, Councilmember Potter, Frisbee, White, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew.

Committee Reports:
Highway:  Councilmember Potter reported there was no meeting and he had nothing from the Highway Superintendent.  He had concerns about Spring Rd in Mariaville with winter coming.  Although it is a county road the Town plows it for the County and the road crews have trouble plowing when cars park on the road. No parking signs during the winter would help. A letter would need to be sent to the County and they would put the signs up. Also before the road was blacktopped there was a swale on the right side which stopped the water from running over the road, it its now flat as shown on photos.  He would like the swale put back and would talk to the County personally.

Supervisor Merrihew-During the regular business meeting we can make a motion authorizing the Supervisor to send a letter to the County requesting the posting of no parking signs for Spring Rd in Mariaville from November to April. For the swale problem maybe you be should contact Joe Ryan. Also Frank Spor had concerns about several laws in reference to salt sheds, sand storage and storing trucks inside that supposedly needs to be accomplished by 2009. I don’t know where it came from.

Councilmember Potter-Believes the subject of salt sheds etc. was discussed at shared services meetings.  I saw nothing on paper. They were only discussing it.

Public Safety: Supervisor Merrihew reported that the sirens for the Gilboa Dam were tested on Tuesday.  Also the Ambulance Corps has been providing the required reports.  They missed 3 out of 85 calls, 5 times all 4 ambulances were out.  Marty and I will be working with the Ambulance Corps on some ideas over the year.  She would like to see an ambulance in Mariaville.

Councilmember Carlson stated they test the sirens every other Tuesday.

Park: Councilmember Frisbee reported she had talked to the engineer and the design for Shafer Park has been finalized for 2 sizes based on cost. He is in the process of giving it to the electrical engineer to work out the electrical in the building and he is working on the spec and bid process but doesn’t think it will be this fall.  There are concerns about the plumbing because the building will not be heated.  There will be a drain on each line so we can drain the lines out and a spot for antifreeze. There were also concerns about the water; a UV system was suggested in the sinks. The Engineer suggested the pipes be placed on the inside wall as opposed to between the walls in case they happen to freeze.  

Supervisor Merrihew-the water is tested every year and as long as the pipes were shielded somehow to protect them from vandalism mounting them on the wall would be acceptable.

Councilmember Frisbee met with Carol McClain from Princetown.  Together they 

calculated what Princetown owes for the Swim Program and The Summer Youth Program.  10% of the total children participating in the Swim program and 33% of the Summer Youth Program were from Princetown.  The amount owed from Princetown is $1947.94.  I received an E-mail from Kate Meyer about a memory board at Shafer Park for Pop Warner.  There are going to be plaques for people that have donated money.  One was extended to the Town and she would like to know what the Town would like on the plaque. Would  “Town of Duanesburg” be all right?

Supervisor Merrihew-The “Town of Duanesburg” will be fine. Also I saw the e-mail and they wanted to put just Jean  on the plague but Jean was very upset by that because we all had worked with Pop Warner and made it possible. She wanted it to be the Town.  

Zoning: Supervisor Merrihew reported the Ad-Hoc committee meets at the end of the month every month and is working on a Wind Power ordinance; it would be a stand-alone ordinance similar to the Tele-communications ordinance.

Supervisor Merrihew read the Building Inspectors report for the month of September:

October 1, 2007

To:      Rene Merrihew, Supervisor and Town Board Members

From:  Dale R. Warner & Jeff Senecal

CODE ENFORCEMENT MONTHLY REPORT ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2007

16 Building Permits

1 Commercial

2 New Construction

2          Renewals

3 Violations

1           Demolition Permit

14 Certificates of Occupancy

                   Verizon Wireless/Crown Atlantic Annual Fee of $1,000.00

      2           Sewer District #2 Permits

1 Princetown

Planning:

2 Special Use Applications

2 Minor Subdivisions

ZBA:

1 Variance Application

Building Fees Collected: $3,674.00

Sewer Dist. #1                          0.00

Sewer Dist. #2                   1,000.00

Parkland Fees                           0.00

Total of All Permits      $4,674.00

      Inspection Miles for Ford Explorer   617

      Inspection Miles for Ford F-250       272

      Total Miles for September                889

 Village of Delanson building report for September:


1 new building permit issued


1 Certificate of Occupancy

5 inspections

5 hours, 30 miles. 1 clerical hour

This is what we are using to bill Delanson for the service. 

Resolution #137-07-Councilmember Potter motioned seconded by Councilmember Frisbee the following budget transfer:

From: 16704.01.400 A Central Print/Mail

$3198.00



To:  16804.01.400 A Data Processing CE
$3198.00

To cover for SIMs program costs, new backup system and equipment and computer repairs, labor.

Motioned carried 5 ayes, Councilmember Potter, Frisbee, White, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution # 138-07-Council Member Frisbee motioned seconded by Council member White the following budget transfer:

 From 90608.03.800 DA Medical Insurance
    $2.351.00


 To:  51424.03.400 DA Snow Removal CE              $2,351.00

To cover for additional snow removal costs for ice control sand and its hauling and rising costs of fuel to operate equipment.

Motion carried 5 ayes, Councilmember Frisbee, White Potter, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution 139-07-Councilmember Frisbee motioned seconded  by Councilmember Potter the following budget transfer:

  From: 90608.03.800 DA Medical Insurance

$6,886.00


  To:  51302.03.200 DA Machinery


$6,886.00

To cover for additional costs replacement of motor in the grader.

Motion carried 5 ayes, Councilmember Frisbee, Potter, Carlson, White and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #140-07-Councilmember Potter motioned seconded by Councilmember Frisbee to authorize the Supervisor to send a letter to Schenectady County requesting no parking signs be placed on Spring Rd. in Mariaville from November to April. Motion carried 5 ayes, Councilmember Potter, Frisbee, White, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #141-07- Councilmember Potter motioned the following resolution seconded by Councilmember Carlson to amend Sewer Use Law to establish the rates for Duanesburg Area Community Center.  

RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE TOWN OF DUANESBURG SEWER USE LAW, USER UNIT SCHEDULE PROVIDED IN APPENDIX B TO ADD CLASSIFICATION #20 DUANESBURG AREA COMMUNITY CENTER NOTE 7, EACH OF WHICH IS ATTACHED.

WHEREAS, the Town of Duanesburg has heretofore adopted the Sewer Use Law for Sewer District #1 and Sewer District #2, and

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on October 11, 2007 with respect to the adoption of the above mentioned amendment, and

WHEREAS, the Town of Duanesburg finds it necessary to make occasional amendments to the law to ensure the orderly use and maintenance of said districts, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Duanesburg does hereby adopt the following amendment:

Amend the User Unit Schedule provided in Appendix B to add Classification #20, Duanesburg Area Community Center and Note #7, each of which are attached.

APPENDIX B

USER UNIT SCHEDULE

	Classification #
	Classification Description
	# of User Units (EDU’s) per Classification

	1.
	Commercial/Industrial Enterprise:

a) less than 5 employees

b) 6 - 10 employees

c) 11 - 20 employees

d) (1-1/2 EDU’s for every 10 or portion thereof)
	1 Unit

1½ Units

3 Units



	2.
	Single Family Residence (see note 1)
	1 Unit

	2a.
	Two Family Residence
	2 Units

	2b.
	For each additional apartment unit above two (see note 2)
	½Unit

	3.
	Library
	1 Unit

	4.
	Convenient/Deli Store
	1½ Units

	5.
	Beauty or Barber Shop
	1 Unit

	6.
	Restaurant/Bar

a) 0 - 45 Occupancy

b) 46 - 90 Occupancy

c) 91 - 135 Occupancy

d) (2 EDU’s for every 45 or portion thereof)
	2 Units

3 Units

5 Units



	7.
	Commercial Laundromat (per five washers or portion thereof)
	2 Units

	8.
	Post Office
	1 Unit

	9.
	Nursing/Adult Homes (Single Family Residence plus charge per bed)
	1 Unit plus ¼ Unit for each bed.

	10.
	Motel, Hotel (per room) w/o Restaurant
	¼  Unit

	11.
	Fire Department
	1 Unit

	12.
	Churches
	½  Unit

	13.
	Church Hall
	1 Unit

	14.
	Rectory
	1 Unit

	15.
	School (see note 3)
	1 Unit for 10 persons

	16.
	Vacant Lot (see Note 4)
	½  Unit

	17.
	Vacant Commercial/Business Parcel (See Note 5)
	1 Unit for every 4 Acres

	18.
	Bed and Breakfast
	1 Unit plus ¼ Unit for each bedroom

	19.
	Significant Commercial User (See Note 6)
	1 Unit per 75,000 gallons metered usage

	20.
	Duanesburg Area Community Center (See Note 7)
	13 Units


Note 1:
A single property which is used as both: 1. a residence and 2. a business, in which its only employees are the property owner and immediate family members, all of whom reside on the premises, shall be treated the same as residential properties with a “Home Occupation” and shall be classified under Item 2 on the above schedule and, therefore, assigned 1 EDU.  If public bathroom facilities are provided as part of the home occupation, or if significant additional wastewater is generated above normal residential usage, then the Town Board may assess additional units in accordance with the Table above.

Note 2:
To qualify for the 1/2 unit reduction for 3 or more apartment units, all units must be in the same building.

Note 3:
Under Classification #15, School, the number of persons to be used to determine the number of units will include students only.

Note 4:
The term “vacant lot” as used in the foregoing schedule shall refer to any lot which meets the building and zoning code requirements for a single family residence.

Note 5:
If a parcel within the Sewer District boundaries is also in a General Business District zoning of the Village of Delanson or a Commercial Zone of the Town of Duanesburg and larger than 4.0 acres, then this parcel shall be assigned 1.00 EDU’s for each 4 acres.  Parcels over 4 acres shall be incrementally assigned additional EDU’s by dividing the acreage by 4.  If a property in the Commercial or General Business District is used solely for residential use, then the EDU charge for this parcel shall follow residential calculations for EDU’s.  If said parcel is occupied for General Business purposes, then the EDU charge shall be the larger of either the EDU charged as calculated by No. 17, or as per the User Unit Schedule as applicable to the current use of the property.

Note 6:
A Significant Commercial user (SCU) shall refer to any commercial user that is not specifically identified in the User Unit Schedule under another classification number.  The SCU shall be charged a minimum of one EDU and one EDU for every additional 75,000 gallons or portion thereof for sewage it generates.  The SCU shall install and maintain a sewage flow meter for the purpose of billing sewer charges.  The Sewer District shall have the right to inspect and record readings from the meter at any time, but not less than once per year.

Note 7:
The Duanesburg Area Community Center units have been calculated utilizing established standards for sewage generation for this type of use, which includes a mix of commercial and office space, at 0.1 gallons per day per square foot of floor area.  The approximate size of the building is 26,000 sf, which equates to 2,600 gpd of sewage flow.  When this figure is divided by 200 gpd, which has been set equal to one Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU), we arrive at 13 EDU’s for the Community Center.

Motion carried 5 ayes, Councilmember Potter, Carlson, Frisbee, White and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution # 142-07-Councilmember Carlson motioned seconded by Councilmember Potter to Schedule a Public Hearing for 7:15 pm on November 8, 2007 to hear comments concerning the 2008 Town Budget.

 Motion carried 5 ayes, Councilmember Carlson, Potter, White, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew read the legal notice posted in the Gazette newspaper on October 8th about the Budget Workshop on October 15th at 6:00 pm.

Resolution #143-Councilmember Carlson motion seconded by Councilmember Frisbee to advertise for bids to rebuild the pavilion at Van Patten Park.                Motion carried 5 ayes, Councilmember Carlson, Frisbee, White, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew-Dale Warner has presented a design he drew up to replace the pavilion.  It is getting close to the 180 days with our Insurance Company, we have already received our insurance money but if we want any chance of receiving more I suggest we replace just the building and do the electric and water in the spring as a different bid.  We received a check for $24,000 and change to replace the pavilion, if we can prove within 180 days that it cost over the $24,000, I think it was between $24,000 and $45,000. If we turn in the receipts, then we have a chance of the insurance company paying the extra replacement cost.

Resolution #144-07- Councilmember Potter motioned seconded by Councilmember White to amend the Town of Duanesburg Building, Zoning & Planning fee Schedule, Section 9, add 9C) Annual Operating Permits $30.00.                                           

Motion carried 5 ayes, Councilmember Potter, White, Frisbee, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #145-07-Councilmember Frisbee motioned seconded by Councilmember Carlson to approve the upcoming seminar entitled Land, Wind, and Power as an accredited workshop to allow Planning/Zoning Members to receive credits for attending.      

Motion carried 5 ayes, Councilmember Frisbee, Carlson, Potter, White and Supervisor Merrihew.                       

Councilmember White-Why do we have to do that?

Supervisor Merrihew-we did it with the tutorials they were taking a few months ago. 

Councilmember White-so each Town Board sets the courses.

Supervisor Merrihew-Yes.

Supervisor Merrihew gave an update concerning drainage districts, Mr. Ingalls from Ingalls and Associates has petitioned the Board for a drainage district in the subdivision on Route 159, the proposed Pine Ridge.  We are working on it and will let Mr. Ingalls know something when we know something. Basically it is my assumption that all he had to do is petition the Board to create a drainage district and he gave us a map of the subdivision.

Attorney Siegel-The Town will have to get their engineer involved in the design of the drainage district and go through the process exactly as followed with the Sewer District. Design it, public hearings, maintain it, finance it.  The Town should talk to their engineers. Jack McDonald has experience with the Sewer District and experience with the financing abilities.

Councilmember White-Does he have approval for this subdivision yet?

Supervisor Merrihew- Believes it is contingent on the drainage district. I think it is a good project and this is a perfect subdivision for us to do our first one.  It is in an environmentally sensitive area and within the Sewer District and is fairly small.  Doug Cole was used for the Sewer District and is familiar with the area and the sensitivity of it.  We can take care of it next month. It is going to be a long process.

Supervisor Merrihew made the following announcements:

Fitness Challenge for Elementary Kids will be held at DACC on October 19th 12;30 at the Community Center in Delanson.

Burtonsville Fire Department’s barbeque is  Saturday October 13th from 3-7

Duanesburg Fire Department’s Brunch is  Sunday October 14 from 8-12

Mariaville Fire Department’s barbeque is Saturday October 20th from 3-7

The DCS Cheerleaders are having a bottle drive on Saturday October 14th from 12-4 at the bus garage.

Privilege to the Floor opened at 8:30pm.

Supervisor Merrihew welcomed Jennifer Obercon and Stephanie Siegel, DCS students participating in Government classes and asked if they had any questions.  They did not.

Dick Weakley-Mariaville Fire Department-The fire department would love to see no parking signs on Spring Road all year round.  It is a public safety hazard.  

Supervisor Merrihew requested he have Ken LaBelle write a letter Joe Ryan indicating it is a public safety hazard and the fire trucks cannot get up and down the road and send it to her to include with her letter.  We will have a better chance of getting the signs with the fire department behind us.

Walt Miller-Could the signs read this side only?

Councilmember Potter stated he was not comfortable with having no parking signs all year round.  There are many houses on Spring Road and if someone has a birthday party it could cause problems and he does not want to see that happening.

Supervisor Merrihew-The parking signs will be just for the season.  She also congratulated Larry Lucks of the Mariaville Fire Department  on being named “Fireman of the Year” for Mariaville and Mark English of the Duanesburg Fire Department for “Fireman of the Year “ for Duanesburg.

Walt Miller-I believe that it was New York State that came down with a referendum about salt sheds.  It is environmental and EnCon may shed some light on it.  It has something to do with the salt going into the ground in many different places.  They got on top of the commercial and towns to build salt sheds. It probably goes back 8 or 9 years.  

Councilmember Potter-the County needs a salt shed out here, it costs them extra dollars to send the trucks back to their salt shed for refills, it may be a solution to our salt shed problem because we do not use very much salt.

Supervisor Merrihew-I received a telephone call from Ken Meyers about the sale of land next to Shafer Park.  He was willing to go halves.  I thanked him but refused his generous offer.  The Town prefers to own the property.

Sue Obercon-SUNY of Albany offers a self-defense class taught by the New York State Police called RAD for college-age women free of charge.  She was looking for a place to hold this class and requested the use of Town Hall.

Supervisor Merrihew suggested because Town Hall would probably be too small for such a class she might want to contact Ken Griffin, Duanesburg Fire Chief, to use the fire hall.

No other comments.

Councilmember White motioned seconded by Councilmember Carlson to adjourn at 8:45pm.  All in favor.

I, Kathryn G. Snell, Deputy Town Clerk of the Town of Duanesburg do hereby certify that this a true and accurate transcript of the Town Board Meeting held at the Duanesburg Town Hall, 5853 Western Turnpike Duanesburg N Y on October 11, 2007 
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