Regular Town Board Meeting June 14, 2007

Present was Council-members Carlson, Frisbee, Potter, White and Supervisor Merrihew. Also present was Attorney for the town Siegel.

Supervisor Merrihew called the meeting to order at 7:35pm by followed by the pledge to the flag.

Supervisor Merrihew opened the floor to public comments on the agenda.

No one wished to speak, floor closed.

Resolution #103-07- Council-member Frisbee motioned seconded by Council-member White to approve the May 10, 2007 town meeting minutes. Motion carried 5 ayes Council-members Frisbee, White, Potter, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew read the Clerks report for the month of May.

                          Total Local Shares Remitted                  $1,299.88

                          Total Non-Local   Revenues                        360.26
                          Total State, County & Local Revenues  $1,660.14

There is no Supervisor’s report for the month due to illness in the Supervisor’s Office.

Resolution #104-07- Council-member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council-member Potter the payment of the following claims: For discussion: Council-member Frisbee we were going to do some transfers and without the bookkeepers here asked if the highway was over budget?

Supervisor Merrihew if it is over we will have to do a transfer.

Vouchers to be Paid

06/14/07

Paid Before

Sewer District # 1 Vouchers #56 & #57   = $ 92.95

Sewer District # 2 Vouchers #55 & 56     = $329.64 

General Fund Vouchers #A194 to  #A197  = $ 752.47

  Paid Before total = $ 1,175.06

_____________________________________________________

Monthly Vouchers 
Sewer District # 1 Vouchers #58 to #66   =$13,086.10

Sewer District # 2 Voucher #57 to #67      =   $7,993.37        

General Fund Vouchers A198 to A207 & A209 to A226  =      $25,206.72  

In-house Vouchers #A18 to  #A20       =    $ 77.02

Highway Vouchers # M 101 to M 123     =         $9,848.92    

Highway In-House Voucher #M05     =  $ 69.31  

  Total vouchers paid $56,281.44   

Motion carried 4 ayes, Council-members Carlson, Potter, White and Supervisor Merrihew, one no Council-member Frisbee.

Committee Reports:
Highway -Council-member Potter reported the grader should be fixed this week.

Supervisor Merrihew: Spoke of Mr. Runnels concerns and questions about his road. The board passed a resolution in 1991 changing Lake Connection Road from an abandoned road to a qualified abandoned road. We have not looked at it any further and based on what the resolution said in 1991, no one else on road has had any issues with it.  She thinks it should be left as it is qualified abandoned.

Council-member Potter feels the same way it should be left a qualified abandoned road.

Attorney for the town Siegel: the position is based on the last resolution and not  any independent investigation as to the process. 

Supervisor Merrihew added the Building Inspector was asked to prepare a letter about the building permit for Mr. Runnels who is a selling a piece of the property there and Dale developed a letter before we directed tonight so it would be ready for Mr. Runnels tomorrow.   The town board does not object to Dale providing the letter to Mr. Runnels.

Supervisor Merrihew asked if anyone contacted Anna Grimes of East Hardin Road in regards to her letter dated May 24 asking to have her road become a private road.  She was asking what her options were for this matter.

Attorney Siegel stated the board would have to determine whether the town has a deed to that road or not.  It makes a difference in the process.

Supervisor Merrihew asked the board members to take care of that and they will        look at it again next month. 

Public Safety –No public safety report.

Park: Council-member Frisbee reported on the park. They are moving along on the park building. They have to appoint the Assistant Director and the Counselors this evening.  There was some vandalism at Shafer Park this month. She spent a couple of days there planting flowers and a few days later someone had ripped out all of the flowers and put them in a pile.  Someone had turned on the water pump and the pump was running for a while. The normal electric bill is around $22.00 a month, this month it was a $126.00. It is now locked.  When she went by the park a little while ago Mary Dunn was over there on her knees planting flowers. 

The bluebird houses that they put up at the park have residents in both houses there is a red bird in one house and a swallow in the other.

Supervisor Merrihew read the Code Enforcement monthly report ending May 31, 2007:

From:    Dale R. Warner & Jeff Senecal

CODE ENFORCEMENT MONTHLY REPORT ENDING MAY 31, 2007
17 Building Permits

3 New Construction

1 Renewal

13 Certificates of Occupancies

1 Sewer Dist. #1 Permit

1 Sewer Dist #2 Permit

2 Sanitation Permits

3 Sign Permits

4       Violations  (Stop Work Order & Junk & Debris)

Planning Board:

2 Minor Subdivisions 

Building Fees Collected: $2,433.50

Sewer Dist #1                    1,000.00

Sewer Dist #2                           0.00

Parkland Fees
                 0.00

Total of All Permits         $3,433.50

Inspection Miles for Ford Explorer   760

Inspection Miles for Ford F-250       442

Total Miles for May                        1202

Supervisor Merrihew received a call from Sally Burns the Mayor of Delanson: Their Building Inspector resigned effective the end of the month. She has not talked to her and is not sure what she wanted she assumes she is looking to have Dale fill in until they can find a building inspector.  

Resolution #105-07-Council-member Frisbee motioned seconded by Council-member Potter to authorize the Supervisor to sign a contract with Lamont Engineering to oversee the construction of restrooms at Shafer Park.  Motion carried 4 ayes, Council-members Frisbee, Potter, White, Carlson. One no;

Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #106-07-Council-member Potter motioned seconded by Council-member Carlson to re-appoint John Mikus to the Board of Assessment Review for a five year term to begin on 10/01/07 and expire on 0/30/2007. Motion carried 5 ayes Council-members Potter, Carlson, White, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #107-07-Council-member Frisbee motioned seconded by Council-member Potter to appoint Leah Sharron as the Assistant Director of the Summer Youth Program at a budgeted amount of $10.50 per hour.  Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members Frisbee, Potter, Carlson, White and Supervisor Merrihew.  

Resolution #108-07- Council-member Frisbee motioned, seconded by Council-member White to appoint the following as Counselors for the Summer Youth Program at the budgeted rate of $7.15 per hour.  Dave Larson, Nick Schaivone, Rachel Sharron, Melissa Kuhl, and Emily DeGuile.  Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members Frisbee, White, Carlson, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew and Dale Warner met with Barton and Loguidice P.C., they are checking into the feasibility of adding onto town hall. Dale came up with a drawing and are using that as a guide.  We made it clear to them we wanted the space programming done and stop and report back to us and will let them  know whether to proceed any further with any kind of drawings or anything like that.  They said they would prepare basic drawings as part as the space programming.

Supervisor Merrihew spoke of extension to SD1. The board had some discussion on it and she will go knock on some doors and see if she can get some businesses up there to chip in some money and also go to Metroplex. The $500.000.00 grant from USDA she hates to give it up it will be 6 or 7 years before they look at us again if we turn it down. She would like to send  the residents a letter first to give them a heads up that this is coming down the pike.

She thinks that most of the businesses will welcome it but at $1500.00 per EDU but doesn’t think the residents there can’t swing that kind of money.  She spoke briefly to Doug about it and he had a couple of other ideas on getting some funding and dividing the cost up throughout the parent district, not the debt service but operation and maintenance. 

Supervisor Merrihew received a letter from Sandra Scott from the Planning Board regarding some subdivisions that are coming through who are interested in requesting drainage districts, which she knows the highway committee liked the idea and have talked about it also.  This letter indicates to her that it was approved that a drainage district be formed in the Frost Pineridge subdivision project in accordance with article 12 of town law. Mr. Frost will petition the town board to have the district formed.  

Attorney Siegel: This is exactly the same process as forming a sewer district.

Supervisor Merrihew spoke of resolution Council-member White made back in December to be sent to the AdHoc Committee, Planning and Zoning Board. We never sent it to the Planning and Zoning Board for their opinion on it.  

Council-member White will draft a letter and send to Planning and Zoning Boards.

Supervisor Merrihew received a letter this week from Amanda Gemmiti from McGuire School Road she won the essay contest project for the GE Elfun fund. They give them $500.00 and her project is to have a welcome to Duanesburg sign put on Rt. 7 and put some of the insignias of some of the local groups on it. The timing couldn’t be more perfect, because we had budgeted money for signs but have not had a chance to do it yet.  Supervisor Merrihew would like to bring her in next month and ask her about her design and her project.  

Supervisor Merrihew spoke of the legislation that the county passed last night for the sex offender residency requirements.  She doesn’t remember ever having so many telephone calls or e-mails as this.  Carolina Lazzari was our only representative for Duanesburg that voted against it the rest of them voted in favor of it.  Carolina and all five Town Supervisors will create a task force if some sort to see if they can rescind it. Apparently there were absolutely no professional consultants involved with the legislation it is something they came up with and voted on it.  It is a ridiculous law, it is just wrong on every single level.

Attorney for the town Siegel: Would imagine that the American Civil Liberties Union is going to challenge it because they are requiring people to move.

Announcements:

The annual fireworks will be held Saturday June 23rd behind Johnathan’s.

Firemen’s Muster sponsored by the Duane Lions Club held at Indian Lookout on July 21st from 9am to 9pm.

No other business privilege to the floor opened to comments at 8:20 pm.

Mary Ann Marks – Courtney Drive: Spoke of the Planning Board meeting of April 19th and May 17th, she applied for a subdivision of their property and she feels they did not get a fair hearing.

Supervisor Merrihew: Explained that it was a subdivision within a sub division in Sage Hill.

Mary Ann Marks: They were the only ones in Sage Hill for a long time.  They positioned their house in way for them to sub divide it at some point. When they first built the house the planners had an idea of what kind of house they wanted in that development, they did not want to build what we wanted to build.  They were offering them a break on the house and took what they could get at the time, figuring they could eventually split it up.  During the discussion at the meetings two board members who live in the subdivision were asked by the Chairman of the Planning Board at the beginning of the meeting if they could not be objective they should recuse themselves.  One member did recuse himself the other did not. Laura did not recuse herself made the motion to deny.

She just wanted the town board to know they don’t feel they got a fair hearing.

Supervisor Merrihew: The town board does not have any over site over the planning board. We appoint them and they are pretty much on their own, which is a good thing.  She agrees with Mary Ann that Laura should have recused herself as Pat did. Supervisor Merrihew doesn’t see why they can’t reapply to the planning board.

Supervisor Merrihew commented that Walt Miller recused himself from the Atateka Subdivision because he property borders them.

Walt Miller: There was consideration taken on the boards part in making their decision not to approve her sub division. 

Council-member White: agrees she should re-apply.

No other business Council-member Carlson motioned seconded by Council-member Frisbee to adjourn at 8:45PM.  All in favor.

I, Leah M. Lennon, Town Clerk of the Town of Duanesburg do hereby this is a true and accurate transcript of the regular town board meeting held on Thursday June 14, 2007 at the Duanesburg Town Hall.

