Regular Town Board Meeting August 9, 2007

Present was Council-members Carlson, Frisbee, Potter and White, Supervisor Merrihew and Attorney for the town Siegel.

Supervisor Merrihew called the meeting to order at 7:30pm followed by the pledge to the flag.

Supervisor Merrihew opened the floor to comments and an update on the sex offender legislation.

Supervisor Merrihew gave: A lot has happened and not much that’s happened. She attended the meeting last Friday with the County Legislature and had hoped to see more than two legislators attended.  Sue Savage the Chair as well as Judy Dagastino who is one of our representatives attended.  During that meeting there was some flexibility on a couple points of the law. The county attorney was also there and mentioned the possibility of omitting the Level 1 sex offenders from the first law, Law # 3 and completely omitting the second law the October 1st deadline.  She made it perfectly clear that the only thing that would make the Duanesburg residents as well as herself happy with this whole situation is to rescind both the laws and to get some experts that know what they are talking about.  That is basically what they have wanted all along a comprehensive review of what has gone on.  

Derwood Littlefield – Schoharie Turnpike – He has been observing this law with each village, town and county passing their own laws. This whole issue should be thrown back to the state to see if they can come up with something satisfactory for all of the people of the state.  He does not see how each community is going to police this.

Supervisor Merrihew: Brought that up at the meeting, asking them what they thought it would take to have the state intervene and take care of this?  They said it would take every county in the state to enact the same law simultaneously.  She does not know if that is true not true or a possibility. But thinks the best thing is to at least start with a comprehensive review of the entire situation and come up with something that will manage sexual predators. 

Attorney Siegel asked Supervisor Merrihew if they offered any support for that position that every county has to pass a law or site any authority that said that is the case?

Supervisor Merrihew:  No.

Supervisor Merrihew: Would like to mention tonight, as always our faithful Legislator Carolina Lazzari is here, and she would like to give her the opportunity to speak first and that might generate some additional discussion.  

Carolina Lazzari –County Legislator – Has laryngitis but did say there are a couple of things they are working on along the lines of what Rene’ is thinking about.

Brad Littlefield- Eaton Corners Rd. – Two points he would like to make. On the front table he left a petition he found on the Conservative Party website, this is calling for a state solution to the issue of sex offenders and where they can reside.   Apparently Governor Pataki when he was Governor proposed the law back in 2005, and the senate passed the legislation calling for Jessica’s law to be enacted by a vote of 58 to 2.  The Assembly led by Sheldon Silver did not get a chance to vote on the legislation because it was not allowed to come to a vote.  The petitions on the table are for anyone wants to sign it, it is asking our state assembly to address this on a statewide level, by supporting mandatory lengthy periods of incarnation.

The second thing he wanted to make all of his neighbors and the residents of  Duanesburg aware of, Rene’ had mentioned that the Town Supervisors are looking to get together to bring in a task force of subject matter experts to address the issue and to try to come up with a solution that’s comprehensible, that’s enforceable and that’s constitutional, one that will not cost the tax payers additional taxes to defend. He thinks it is commendable that the Town Supervisor’s are taking that initiative to try and correct this.   He has read that the democratic caucus met with the legislature and that there will be a republican caucus. Feels we don’t need a caucus of the republicans and a caucus of the democrats. Thinks we need a caucus of by partisan support of the legislators and the town board members and supervisors where we can up with a solution that addresses everyone’s needs in a by-partisan fashion.  All of us have concerns about the legislation as it is currently written and approved.

He sent in a freedom of information request on July 22nd to John Woodward Schenectady County Clerk to provide to him each and every document and data in the possession in the county of Schenectady used to compile referenced reviewed analyzed and or related in any way to the drafting approval of Schenectady County Local Law 03-2007 and Schenectady County Local Law 04-2007.  He wanted to acquire information to determine what resources, what information was used in the proposal and the passage of the law.  Mr. Woodward send him back a handwritten note on the bottom of his letter informing him that he was not the FOIL officer that Mr. Geoffrey Hall the Clerk of the County Legislature is the officer and he forwarded the request to him on July 24th.  He did not get a response after the mandatory five day period allowed by law 
he sent the same request on July 30th directly to Mr. Hall. As of today August 9th he has not received any reply by mail or by telephone or by e-mail.

He would like to understand why the county legislature has not provided the information on which this law was initially based. Maybe because there was no research done.

Supervisor Merrihew: That is a problem also, for 11 people to go into a room behind closed doors and decide on these laws without any kind of supportive evidence or information. It is not fair to the residents of the entire county. Thinks the entire legislature should be involved in the process and do, the due diligence.

Brad acknowledged and thanked Ms. Lazzari for being here and is commendable she that she takes the time to come and listen to her constituents she represents. He wished more of our legislators would be here and hear what our concerns are.

Darrel DeGiule- Cole Rd. –After the last town board meeting several of the residents got together and drafted a petition, went to all of their neighbors and discussed the issues with them everyone was eager to sign the petition.  The petition is asking the Schenectady County Legislature to rescind the law.  Tonight they have 634 signatures and asked Supervisor Merrihew to bring them down to the meeting.

Supervisor Merrihew: Will take them down to their next meeting. She applauds the efforts of and added she was proud to have been part of the effort as well. It has been heartwarming to see the grass roots effort here and thanked everybody who has been involved.

Darrel DeGiule: The first two nights she went out for signatures she had to explain to some of her neighbors what was going on and had an informational sheet for them to read. By the third night when she asked them to sign her petition everyone knew about it and wanted to sign.  Information definitely is power and they got the information out there.

Supervisor Merrihew: Thinks that has been the key.  We need to continue to do that and thinks our fight is long from being over. She is as committed today as she was last month and the month before that to have both of these laws rescinded.

Brad Littlefield: Added that their grass roots effort or similar efforts has just  recently taken root in the Town of Princetown and the Town of Rotterdam. In Rotterdam they are also circulating petitions now.

Eileen Drescher – Skyline Drive – Unfortunately there is one name that has been requested to be removed, since they are seeking political office but does 100% support our efforts it is just a political issue.

Supervisor Merrihew will make sure name is removed.

Jody Orlando- St. Hwy. 30- The meeting of the legislature is scheduled for next week and was wondering how we are going to go about orchestrating getting people there so that we can really have a united front from our town?

Supervisor Merrihew: As we discussed last month we all agreed to get as many signatures as we could. The plan was that she would deliver the petitions to the county legislature at their next meeting Tuesday night. Anyone who would like to join them is welcome. They could definitely use the support. 

Brad Littlefield: Believes the meeting has now been opened up to the public for comment.

Carolina Lazzari: There is going to be a public hearing, but it has not been scheduled.

Supervisor Merrihew: Thinks if you go in at the beginning and sign your name you can speak about anything that you want.  

Supervisor Merrihew thanked everyone for all of the work that they have done. A special thank you to Brad, he has been kind of the catalyst for this whole thing and has organized getting the petitions together.

No other comments floor closed at 7:50PM.

Resolution #118- Council-member Carlson motioned seconded by Council-member Frisbee to approve the regular town board meeting minutes of July 12th, 2007.  Motion carried 5 ayes. Council-members Carlson, Frisbee, Potter, White and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew read the Town Clerks report for the month of July 2007.

Total Local Shares Remitted:                            $798.64

Total Non-Local Revenues:                                 395.76

Total State, County & Local Revenues:          $1194.40

Supervisor Merrihew read the Supervisor’s report for the month of July 2007.

	                               Monthly Statement of Supervisor

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TO THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF DUANESBURG, NEW YORK:
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pursuant to Section 119 of Town Law, I hereby render the following statement of all money

	received and disbursed by this office during the month of July 2007.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	REVENUES
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FUND
	
	
	
	AMOUNT
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	GENERAL FUND
	
	
	 $ 145,314.91 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	HIGHWAY FUND
	
	
	 $       561.22 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FIRE PROTECTION
	
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARK & RECREATION
	
	 $         23.40 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARKLANDS
	
	
	 $         50.74 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SHAFER PARK
	
	
	 $           0.75 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SERVICE AWARD
	
	
	 $         26.05 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #1
	
	 $       419.85 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #2
	
	 $     1,818.20 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	 $    148,215.12 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DISBURSEMENTS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	GENERAL FUND
	
	
	 $   57,199.50 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	HIGHWAY FUND
	
	
	 $   28,814.91 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	FIRE PROTECTION
	
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARK & RECREATION
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	PARKLANDS
	
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SHAFER PARK
	
	
	 $              -   
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SERVICE AWARD
	
	
	 $     2,866.27 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #1
	
	 $     6,244.29 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	SEWER DISTRICT #2
	
	 $     3,350.34 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	 $     98,475.31 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dated: July 9, 2007
	
	
	
	
	
	Supervisor's Office

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Town of Duanesburg

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Resolution #119-07-Council-member Potter motioned seconded by Council-member Frisbee the payment of the following claims: Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members Potter, Frisbee, White, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew.

 Vouchers to be Paid

8/9/07

Paid Before

Sewer District # 1 Voucher #73 & #74   = $ 79.72

Sewer District # 2 Vouchers #75 & #76     = $42.82

General Fund Vouchers #A275 to  #A284  = $ 13,293.10

Paid Before total = $ 13,415.64

_______________________________________________________

Monthly Vouchers 
Sewer District # 1 Vouchers #75 to #81    =$13,646.70  

Sewer District # 2 Voucher #77 to #85       =   $ 17,202.16

General Fund Vouchers #A285 to #A332   =  $26,754.88

In-house Vouchers #A23 & #A25         =      $ 232.80 

Highway Vouchers # M135 to M147       =     $7.577.49      

     Total vouchers paid $65,414.03   

Committee Reports:

Council-member Potter report on the highway:  The contract is finished and  should be ready to pass.

Supervisor Merrihew reported on public safety: Fairly quite as usual during the summer. Fire Officers start up the second Wednesday of September. It is really a pleasure to see Walt, Ray and Dick here. Thanked them for coming.

Dick Weakley: Wondering why no one has gotten an update this year on the extra $20.00 per year.

Supervisor Merrihew: Larry and Penflex are working on it.  

Council-member Frisbee reported on the parks: Engineer working on the new building at Shafer park. Summer program winds down tomorrow. It was quite success.  We are also working on rebuilding Van Patten Pavilion.

Supervisor Merrihew reported on Zoning- They did not meet last month. They have met the fourth Tuesday of every single month since September of 2004 they meet to review our comprehensive plan and zoning ordinance.  

Code Enforcement Officers report for the month of July.

August 3, 2007

To:          Rene Merrihew, Supervisor and Town Board Members

From:      Dale R. Warner & Jeff Senecal

CODE ENFORCEMENT MONTHLY REPORT ENDING JULY 31, 2007
19 Building Permits

0 New Construction

5 Renewals

25  Certificates of Occupancies

      1        Temporary Certificate of Occupancy (Village Delanson)

1 Sewer Dist. #2 Permit (Resident of Princetown)

2 Violations for Junk & Unregistered Vehicles

Planning Board:

3 Minor Subdivision Applications

Building Fees Collected: $ 1,365.00

Sewer Dist #1                          0.00

Sewer Dist #2                   1,000.00 (Princetown

Sewer Dist #2                        30.00 (Bldg. Fee)

Parkland Fees                           0.00

Temp. CO                               35.00  (Village Delanson)

 Total of All Permits       $2,430.00

Inspection Miles for Ford Explorer 743

Inspection Miles for Ford F-250     546

Total Miles for July                     1289

Gas Used for Lawn Mower 16 Gals.

For the Village of Delanson Dale issued two building permits had 13 inspection hours and 1 clerical hour and 40 miles at .49cents per mile. We will be billing Delanson for reimbursement.

Supervisor Merrihew: Sex Offender Legislation- During the meeting with the county legislature Chris Gardner the County Attorney was there and was trying to get a concurrence among the Supervisor’s that taking level one out of the first law and getting rid of the second law was good. But none of the Supervisor’s concurred with that at the time. She made it perfectly clear at that meeting in her opinion, Mr. Gardner was not extending an olive branch by omitting those things and that those are the things they know they are going to get called on in a court of law.

Council-member White: We still should push to get both laws rescinded. If the legislature wants to do something meaningful they can. 

Resolution #120-07-Council-member Frisbee motioned seconded by Council-member White to reappoint Paul F. Denninger as the Sole Assessor for the Town of Duanesburg. Term will begin on October 1, 2007 and end on September 30, 2013. Motion carried 5 Ayes Council-members Frisbee, White, Potter, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew pointed out the board had invited Mr. Denninger to the agenda meeting last week.  Since they had a full agenda, she asked him to provide the information. He provided his resume his credentials and all that he has done for us in the last six years he has been our assessor. He has done a good job for the Town of Duanesburg.

Resolution #121-07-Council-member Potter motioned seconded by Council-member White to authorize the Supervisor to sign the contract between the Town of Duanesburg highway employees and AFL-CIO. Motion carried 5 ayes, Council-members Potter, White, Frisbee, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew.

Announcements:

Supervisor Merrihew gave special thanks to Leah Lennon, Town Clerk in securing and receiving a $8200.00 grant from the Help America to vote act for the new front door we did last year.

Floor opened to comments at 8:15 PM.

Bob Godlewksi: Is not a resident of the Town of Duanesburg is a town council-member in Rotterdam. He came here tonight to hear our concerns and has concerns of his own with the sex offender law.  He has done a lot of research and has found reports on website which he gave to Supervisor Merrihew.  There was some very good information in the report. The county created the problem by not reaching out and leaving people out of the process. 

Supervisor Merrihew: Does not expect the county legislature to consult with her on any of their laws, but when something does affect the entire 72 square mile end of the county somebody better well say something at some point rather than fax a copy of the law two days later.

Resolution #122-07- Council-member White motioned seconded by Council-member Carlson to go into executive session at 8:25pm for the pending Article 78 brought on by the Shepherds. Motion carried 5 ayes. Council-members White, Carlson, Potter, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.

Town board meeting adjourned at 9:20pm.

I, Leah M. Lennon, Town Clerk of the Town of Duanesburg do hereby certify that this is a true and accurate transcript of the Regular Town Board Meeting held at Town Hall 5853 Western Turnpike on August 9, 2007.
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