Regular Town Board Meeting October 13, 2005

Present were Council Members Carlson, Frisbee, Pneuman, Potter, Supervisor Merrihew and Attorney for the Town Siegel.

Supervisor Merrihew called the meeting to order followed by the pledge to the flag at 7:33 pm.

Supervisor Merrihew explained the procedure for the Board Meetings due to the fact there were newcomers present.

Floor opened to comments on the agenda. No one wished to speak, floor closed.

Resolution #144-05-Council Member Frisbee motioned, seconded by Council Member Carlson to accept the minutes of the September 8th meeting. Motion carried 5 ayes.  Council Members, Frisbee, Carlson, Potter, Pneuman and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew read the Clerk’s report for the month.





Local Shares Remitted


$  794.96





Non-Local Shares Remitted

 2,489.74





State, County, Local Revenues
           $3,284.70

Supervisor Merrihew read the Supervisor’s report for the month.

                               Monthly Statement of Supervisor










TO THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF DUANESBURG, NEW YORK:











Pursuant to Section 119 of Town Law, I hereby render the following statement of all money

received and disbursed by this office during the month of September 2005.











REVENUES


















FUND



AMOUNT













GENERAL FUND


 $                 87,534.16 













HIGHWAY FUND


 $                   7,883.15 













FIRE PROTECTION


 $                                -   













PARK & RECREATION

 $                         13.22 













PARKLANDS


 $                         25.74 













SHAFER PARK


 $                         41.36 













SERVICE AWARD


 $                           6.74 













SEWER DISTRICT #1


 $                   1,024.80 













SEWER DISTRICT #2


 $              252,699.25 














TOTAL



$349,228.42 










DISBURSEMENTS

















GENERAL FUND


 $                 53,746.28 













HIGHWAY FUND


 $                 28,634.08 













FIRE PROTECTION


 $                                -   













PARK & RECREATION

 $                                -   













PARKLANDS


 $                                -   













SHAFER PARK


 $                                -   













SERVICE AWARD


 $                                -   













SEWER DISTRICT #1


 $                   9,523.53 













SEWER DISTRICT #2


 $              255,258.83 














TOTAL



$347,162.72 










Dated: October 13, 2005



Supervisor's Office








Town of Duanesburg
 

Resolution # 145-05-Council Member Potter motioned, seconded by Council Member Carlson to pay the following claims:

Vouchers to be Paid

10/13/05

Paid Before

Sewer District # 1 Vouchers # 85 to #88 = $2,965.46

Sewer District # 2 Vouchers # 67, #68, #71, #73 & #74 = $496.12

General Fund Vouchers #A355 to #A357 & #A359 to A369 = $11,161.82

Paid Before Total = $14,623.40

Monthly Vouchers

Sewer District # 1 Vouchers # 89 to #96 = $12,453.95

Sewer District # 2 Vouchers #75 to # 83 = $294,853.17

General Fund Vouchers #A370 to #A421 = $23,654.32

In-house Vouchers #A25 to #A27 = $157.24

Highway Vouchers #M157 to #M165 = $4,710.90

Highway In-house Vouchers #M5 to M7 = $490.17

Total Vouchers Paid = $336,319.75

Motion carried 5 ayes.  Council Members Potter, Carlson, Pneuman, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.

Committee Reports:

Highway:  Council Member Pneuman reported that Gage Road has been paved from Route 20 to Thousand Acre Road there was still some shoulder work to be done.  The upper part, from Thousand Acre Road to Route 7, was being prepared before the snow for the chip seal coating next spring.

Supervisor Merrihew read a letter from Mr. Dergosits concerning the condition of Turnbull Rd. and his desire for the Town to budget monies for Turnbull Rd. in 2006.

Public Safety: Council Member Carlson reported there would be no meeting until next month.

Supervisor Merrihew stated they met with Fire District # 3 to discuss their Budget and have come to an agreement will all four Fire Districts on their Budgets.

Park: Council Member Frisbee reported that the season was winding down. The work on the pavilion was almost complete.  Committee is working on plans for next spring. Due to the resignation of BJ Powell, who ran the Park Program, the committee is looking for a new Summer Park Program director.  An ad has been placed in the newspaper, they will be looking over resumes and holding interviews on October 24th and 26th.  If anyone knows of someone interested in this position they should contact the Park Committee. 

Zoning: Supervisor Merrihew reported there had been great strides made in reviewing our comprehensive plan.  The Ad-Hoc committee meets on a regular basis  the 4th Tuesday of the month and is open to the Public. She does not think there will be a meeting this month due to the fact that the Chairperson will be out and she, herself will be away.

Resolution #146-05-Council Member Pneuman motioned, seconded by Council Member Carlson the following budget transfers:

1.From: 14102.01.200 A-Town Clerk EQ



$1.400.00



To: 14104.01.400 A-Town Clerk C/E


$1,400.00

  To provide for the purchase of Town Clerk Software for 2006 from BAS.

2. From: B Accumulated Fund Balance



$3,499.00


Increase 80101.02.102 B Assistant Building Inspector

$3,250.00


Increase 90308.02.800 B-Social Security


   $249.00

To provide for the personal services of Martin Williams and the Town                                        portion of his Social Security for October through December 2005.

Motion carried 5 ayes. Council Members Pneuman, Carlson, Frisbee, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew.
Resolution 147-05-

RESOLUTION FOR COUNSEL TO PROCEED WITH EMINENT DOMAIN PROCEEDING SEWER DISTRICT NO. 2, MARIAVILLE LAKE

RESOLUTION# 147-015

Council Member Frisbee presented the following resolution and moved its adoption, having received a 2nd by Council Member Pneuman.


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Duanesburg has determined heretofore that it is necessary to improve the existing sanitary sewer system to meet the present and future needs of the citizens of the Town of Duanesburg, and that such improvement is in the public interest, and

WHEREAS, the design of the proposed improvement, as prepared by John M. McDonald Engineering, PC, has been approved by the Town Board as to design and location, and 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Town of Duanesburg to negotiate the conveyance of the required real property, whenever and wherever possible, recognizing that in some instances it may be necessary to have to resort to the Town’s right to exercise its powers of eminent domain as to acquiring the necessary real property, and

WHEREAS, the Town of Duanesburg has certain time limitations to meet in connection with the progress of the sanitary sewage system project, and

WHEREAS, all necessary interests in real property have been acquired except for the real property owned by the person(s) and entity(ies) below which interests in real property the respective owner(s) have therefore refused to convey to the Town of Duanesburg.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Duanesburg does hereby determine:

1. That it is necessary to acquire, pursuant to the provisions of the Eminent Domain Procedure Law, that real property which is required for the improvement of the waste water collection system and/or treatment facility for the use and benefit of the Duanesburg Sewer District No. 2, Mariaville Lake, but which has not been conveyed to the Town of Duanesburg by:

Alexis M. Handy.

2. That the acquisition of these interests in real property for the use and benefit of Duanesburg Sewer District No.2 Mariaville Lake is for the public purpose of improving the sanitary sewer system serving the Town of Duanesburg, that the design and location selected by the Town’s consulting engineers, John M. McDonald Engineering, PC, is the most economical and efficient to accomplish the aforesaid purposed.

3. That the Town of Duanesburg is exempt from compliance with the provisions of Article 2, Eminent Domain Procedure Law Section 206(A) in that, pursuant to other state, federal or local law or regulation, it has considered and submitted factors similar to state and federal agencies before proceeding with the acquisition and has obtained a license or permit or other similar approval from such state and federal agencies.

4. Further, that pursuant to Eminent Domain Procedure Law, Section 206(D) it is the opinion of the Town Board of the Town of Duanesburg, and is so found by said board, that the acquisition is necessary of the real property from the above listed property owner(s)

                                                                     And

5. Is de minimus  in nature so that the public interest will not be prejudiced by the construction of the project, and 

BE IT RESOLVED, that for the purpose of carrying out these determinations, the Supervisor is hereby authorized and directed to proceed in accordance with the applicable provisions of the Eminent Domain Procedure Law to acquire the said real property as necessary for the sanitary sewer system project for the use and benefit of the Duanesburg Sewer District No.2 Mariaville Lake as has not been already acquired by negotiations and to enter into and execute such documents as may be necessary to carry out the purpose of this resolution, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Supervisor is hereby empowered to employ the services of Edward Fassett, Jr,, Esq., as attorney for the Town as counsel and a consultant fee appraiser for these purposes.

The resolution having been duly seconded by Council Member Pneuman, it was adopted on the following vote: Council Members Frisbee, Pneuman, Potter, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew.

Ayes: 5

Nays: 0

October 13, 2005

Resolution # 148-05-Council Member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council Member Potter to schedule a Public Hearing to amend Sewer District #2 Table 1 Schedule of permit changes to the Town of Duanesburg Sewer Use Law, for the purpose of providing free Operation & Maintenance as an incentive to hook into the system this year for Monday, October 24, 2005 at 6:30 pm at the Town Hall. Motion carried 5 ayes. Council Members Carlson, Potter, Frisbee, Pneuman and Supervisor Merrihew.
Resolution # 149-05-Council Member Potter motioned, seconded by Council Member Pneuman to schedule a Public Hearing to adopt the Sewer Roll for

Sewer District # 1 on Thursday, November 10th, at 7:00 pm at the Town Hall.

Motion carried 5 ayes. Council Members Potter, Pneuman, Carlson, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution # 150-05-Council Member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council Member Frisbee to schedule a Public Hearing to adopt the Sewer Roll for Sewer District # 2 on Thursday, November 10th, at 7:15 pm at the Tow Hall.  Motion carried 5 ayes.  Council Members Carlson, Frisbee, Potter, Pneuman and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution # 151-05-Council Member Potter motioned, seconded by Council member Pneuman to schedule a Public Hearing to adopt the 2006 Budget on Thursday November 10th, at 7:25 pm at the Town Hall.  

Attorney for the Town Siegel asked if the Board was going to adopt the Budget at the Public Hearing?  If not motion should be amended to read a Public Hearing on the 2006 Budget.

Council Member Potter motioned, seconded by Council Member Frisbee to amend previous motion to schedule a Public Hearing on the 2006 Budget on Thursday November 10th, at 7:25 pm at the Town Hall.  Motion carried 5 ayes.  Council Members Potter, Frisbee, Pneuman Carlson, and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew announced the Budget Work Shop on Sunday, October 16th at 5:00 pm at the Town Hall.

No other business, privilege of the floor opened at 8:00 pm.

Supervisor Merrihew introduced Judy Dagostino from the Schenectady County Legislature.

Judy Dagostino spoke on a new Senior Home Heating Assistance program in conjunction with the HEAP program.  Seniors who do not qualify for HEAP can get help with their heating bills in the form of a rebate.  Maximum rebate would be $100.00.  There will be applications at the Meal sites and someone will be coming out. Seniors will need to bring proof of age, income and their fuel bills.  For more information they can contact the Senior’s Long Term Care Program at 382-8481. The County has also suspended the 4%  County sales tax on home heating fuel starting on December 1st  until February 28, 2006. 

Supervisor Merrihew asked about the Park money budgeted by the County and wanted to know if Duanesburg would be getting any of this money as our Park is in need of repairs, the tennis and basketball courts are crumbling. 

Judy Dagostione explained this year the Park money is earmarked for the Town of Rotterdam. The County has four districts, District 1 and 2 are the City of Schenectady, District 3 is Glenville/Scotia, and District 4 Towns. Each district is allotted $500,000 for Parks.   Depending on what happens with Rotterdam there may be money left.  To apply a letter to your County Legislator is needed from either the Town Board or the Park Committee Chairperson .

Supervisor Merrihew introduced Bill Kuhl, new President of the Duanesburg Business Association.

George Lent-Duanesburg Rd.-He is disturbed by the article in the Gazette on October 8th about the increase in town tax, questioned the Planning and Zoning budget of $174,000, and money for the Park.  

Supervisor Merrihew stated that included in the Planning/Zoning budget is the Building Inspector’s salary, his Clerk’s salary and the cost of running their offices, the Town Planner’s salary, both Planning and Zoning Boards members, a Deputy Building Inspector and a Support Clerk for both the Planning and Zoning Boards and the Town Planner. The Building Inspector needs help, with the new Sewer District there is going to be over 300 inspections along with regular inspections and adding a Deputy will free him to devote time to his other title Code Enforcement Officer.   He sometimes works early morning, late evenings and on weekends.

As for the Park, the Town last year applied for a $140,000 grant from New York State Parks and Recreation to do all the repairs needed at Shafer Park, we were denied that grant. Iroquois Gas Transmission Line gave the Town a grant for $15,000, which we are using to build the new pavilion at the park.  The baseball diamond is in poor shape, it needs to be resurfaced.  Someone is going to break a leg.

George Lent-Duanesburg Rd.-wanted to know if the Town was going to be able to afford the Park?

Bill Miner-Western Turnpike-wasn’t going to speak until he heard about the $500,000 for the Parks.  He wanted to know why Rotterdam was getting the whole allotment and why our County Legislators did not ask the Town if it needed money for the Parks?

Judy Dagostino stated the Town of Rotterdam came to her.  It was during the budget process that this came forward.  Initially she requested for The Town of Rotterdam $500,000 because it came forward from Rotterdam.   She was not aware of Duanesburg’s need.

No other comments Council Member Carlson motioned to adjourn at 8:13pm, seconded by Council Member Pneuman.  All in favor

I, Kathryn Snell, Deputy Town Clerk of the Town of Duanesburg do hereby certify that this is a true and accurate transcript of the Town Board meeting held on Thursday October 13, 2005.
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