Regular Town Board Meeting May 12, 2005

Present were Council-members Frisbee, Pneuman, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew, absent Council-member Carlson. Also present was Attorney for the Town Siegel.

Supervisor Merrihew called meeting to order at 7:30 pm, followed by the pledge to the flag.

Floor opened to any comments on the agenda.

There were no comments, privilege of the floor closed.

Resolution #90-05-Council-member Potter motioned seconded by Council-member Frisbee the approval of the April 14th regular town board meeting.  Motion carried 4 ayes. Council-members Potter, Frisbee, Pneuman and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew read the Clerk’s report for the month of April.



Local Shares remitted


$545.04



Non-Local Shares remitted

  252.25



State, County, Local Revenues

  797.29

Supervisor Merrihew read the Supervisor’s report for the month of April.

                          Monthly Statement of Supervisor











TO THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF DUANESBURG, NEW YORK:












Pursuant to Section 119 of Town Law, I hereby render the following statement of all money

received and disbursed by this office during the month of April 2005.













REVENUES




















FUND



AMOUNT















GENERAL FUND


 $   67,183.90 















HIGHWAY FUND


 $   33,954.53 















FIRE PROTECTION


 $              -   















PARK & RECREATION

 $         10.78 















PARKLANDS


 $         12.94 















SHAFER PARK


 $         29.00 















SERVICE AWARD


 $           7.86 















SEWER DISTRICT #1

 $         70.56 















SEWER DISTRICT #2

 $ 202,515.18 
















TOTAL




 $    303,784.75 











DISBURSEMENTS



















GENERAL FUND


 $   55,453.25 















HIGHWAY FUND


 $   41,557.58 















FIRE PROTECTION


 $   32,321.80 















PARK & RECREATION

 $              -   















PARKLANDS


 $              -   















SHAFER PARK


 $              -   















SERVICE AWARD


 $              -   















SEWER DISTRICT #1

 $   22,122.86 















SEWER DISTRICT #2

 $ 205,178.38 
















TOTAL




 $    356,633.87 











Dated: May 12, 2005





Supervisor's Office









Town of Duanesburg

Resolution #91-05-Council-member Frisbee motioned seconded by Council-member Potter the payment of the following claims:

Vouchers to be Paid

05/12/05

Paid Before

Sewer District # 1 Vouchers # 41 & # 42 = $2593.80

Sewer District # 2 Voucher # 25 = $1,070.75

General Fund Vouchers # A171 to #A175 = $ 9,971.25

  Paid Before total = $13,635.80

Monthly Vouchers 

Sewer District # 1 Vouchers #  & #44 to #52      =$17,030.92  

Sewer District # 2 Voucher #26 to #32     =   $392,077.69  

Sewer District # 2 In House Voucher #12      =  $14.50         

General Fund Vouchers # A176 to A199  =      $58,639.50       

In-house Voucher  #9 to #12     =                   $571.58      

Highway Vouchers # M64 to M86    =         $16,788.36

Highway In-house #2 =     $166.00  

Total vouchers paid $ 485,288.55

Motion carried 4 Ayes, Council-members Frisbee, Potter, Pneuman and Supervisor Merrihew.

Committee Reports:

Council-member Pneuman reported on the highway.  The Highway Superintendent was preparing the equipment needed for this time of year, there has been road sweeping done, but residents complained about the dust and when the roads were not swept about the sand on the roads. The Highway Superintendent reported that the Town Clean-up days are June 3rd and 4th, with things the same as last year, items that cost the Town nothing to dispose of will be taken free.  Items costing the Town, there will be a minimal charge.  There is a list of items accepted and the cost of each item posted in various stores in the Town, in the Town Clerk’s office and the Highway office.

Supervisor Merrihew attended a Public Safety /Town Fire Officer’s meeting last night that although always interesting it was uneventful.   We are working on enhancing the Service Award Program in Mariaville to have an open-end enrollment. She will be keeping in touch with Scott Daley and Mariaville.

Council-member Frisbee reported on the Parks.  She wanted to thank Rick Cornaire and the Youth Group for the new picnic tables for the Parks.  The next Park and Rec. committee meeting is May 23rd downstairs at the Town Hall.  She has seen lots of activity at Shafer Park. There is no news on the grant. The Seniors and other folks are going to be helping with the flower beds when the time comes.  

Council-member Frisbee reported on Assessment.  The Board of Assessment Review will meet May 25th.  They only meet once a year to review and act on assessment complaints. It is the only day of the year you can bring complaints to the Assessor.  More information can be obtained from the Town Assessor, Paul Denninger.

Supervisor Merrihew reported on Zoning.  She read the following prepared statement: 

First I would like to thank all those people who took the time to fill out the zoning questionnaire.  We sent out 2117 and have received 495 to date with more coming in every day.  We should have at least a 25-30% response when all is said and done.

The Ad-Hoc committee charged with the task of reviewing our Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance has been working intensely at doing just that.  We have met monthly since November. While we have had many successes, the questionnaire being one, it seems to me that with every question brought up there are 12 more that follow as a result of the original question.  It also seems to me that we need professional help.  There are many state regulations that need to be addressed and I don’t feel we have the expertise to address them in our ordinance.  There are SEQRA (State Environmental Quality Review Act) regulations and the new MS4 Storm water retention regulations among a half dozen others.  We have the opportunity to either do something great here and now or band-aid and patch the current zoning.  I read in the paper on almost a daily basis about towns such as Malta, Clifton Park and others that are struggling and wish they had done this 10 or 15 years ago.  I think we are at now where they were 10 or 15 years ago and we need to do it now, not wish we had in the future.  After we go through all of the questionnaires as well as discussion with the committee we will have a “clear vision” of what direction we need to go.  Even with that “clear vision” it will need to be drawn up on paper to comply with federal, state, county and local regulations.  In reviewing and comparing zoning ordinances for other towns it is clear to me that we do not have the ability to do this as laymen.  I have discussed this with many on the committee and we discussed it at our agenda meeting last week.  It is with total agreement from all I have spoken with that we are in need of help.  With that said we will be contacting several professional planning firms, Schenectady County Planning, and the Capital District Regional Planning Commission to see what they can do to help us.   This endeavor will not be without cost to all of us as taxpayers.  I like to think of it as an investment in the future of our town.

She has contacted Chazen Engineering located in Glen Falls and Schenectady County Planning.   We can contract with Schenectady County Planning to do the work if they have the time sometimes they are too overwhelmed.

Council-member Potter reported on Sewer District #2, restoration of the lawns has started on Route 159 and the project is starting to look finished.  The workers are working every day.

Council-member Frisbee took a ride the other day and it is coming along.  It is a big job.

Supervisor Merrihew announced that the Public Hearing for the cost increase for Sewer District #2 to be held on Thursday May 19th at 7:00 PM will be held at the School next to the Fire Department not at the Fire Department.

Resolution #92-05

A resolution to authorize John M. McDonald Engineering P.C. to call for bids for Mariaville Lake Sewer District No. 2 Sewage Collection System Construction.


UPON MOTION offered by Board Member, Potter , seconded by Board Member, Pneuman:

WHEREAS, the plans and specifications for Contract No. 8-Trailer Mounted Electric Generator Set have been prepared by John M. McDonald Engineering, P.C., and

WHEREAS, the aforesaid plans and specifications have been submitted for review to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corp. (EFC), New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and the Rural Development (USDA).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT


RESOLVED by the Town Board of the Town of Duanesburg, Schenectady County, New York as follows:

SECTION 1: hereby authorize John M. McDonald Engineering, P.C. to call for bid in accordance with municipal bidding procedure for Contract No.  8-Trailer Mounted Electric Generator Set.



BY ORDER OF THE TOWN OF DUANESBURG TOWN BOARD



Kathryn Snell, Deputy Town Clerk
DATED: May 12, 2005

Motioned carried 4 Ayes.  Council-members Potter, Pneuman, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew. 

Resolution #93-05-Council-member Pneuman motioned Change Order # 2 to Contract # 1-General Construction for the Town of Duanesburg Mariaville Lake Sewer District No. 2 Sanitary Sewer Collection System.

Resolution 93-05

WHEREAS, Cranbrook Construction, the general contractor that was awarded Contract No. 1-General construction by the Town Board, has submitted a letter requesting a time extension to their contract; and

WHEREAS, the request has been reviewed by McDonald Engineering and was found to have merit; and

WHEREAS, A Change Order was prepared by McDonald Engineering which provides for a 120-day no cost time extension of the Contract Times; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that a 90-day no cost extension is all it is willing to allow;

WHEREAS, THE Change Order results in no change to the total contract amount $3,966,877.41 and establishes a new Substantial Completion date for Contract No. 1-General Construction of August 5, 2005; and; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that Supervisor Merrihew be and she hereby is authorized to sign Change Order No. 2 dated April 26, 2005, to Contract No. 1-General Construction; as amended to reflect a 90-day no cost extension.

Motion seconded by Council-member Potter and adopted by the following vote:

 Council-Member Pneuman               VOTING: 
     Aye



 



    

Council-Member Potter                      VOTING: 
     Aye


Council-Member Frisbee

     VOTING: 
     Aye


Supervisor Merrihew                          VOTING: 
     Aye


Council-Member Carlson                    VOTING:      Absent


I, Kathryn Snell, Deputy Town Clerk, Town of Duanesburg, Schenectady County, New York, so hereby certify that the above is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of the Town of Duanesburg at a meeting held on Thursday, May 12, 2005.

Dated:  May 12, 2005                           

                                                     ______________________________________

                                                            Kathryn Snell, Deputy Town Clerk

                                                                     Town of Duanesburg

Council-member Pneuman - The resolution was changed because substantial completion on September 4, which is what the Engineer recommended by request of the Contractor, would put us too late in the season. With substantial construction being in September that would mean basic completion and wrapping everything up would be sometime in October. Waiting that long we would end up to far into the season to take care of the last minute details. If we have substantial completion by the 5th of August we should have a wrap up by the beginning of September with the worse case of all the little punch list items taken care of by October at the very latest.

Council-member Frisbee asked if they were going with the 90-day or 120-day extension

Attorney Siegel stated the resolution was written for the 90-day extension.

Resolution # 94-05-Council-member Frisbee motioned seconded by Council-member Pneuman to schedule a Public Hearing to adopt the Sewer Use Law for Sewer District # 2 as Tuesday, June 21, 2005 at 7:30 pm at the Mariaville Fire House.  Motion carried 4 ayes.  Council-member Frisbee, Pneuman, Potter and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution # 96-05-Council-member Pneuman motioned, seconded by Council-member Potter to authorize the Supervisor to write a letter of support for Duanesburg Community Center to obtain a grant from the Governor’s office.


WHEREAS, the Duanesburg Area Community Center, Inc. (“Community Center”) is a New York not-for-profit corporation, currently operating a community center in the Town of Duanesburg; and


WHEREAS, the Community Center is eligible for a grant from the Governor’s Office of Small Cities’ Economic Development Program, which provides funds to local governments who in turn use those funds to assist qualifying businesses who undertake activities resulting in the creation or retention of job opportunities for low and moderate income purposes; and


WHEREAS, the Community Center has requested that the Town of Duanesburg support the Community Center’s efforts to obtain such a grant; and


WHEREAS, the Town of Duanesburg is willing to support the Community Center’s efforts to obtain such a grant, provided that the Town of Duanesburg incurs no costs or expenses in connection therewith, and provided that the Community Center agrees to indemnify, defend and hold the Town of Duanesburg harmless of and from any liability in connection with the grant to the extent allowed by law; and


WHEREAS, the Community Center has requested a letter demonstrating the Town of Duanesburg’s support of the Community Center in its efforts to obtain the grant;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED, that the Supervisor of the Town of Duanesburg is authorized to send a letter of support to the Community Center with respect to the proposed grant from the Governor’s Office of Small Cities’ Economic Development Program.

Council-member Frisbee was wary we would be setting a precedent for other non-profit organizations trying to obtain grants and putting more work on our staff.

Council-member Pneuman-The understanding with Mr. Romanski from the Community Center was that there was to be no cost to the Town and that we reserve the right at any time to withdraw our support.

Supervisor Merrihew-The work entailed would be in her office and she has spoken to the bookkeeper and she does not have a problem with it.  If this does becomes an issue, as stated by Council-member Pneuman, we reserve the right to back out.  

Attorney Siegel stated the grant budgets re-imbursement to the Town for any   services provided so there is no cost.

Motioned carried 4 Ayes.  Council-members Pneuman, Potter, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution # 97-05-Council-member Pneuman motioned, seconded by Council-member Potter to ratify the publication for the request for bids for the hauling of road materials.

Council-member Pneuman stated it was basically a timing issue.  We wanted to go out for bid of the hauling of road material and it didn’t get done at the last meeting. It was posted and went out to bid.  We just want to ratify that it was acceptable. 

Motion carried 4 ayes.  Council-member Pneuman, Potter, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew read the public notice printed in the Gazette Newspaper on April 30th calling for bids for the hauling of road materials.

There were no bids submitted.

Highway Superintendent Bill Grimm stated he could use whomever the materials were purchased from, they will deliver for a reasonable price, or we could go out to bid again. He is not obligated to use a hauler.  

Resolution # 98-05-Council-member Pneuman motioned, seconded by Council-member Potter to authorize the Highway Superintendent to advertise for bids for the hauling of road materials with the bids to be returned by 7:30 pm on June 9th and opened on June 9th at 7:30 pm.  Motion carried 4 ayes.  Council-members Pneuman, Potter, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew made the following announcements:

Thank you to Rick Cornaire and his youth group, the World Changers, from the Reformed Presbyterian Church for building 8 picnic tables as a community project to be used at our parks.

The Memorial Day parade will be sponsored by the Delanson Fire Department and will be held on Saturday, May 21 at 6:00 pm.  Anyone or any group interested in participating should get in touch with the Delanson Fire Department.

Again, The Public Hearing for the cost increase for Sewer District #2 on Thursday, May 19th at 7:00 pm will be at the Mariaville School not the Fire Department.

Supervisor Merrihew wanted to say Good-bye to Gazette Reporter Kathleen Moore.  She has been covering Duanesburg for the past 2-1/2 years.  She has done a great job and wishes her well in her promotion.

Council-member Pneuman stated that Kathleen had done an outstanding job especially during a sad time when we lost Frank Hyland one of our Council-members   She did a series of nice articles. He wishes her luck.

Supervisor Merrihew opened the floor to the public and introduced County Legislator from District # 4, Joe Suhrada.

Legislator Suhrada spoke on the 6-month moratorium passed in the Town of Rotterdam last night.  It has an impact on Duanesburg and surrounding towns as it includes the Route 7 corridor and Burdick Street. Also one of the County’s main concerns at the moment is sex offenders and the County’s move on a plan to protect families.

George Lent-Duanesburg Rd.-wanted to know if there was a noise ordinance in the town.  He thought one had been passed recently because of the special events.  He also asked about a litter ordinance, with taxes and fees rising constantly raising the fine for littering to $2000.00 could take some burden off taxpayers.

Supervisor Merrihew stated that she did not think there was a noise ordinance in effect except for special events.  She would check into both the noise and litter ordinances.

Walt Miller-Route 30-stated there is a Town ordinance for dumping with a fine of $1000.00.

Attorney Siegel asked who enforced the ordinance?

Mr. Miller answered the Sheriff’s Department.

Walt Deay-Duanesburg Churches Rd.-asked about the RV in Mariaville.  With the new sewers and assessment values of the properties going up, having an old trailer looks terrible. He thinks something should be done with it.

Supervisor Merrihew stated that the Building Inspector Dale Warner has been keeping up on the issue and she would also check into herself.

No other comments, privilege of the floor closed at 8:17 PM.

Council-Member Pneuman motioned, seconded by Council-member Frisbee to adjourn.  All were in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathryn Snell

Deputy Town Clerk
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