Regular Town Board Meeting March 10, 2005

Present was Council-members Carlson, Frisbee, Pneuman and Supervisor Merrihew. Also present; Attorney for the Town Jeff Siegel and Town Planner Gino Santa Barbara. Absent: Council-member Potter.

Meeting called to order at 7:30pm, followed by the pledge to the flag.

Supervisor Merrihew introduced Ed Kosiur from the Schenectady County Legislature to present the summer youth training program he has been working on through out the county.

Mr. Kosiur, explained the purpose of the Schenectady County Youth Employment Cooperative. It is to provide Schenectady County Youth between the ages of 14 through 18, with summer employment and educational experiences.  The summer work experience will introduce youth to the workplace, impart employment work skills and will provide them with summer income and the goal is to provide youth with valuable summer employment experiences, within a youth-development approach.  

Supervisor Merrihew: We are in the middle of our budget year and do not have the money budgeted for it. We do have money budgeted for salaries for the summer youth recreation program, but thinks that is tied to the county with some grant money.

Mr. Kosiur: The week before the program they are going to have an enrollment to make sure the kids who have been working for the town will have an opportunity to work, will register a week before.

Supervisor Merrihew: Kids here make more then the minimum wage. In order for them to compete in our local environment we had to raise them to $7.00 per hour.

Mr. Kosiur: They really want to get the program going this year, even if it is only a small step.  The city is committed to it. They are looking for support from any body else.

Supervisor Merrihew: The board has discussed this a little bit. It is a wonderful program for the city we are a little more problematic out here.  Before we jump into something like this, she would like to work a little on the placement opportunities. 

Mr. Kosiur: The town can work it out anyway they want to do it, within what ever the budget is that Duanesburg wants to put in the program.  The county would do all of the insurance, the timesheets, workman’s comp, the issuing of the checks and supervision of the kids.

Supervisor Merrihew: Is not quite sure how the board feels, but for this year we  would probably not jump into this assuming the board would be interested in pursuing this next year, and then be able to develop some of this placement sites.  

Council-member Pneuman: Grew up out here and after he got out of college he took a job in downtown Albany and it was a culture shock.  If we decide to get into this and have some kids who have transportation available can they work in some of the city areas, even though they are from Duanesburg?  

Mr. Kosiur- Yes. One of the questions on the application is do you have transportation available to you?

Resident – There used to be limitations on what these kids could do. They couldn’t operate power mowers they couldn’t climb on certain types of structures. Are those limitations going to be the same?

Mr. Kosiur – Yes. If under 18 it does apply.  You can’t use any power tools or push a lawn mower.

John McKeeve – He is working with an after school program for kids that have been referred by the school as well as families. The majority of the students need the extra school supervision.

Bill Miner – Western Turnpike – Sounds like a great program particularly in the city.  What happens with the transportation issue?  Parents are both working and a child wants to be involved with this, but they may live five or six miles away and not have the ability to get to something they would like to do. They go through this process and it’s like well sorry its your responsibility to get where your supposed to be every day.

Mr. Kosiur – Yes, that is pretty much the way it is going to happen.

Walt Miller – Thousand Acre Road – Perhaps something could be worked out with the school, similar to Boces.

No other comments, floor opened to comments on the agenda.

No one wished to speak.

Resolution #70-05 –Council-member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council-member Frisbee to accept the minutes from the public hearing and regular meetings of February 10, 2005. Motion carried 4 Ayes, Council-members Carlson, Frisbee, Pneuman, and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew read the Clerk’s report for the month of February. 

             Total Local Shares Remitted:                 $478.62

             Total Non-Local Revenues                       164.87

             Total State, County & Local Revenues    643.49

Supervisor Merrihew read the Supervisor’s report for the month:

                                       Monthly Statement of Supervisor















TO THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF DUANESBURG, NEW YORK:
















Pursuant to Section 119 of Town Law, I hereby render the following statement of all money



received and disbursed by this office during the month of February 2005.

















REVENUES
























FUND



AMOUNT



















GENERAL FUND


 $ 106,518.13 



















HIGHWAY FUND


 $   86,293.54 



















FIRE PROTECTION


 $ 305,044.00 



















PARK & RECREATION

 $           7.73 



















PARKLANDS


 $           9.27 



















SHAFER PARK


 $         23.25 



















SERVICE AWARD


 $           6.31 



















SEWER DISTRICT #1

 $ 100,012.29 



















SEWER DISTRICT #2

 $ 744,730.89 




















TOTAL


$1,342,645.41
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GENERAL FUND


 $   50,763.15 



















HIGHWAY FUND


 $   46,852.40 



















FIRE PROTECTION


 $ 138,522.00 



















PARK & RECREATION

 $              -   



















PARKLANDS


 $              -   



















SHAFER PARK


 $              -   



















SERVICE AWARD


 $              -   



















SEWER DISTRICT #1

 $     8,269.33 



















SEWER DISTRICT #2

 $ 629,470.32 




















TOTAL


$873,877.20

 















Dated: March 10, 2005





Supervisor's Office











Town of Duanesburg



Resolution#71-05 – Council-member Pneuman motioned, seconded by Council-member Frisbee the payment of the following claims: Motion carried 4 Ayes Council-members Pneuman, Frisbee, Carlson, and Supervisor Merrihew.

Paid Before

Sewer District # 1 Vouchers # 18 to # 20 = $     378.80

General Fund Vouchers # A79 to #A86 = $376,368.19

  Paid Before total = $376,746.99

Monthly Vouchers 

Sewer District # 1 Vouchers # 21 to # 28  =$    6,930.61

Sewer District # 2 Voucher #12 to #17   =   $  79,527.41    

General Fund Vouchers # A88 to A117 =     $  77,327.71     

In-house Vouchers # 3 to #6   =                    $       696.30    

Highway Vouchers # M25 to M38   =            $ 16,004.03

Highway In-House Voucher # 1 =                 $      242.98

Total vouchers paid $180,729.04

Committee reports:

Council-member Pneuman reported on the highway. The roads are in outstanding condition and the highway department has done a great job.  Highway Superintendent has done a great job in acquiring some bits and pieces from different sources for little or no money.  We have utilized some storage in town that we have not utilized before.

Supervisor Merrihew reported on public safety. By virtue of the public hearing tonight that pretty much covers public safety. Herself and Phil and went to the town fire officers last night and they discussed some of the new legislation.

Council-member Carlson: there is a communication tower going in at the western end of town at the elementary school or Esperance Fire Department. 

Council-member Frisbee reported on the park. We are moving along on the summer program. The board is going to appoint Bobbi-Jean tonight. They are working to bring some on the girl scouts and boy scouts to work on the gardens at Shafer Park.  Some problems at the ballpark, the committee is looking at a way to repair that. 

Supervisor Merrihew reported on the sewer districts. The sewer district should be getting a little more active in the next months report. They are pretty much on schedule. The treatment plant for SD 2 should be up and running by June 1st. The collection system should be completed enough that some of the residents in SD2 can hook into the laterals starting July 1st. 

Supervisor Merrihew reported on zoning: Bob Wall and herself are in the process of developing a questionnaire to mail to every resident of Duanesburg for their input as to the direction they would like to see Duanesburg go.

Council-member Frisbee: The board has been interviewing for the vacancy on the Assessment Review Board.  They have several more interviews to schedule.

Resolution #72-05 – Council-member Pneuman motioned, seconded by Council-member Carlson to adopt Local Law No. 2 granting a partial exemption from real property taxation to volunteers of fire departments and ambulance services. Motion carried 4 Ayes, Council-members Pneuman, Carlson, Frisbee, and Supervisor Merrihew. (Local Law attached).

Resolution #73-05 – Council-member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council-member Pneuman to authorize the Supervisor to sign the Duanesburg Volunteer Ambulance contract as revised. Motion carried 4 Ayes, Council-members Carlson, Pneuman, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #74-05- Council-member Carlson motioned, seconded by Council-member Pneuman to authorize the Supervisor to sign the Mariaville Fire Department contract. Motion carried 4 Ayes, Council-members Carlson, Pneuman, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #75-05 – Council-member Frisbee motioned, seconded by Supervisor Merrihew to appoint Bobbie-Jean Powell summer Youth Program Director. Motion carried 4 Ayes, Council-members Frisbee, Pneuman, Carlson and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #76-05- Council-member Frisbee motioned, seconded by Supervisor Merrihew to appoint Caitlin Kremler as summer youth program Assistant Director. Motion carried 4 Ayes, Council-members Frisbee, Carlson, Pneuman and Supervisor Merrihew.

Resolution #77-05- Council-member Frisbee motioned, seconded by Supervisor Merrihew to appoint Lisa Murphy to the Town of Duanesburg Park Committee. Motion carried 4 Ayes, Council-members Frisbee, Carlson, Pneuman and Supervisor Merrihew.

Supervisor Merrihew- Reminder, Duanesburg Days at the school April 2. The Town Board will have a booth. The park committee is also having a booth. It will be a great day. Last year there was a crowd and a lot of fun.

There will be a Special Town Board meeting Thursday March 24th at 3:00pm to award bid for well drilling at the wastewater treatment plant for SD2.

The Town Board offers their congratulations and recognition to the Duanesburg Wrestling Team members. Jim Almee won state title in his 275 pound flat heavy weight class and Carl Breitenstein was the fourth place state winner in the 130 pound class. Also Brian Borst in the division, he lost but did a fine job.

Resolution #78-05 – Council-member Pneuman motioned, seconded by Supervisor Merrihew to appoint Robert Frost Jr. to the ADHOC zoning committee. Motion carried 4 Ayes, Council-members Pneuman, Carlson, Frisbee and Supervisor Merrihew.

Council-member Pneuman apologized for the late addition to the committee. Mr. Frost was the gentleman who stood up at the last meeting and said he would be more than happy to serve and bring a possible different viewpoint to the committee.

No other business floor closed at 8:35pm.

Darryl DeGiule - Cole Road – Last year when the board was discussing the Duanesburg Ambulance contract it was mentioned a certain amount of funding goes into the town and when they have a call they can’t send a bill. Asked if anyone recalled that?

Supervisor Merrihew: Said she does not recall that. She knows they do send a bill to the insurance company and whatever the insurance company sends them is what they get.

Darryl DeGiule asked about the communication tower at the elementary school 

what cell company is that?

Council-member Carlson:  It is not for cell, it is for emergency services, and is just being considered. 

Mrs. DeGiule – Is that going to be on top of the school building and does that open up the possibility of having a cell tower there?

Attorney Siegel: That is the schools private property. The town would not have any control over if the school wanted to have someone co-locate there. 

Jim Weakley – Believes it is just an antenna on the building.

Ellis Blood – Mariaville Road – Asked who the chairman of the Mariaville sewer district is and why have they not had a meeting?

Supervisor Merrihew:  We did have a meeting Monday night March 1st.

Norma Miller – Thousand Acre Road- Asked what the combined salary of the two appointees, the director and the assistant director to the summer youth program is.

Supervisor Merrihew: Bobby-Jean Powell will get $2750.00 for her role as the director for the 5 to 6 week program, which also encompasses a lot of work outside the 6 weeks. Caitlin Kremler $10.50 per hour and is a 4 to 6 hour day for the 5 weeks.

Bill Miner – Spoke of the two gentlemen who presented the summer youth program, they seemed rather interested in having Duanesburg participate in the program.  Is there anyway of piggy backing with these folks for the summer program, where they pay the first $6.00 per hour and then the town pays on top of that.  Or do they have to be separated?

Attorney Siegel – Thinks the problem that we would have is that they are county employees and if you have them as a town employee you can’t pay them $2.00 an hour because you will violate minimum wage.

Council-member Frisbee’s concern is if we couldn’t come up with 16 or 20 kids we still would have contributed the $11,000.00.

Council-member Pneuman would rather see us look at the budget and see if there is an area that we could come up with at least a partial amount. 

Bill Minor – Western Turnpike – You have already allocated money for the director and the assistant director and they are going to have some people working for them at a total cost of the program at $6,000.00 or $7,000.00.  If the county pays $6.00 per hour and the town pays $4.50 per hour. Having the programs the town has authorized cost the town board less.

Council-member Pneuman: Mr. Kosiur was pretty concrete in that they do not want to deviate on the salaries. 

Supervisor Merrihew – One of the reasons we raised the salary this year was to compete with the community center. She does agree with Mr. Kosiur that there are a lot of kids who will work for $6.00 per hour.

Darryl DeGiule – It was mentioned Glen Sanders was on board, do they only contribute for kids in their district?

Supervisor Merrihew – Glen Sanders would be on board with this because they are getting free help for the summer.  She agrees they should develop the placement aspect of it a little bit better in Duanesburg before we jump into it full force.

No other business, privilege of the floor closed at 9:00pm.

Council-member Pneuman motioned, seconded by Council-member Potter to adjourn, all in favor.

I, Leah M. Lennon Town Clerk of the Town of Duanesburg do hereby certify that this is a true and accurate transcript of the Town Board meeting held on March 10, 2005.
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