Town of Duanesburg

Planning Board Minutes

March 7, 2007 Informational Meeting
Final Copy
MEMBERS PRESENT: William Ruther, Vice Chairperson, Laura Silva, Carl Wiedemann, Mark Deleva, Walter Miller, and Anthony Galea, alternate Board Member. Also Attending: Todd Mathes, Board Attorney, Dale R. Warner, Town Planner and Maryann Murphy, Secretary.

INTRODUCTION: 

William Ruther, Vice Chairman for the Duanesburg Planning Board asked the Public for their input on the location of said contaminated barrels at SBL#:75.00-2-3.21 located at Turnbull Road.

Todd Mathes, Board Attorney added that the purpose of this meeting was to hear the Publics knowledge, if any of the location of these barrels only. The Board would not hear any other comments from the public concerning the Turnbull Rd. Subdivision. Mr. Mathes also noted that the Duanesburg Planning Board had previously reached out to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation asking for the file on the Turnbull Road location but that the NYS DEC could not retrieve the file at that time as they were moving Region 4 headquarters and misplaced the hard copy file.
Joann Boyd of 1339 Turnbull Rd. stated that she has a copy of the file the Duanesburg Planning Board is looking for and that she had no trouble getting the copy of the file.
William Ruther asked that prior to each person speaking that they state their name and address so the Board would know where they were located in relation to the property.

Dellene Rowlison of 1546 Thousand Acre Rd. stated that she has lived within the Town of Duanesburg for 55 years and knows the location well. Dellene stated she knows the exact location is on the back side of her property.

Todd Mathes thanked Dellene for her comments.

Linda Armour of 1613 Thousand Acres Road stated that she does not have direct knowledge of the exact location of the site but does have a letter from the Health 
Department from May of 1984 when water testing was done. Nothing showed when the testing was done.

Kirk Humphrey of 1427 Turnbull Rd. will show the Board exactly where the point of entry was for the clean up crews from the NYS DEC.

Carl Wiedemann asked how long NYS Dec was at the site and if Mr. Humphrey knew how much waste was removed.

Mr. Humphrey did not know how much waste was removed but noted that the NYS DEC was on the site for at least a week.
Clifford Stoodley of 1653 Oak Hill Rd. stated that during the time of the NYS DEC clean up he lived directly adjacent to the site. Mr. Stoodley read an excerpt from the environmental database from the NYS DEC which gives descriptions of the site and what was removed from the site. He noted that two wells around the site had been tested and chemicals were detected, however four years later after follow up testing of the wells no chemicals were detected and the site was removed from the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation Hazardous Waste Site Remediation Database. 
Mr. Stoodley wanted the Board to know that he works for the Schenectady County Department of Economic Planning and Development and wanted the Board to know he was at the meeting on a personal basis only and not attending to in any way represent Schenectady County.
Mr. Stoodley noted that he had spoke to Schenectady County on this site previously and the County notified him that the site is cracked shale and that any ground water could easily travel through the site.

Theodore Loukides of 1003 Thousand Acre Rd. a geologist and former hydro-geologist commented that any contaminants could easily flow from there point of origination into well water through cracks in the bedrock of the property.
Joann Boyd of 1339 Turnbull Rd. questioned who received notices about the Informational Meeting.
Maryann Murphy noted that according to section 14.6.2.4 subsection b. of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Duanesburg “In addition to holding a public hearing, the Board will notify by mail at least ten (10) days prior to the public hearing all adjacent property owners within 1000 feet, as measured in all directions from the properties boundaries.” and under section 14.6.2.4 subsection a. of the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Duanesburg that “Within sixty-two (62) days after receipt of the completed application and all required site plan data and information, the Board will conduct a public hearing. The notice of the public hearing to be published at least five (5) days prior to the date of the Hearing in a newspaper with general circulation within the Town, normally the officially designated newspaper.”
Todd Mathes, the Board Attorney noted that this meeting is an Informational meeting and not a public hearing on the application, and that the purpose of this meeting was only to hear whether the public had any knowledge of the exact location of the “waste dump site” on Turnbull Rd.
Mr. Mathes asked Ms. Boyd if she had the DEC file of the location in her possession?

Ms. Boyd responded “Yes I am.”

Mr. Mathes asked if there was a way that the Town would be able to obtain a copy of the file?

Ms. Boyd responded “I don’t know.”

Board member Galea asked if it would be possible to obtain a map of the site.

Nelson Gage of 1386 Turnbull Rd. said that “a map could be made available.”

Board member Silva asked why Ms. Boyd would not be interested in sharing the file with the Board.

The audience asked how it was possible for Ms. Boyd to obtain the file and the Board not to.
Attorney Mathes stated that the Board had spoken with everyone in Region 4 of the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation and could not obtain the file. Region 4 has recently relocated there offices and the hard copy had been misplaced in the move.

Mr. Mathes stated that if Ms. Boyd has a copy of the DEC file the Town would be willing to pay the copying fees to have the file copied.

Ms. Boyd declined the offer at this time.

Board member Silva noted that if the Townspeople would like the Planning Board to make an informed decision that all efforts should be made to ensure the Planning Board has all relevant information pertaining to the project. If all information is not made relevant, the Planning Board will have to make a decision on the information currently before them and that it might not be to the Townspeople’s liking.

Nelson Gage made a copy of the official map from the NYS DEC of the waste site location available to the Board.
Chairman Ruther asked if anyone else had any direct information pertaining to the waste site.
Donald Zee attorney for the Applicant noted that the Town was still accepting written statements for another ten (10) days as to where the exact location of the site was.
Mr. Zee also noted that the Applicant would entertain more soil and groundwater testing if the Board required it.

Attorney Mathes for the Town noted that the Planning Board values any knowledge by the residents of the location of the site, that more information if anyone has it is still welcomed and that the Planning Board is starting its review of the project.

The audience asked if it was possible to inform more people of any hearings in the future.

Attorney Mathes said that the Board would consider informing more residents.

Meeting adjourned at 7:16pm.
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